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TO THE READER. 



This Report is at present printed and circulated 
fir the purpose merely of procurihg further infor^ 
mation^ respecting the state 4tnd husbandry 'hf this 
district y and of enabling every one interested in the 
welfare of this country ^ to examine it fully ^ and con- 
tribute bis mite to its improvement. 
. The Society do not deem themselves pledged to 
any opinion given by the Author of this Survey; ' 
and they desire j that nothing contained in it be con- 
sidered as their sentiments; they bane only pub- 
Mihtd'Jfy'Ms f&e/repbfi of the gentleman^ 'whose 
nam^^is aj^xed^ jii^* they publish it for the com-- 
menti u^i^ier.vditions ^^ aJf persons ^ which they 
entK'eai': 0- Be] ^'^^n freely ^ and without reserve. 

It is therefore hfuestedj that the observations on 
reading this work may be returned to the Dublin 
Society y as soon as may be convenient^ and which 
will meet with the fullest attention in a future 
edition. 



DEDICATION. 



TO THB &IOHT HON. 

LORD VISCOtJNT MOUNTJOY. 



MY LORD, 

WERE your Lordlhip's noble father 
alive, gratitude and duty vould have required 
that this, my firft eflay, (hould have been offered 
to his protection. He virould naturally have been 
looked to, as the fuitable patron for an Agricul- 
tural Survey of the County of Tyrone, to which 
his improvements virere fo ornamental, and in 
which his character was fo highly refpe^ed. 

In full confidence, that his :^irtues will ftill 

accompany his fortune, and that what his taftc 

began, your Lordlhip will bring to pcrfeftion, 

a 2 I dedicate 



IV DEDICATION* 

I dedicate this impcrfed tribute of my refpcft to 
your Lordihip's paLtroD^ge^ and have the honour 
to fubioibe myfelf^ 

With great deference. 
Your Lordfhip's moft devoted 
Humble fervant, 

JOIIiV M'EVOr. 
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PREUMINART 



PJIELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 



A COMPLETE Agricultural Survey of a 
county of fuch extent, opulence, and variety, as 
the county of Tyrone, would require a writer of 
much general information and fcientific refearch. 
The only Qualifications, which the writer of the 
prefent efifay can pretend to have brought to his 
fubjedb, are,- an acquaintance with agricultural 
concerns from his earlieft age, and a local 
knowledge of the county of Tyrone, obtained 
from a rcfidence in it for many years. 

The author had originally intended to have in- 
troduced in this work fome ikctch of the procefs 
of the linen manufaAure, but this has been anti- 
cipated in the Survey of the County of Mo- 
naghan, where the foil and management are 
nearly the fame as in this county. 

A botanical arrangement of the indigenous 

plants has been laid aiide, as a matter of too 

- much magnitude for a work of this kind ; but, 

at 
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at fome future period, the author hopes to lay it 
before the public iu a feparate work. 

For many valuable hints^ as to the made of 
drawing up the Survey, and fuggeftions of ufeful 
and important topics, the author returns his 
grateful acknowledgments to the Right Hon. 
John Fofter. 

What has been (aid refpeding Lord Moun^oy's 
extenfive dcmefne and plantations at Rafli, in va- 
rious parts of this work, it has been fince thought 
expedient to bring under one general head, in 
the form of an Appendix, that the reader^ whole 
chief dbjcQ: may be that of ornamental improve- 
ments, may have, without interruption, a con- 
ncfted and perfpicuous view of the whole. 



SUGGESTIONS 



SUGGESTIONS OF ENQUIRY 

rot 0BHTI.BMB1I WHO aNALL OMDBKTAKI TB* WOUUnM OB 

AGRICULTURAL SUSFErS. 



OSOGKAFHICAL tTATB AMD CIBCVKtTAVCBt. 

ShimioQ and Exteati 

DmSonsp 

Clinutey 

^oil and Sar&ce>. 

Miaerals» 

Water. 



AGRICULTURE. 

Mod« of culture. 

Extent of it» and of each fpeciet of £rain lowed, 

Courfe of crops, 

Ule of oxen— how hameired. 

Nature and ufe of implements of hu(bandry, 

Markeu for grain,. 

Ufe of crecA food in winten 



PASTURE, 



mi SUGGESTIONS 

• • 

PASTURE. 
Nature ofit, ^ 

Breed of cattle — ^how far improvedy 



■ *■ ■ ■ ■ • — ^-^^hcw far capable of further improvcmcot> 

Markets or Fairs for them, . 

General prices. 

Modes of feeding — how far houfed in winter. 

Natural grafTes, 

Artificial grades. 

Mode of hay-makifig. 

Dairies, their produce. 

Prices of hides, tallowy wool, and quantity fold. 

FARMS. 
Their fize, 

' Farm houfes and ofEces, 

Mode of repairing them, whether by landlord or tenant. 

Nature of tenures. 

General ftate of leafes, v 

■ of particular daufes therein,' 

Taxes or CeiTes paid by tenants. 

Proportion of working horfes or bullocks, to the fize of farms. 

General fize of fields, or enclofures. 

Nature of fences, ^ 

Mode of hedge-rows, and keeping hedges. 

Mode of draining, 

Nature of manures. 

GENERAL 



OF ENQUIRY. si 

GENERAL SUBJECTS. 

Population 9 

Number and fize of yillages and towns. 

Habitation, fuel, food and cloathing of the lower nmk-^eir 
general cod, 

Prices of wages, labour, and proviiions. 

State of tithe, its gener^d amount on each article — ^wfaat arti- 
cles are exempt, and what charged by modus, 

Ufe of beer and fpirits — ^whether, either or which is increaCflgt 

State of roads, bridges, &c. 

— — of navigations and navigable rivers, 

— of £{heries. 

State of education, fchools, and charitable bitituuons, 

■ ^ of abfentee and reiident proprietors, 

■ of circulation of money or ^per, 

' of Arming or agricultural focieties, 

— — >ofmanufadures, whether increafing, 

* of e&cottragement to them, and <he pecidiar aptsefi of 

the fituation for their extenlion, 
■■ of mills of every kind, 

— of plantations and planting, 

' of the effedls of the encouragement- heretofore given tQ 
them by the Society, particulari(ed in the lift annexed., 

' of any improvements which may occur for future en- 
couragement, and particularly for the preiervatiott of 
the trees, when planted, 

'■ ■ of nurferies within the couqty and extent of CJes, 

P^i«<; 



, X SUGGESTIONS^ &c. 

Frice of timber andilate of it, in the county. 

Quantity of bog and wafte ground, 

PofEbility and means of improving it, 

Obflacles to it and beft means of removing them, 

Habits of indoftry, or want of induilry among the people. 

The uie of the Englifh language, whether general, or how far 

increaiing. 
Account of towers, caAles, monafleries, ancient buildings, or 

places remarkable for any hiftorical event, 
Churches^reCdent clergy, glebes and glebe houfes. 
Whether the county has been adlually furveyed, when and 

whether the furvey is publifhed. 
Weights and meafures, liquid or dry— -in what inftances are 

weights aiEgned for meafures — or <uice ver/af 
The weight or meafure, by which grain, flour, potatoes, butter, 

&c. are fold. 



CONTENTS 



CONTENTS. 



CHAP. I. 



GEOCKAPHICAL iTJiTB AKD CIHanUTilllCEI. 



Sect* i* Situation and Exteta 


• 




2. Divifions - 


- 


- 2 


' 3. Climate 


- 


- 6 


4. Soil and Sufface 


- 


- 7 


5. Mines and Minerals , 


- 


- 17 


Coal 


- 


- ai 


Iran Ore - 


- 


- 24 



ClaySffuch as are ufed for hick or pottery 25 
6. JTj/w - - - - 2(J 



CHAP. 



«5i CONTENTS- 



CHAP. n. 



AGRICULTURE. 



Page 

Sf.cr* 1. Mode of Culture - - - 20 

Ohfervations - - - 32 

2* Eictent of Culture^ and of each Species tf 

Grain fowed - - "34 

2* Courfe of Crops - - - 40 

Ohfervations - - - 42 

4. 17)^ g/* Oxen '- - - 44 

5. Nature and Ufe of Implements ofHuf 
bandry - - - - 46 

6. Markets for Grain - " " S3 

7. tj? of green food in winter - - 54 



CHAP. ni. 

PASTURE. 

SfeCT. I. Nature efPafture . - - 57 

2- J?rf^rf of Cattle — how far improved - 58 

■ ■ h ow far capable of 

further improvement - - 61 

3* Markets and Fairs for Cattle * ib. 

Sect. 



CX)NTENT5. 




-iSk 


" 




Page 


Sect. 4. Genial Prices . - 


- - 


- 43. 


- 5. Mode o/feediftg Cattk ' 


«i 


- 64 


CatfU, htm far houfedin nvinter 


- 6^ 


6. Natural Graffes 


-. 


- 70 


7. Artificial Grajfes 


- 


- 74 


3, Mode of Hay-making 


- 


- 75 


Obfervations 


- 


- 79 




- 


- 81 


Ohfervations 


- 


- 82 


10. Prices of Hides j Tallow^ 


Wool, 


and 


^lantityfold 


m 


- 85 



CHAP^ IV. 



FAKHS. 



Sect. 1, Size of Farjfu - '- - 50 

2. Farm-houfes and Offices - "95 

Mode of repairing Houfes and Offices^ 

ivhether by Landlord or Tenant - py 

•^^ Nature of Tenures - - 99 

/{. General State of Leafes - - 100 

Of particular Claufes in Leafes - io2 

5. STj^^j ^ Cj^x /»<j/V by Tenants - . 104 

6. Proportion of working Horfes or BuU 

locks ^ to thejize of Farms . - 10 J 

Sect* 



Jdr OQRHMIS. 

Page 

Sect. ^. GtmralJizeafFieUs and Emeb/km io6 

8. Nature cfFtnas « • .. 107 

MoJerfhe^e^rows^andleepingheJ^is 109 

g. Nature of Manufes « - iii 

\0» Mdde of Draining « * 1^5 



CHAP. V. 

POLITICAL ECONOMY. 

Sect. I. Roads and Bridges - - 1 18 

2. &tf/^ 2^ Navigathns and Navigable 

,Rivers . • - - 131 

^. ^tate of Fifberies - • - 134 

4. State of ManufaElures - - ^35 
Of encouragement to them^ and the pe^ 

cuRar apUuft rf thejituaitonfor their 
txtenfion ... 137 

Lifi rf Bleaeb'greens - « 138 

5. Population « «. « 142 



CHAP. 



J^ 



CONTENTS. xf 



CHAP VI. 



RU^AL ECONOMY. 



Sect. uPrkes of Wages^ Labour ^ and Prcfisifms 143 
2. HaHtation^ fuely foody and clothing of 

the lower rank ,- their general cg/l 146 



CHAP.VIL 

GENERAL SUBJECT?' 

Sect. ^. Number and Size of Villages &" Towne 15! 

2. State rfTithe^ its general amount om 

each Article^-^'oAat Articles are ex^ 

emptj and what charged ty modus - t6t 

3. Ufe of Beer and Spirits — whether either g 

or which is encreafing -* - 1 62 
4« State of Education f Schools ^ and Chari' 

taUe Infiitutions - - - 163 

'' ^. Of ahfentee and refident -Proprietors - 167 

6* Of Circulation of Monty or Paper - 171 

t 7. Of . Farming or Agricultural &fdeties ib, 

- Z.CfMiUsofeverykind ^, - - JI72 

' b Sect, 



JCti CONTENIS. 



Sect. 9. Of Plantations and Planting - « 174 
Q/"/^^ EffiBs of the Encouragement hpre^ 
tofore given to Planting by the Society^ 
particularized in the Lift annexed - 178 

Of any improvements^ which may occur 
fir future encouragement^ and parttcU" 
larlyfor the prefervation of Trees Hs^hen 
planted .... 181 

lo» Of NBrferies nuithin the County^ and 

Extent of Sales - - 183 

11. Prices of Timber^ and State of it in the 

County - - - . - 187 

1 2. Quantity of Bog and Wafte Ground 1 89 
Pofjilnlity and means of improiving it - 1 90 
Ohftdcles to improvement^ and the left 

means of removing them - - 197 
. I J. IjfabiSs ofindufiry^ or want ofinduftry 

among the People - - • ^99 

,14. The ufe of the Bng>iflf Language — uhe^ 

tber general i or how far increq/ing 261 

15. jLrount of Towers ^ C^/eSf Monaf^ 

. ffrie^\Aifcutft buildings^ or places re^ 
m^rJ^blefor any hifiorical evetnf - 20t . 

16. Churehes^^Sf/ldent C A i gy ^Gbbes, 

* • and Glebe^houfee * . « 205 

5ecT4 



Page 

Sbct. i^j. Whiibir the County htu bsm aSuallf 
furveyed'-^'-^wbin and wiitbtr tbi 
Survey is fiAlifiei • • - %o6 

l%i Wnf^U and Miofures^li^mdmr drj'^ 
in what infiances are Wgights of" 
fiffied for Maafura^'^-'or vice v^fa it* 

19. Tie Wet^- or Meafure^ if wbicb 
Grainf FhuryPotaUes^ Butter^ C5V. 
art/M • - - • . - ^Of 



APPENDIX, 

An Account of Lord Mbufttjoj^s Improvements 0$ Ra/b^ 
and the manner of carrying them into execution^ Jir9m 
^ the year VJ 7 8, ^« the frejent timen 

SECt^. 1 . Seminary and Nurfery • * • | 
a. Tl^e general Plan of fettling the great 
outlines of the Demefne and its appen* 

dagH ^ - . • . 4 

3. Modes ofencloftng - - - . 7 

,l,ontbfencr - - - - n 

Sunk fiance • • • * ^7 
Drains as Fences in boggy andfwampy 

fiuations • - - - ^ 1% 

Living 



x^ CONTENTS. 

Living Fencis tDithout a gripe ar 

trend - - - . - - ^4 
Ten^orary dead Fencer^ made princi^ 
pally of Scotch Jir^ cut away ai thejize 
of eight or ten feet^ or when it begins 
to injure plants of more value - - 3* 
• Common paling tfpffl and rail, Jheep^ 

hurdles^ iSc - - - "34 
* 4* Preparation of the Soils for planting 35 

5. An account of the management of an 

Oak wood, which had been for many 
years on the decline, prior to the year 
1792, - - ' . . - 52 

6. Of the advantage of f owing potatoes, as 

a preparative to qffifl the fpeedy growth 
of Plantations, and alfo,for the mofl 
effeBual mode of laying down bad lands 
to the great eft perfeElion - - 5 7 

7. A ifcriptton of the management of the 

banks of the river at Rafb, Jo far as 

it accompanies the demefne - - 61 

8. An Account of Tafli, or Piece-work, 

together with a comparifon between 
it and common Day Labour, with 
fame remarks on labouring 7ools and 
Implements - - * - 74 

Secy. 



CONTENTS. 3UX 

Page 

Sbct. 9. Manner of training up Boy/f Jo as to 

become ufeful^fieadj Labourers^ nviti 
a number of ways to en^oy them to 
the hejl advantage the year round* 
Alfii feveral Modes ^ by which old 
Men, when partly pqfi their labour^ 
may be af^iedto advantage to thern^ 
felves and their Employers • - 8( 
Obfervations with refpeEl to old Men 
and their families — the manner of 
employing them — with remarks on 
an hofpital intended to be ereBedfor 
their reception - - - - 92 



STATISTICAL 



":kh 



z 







STATISTICAt SURVEY 



OP TRB 



COUNTY OF TYRONE. 



CHAP. I. 

0£oCRAl>HieAL STAf E AND CI&CUMSTANCES. 

SkcT. 1. Situaiion and Extent. 

1 HE connty of Tyrone is inland, bdog bounded 
by the county of Donegal on the north, and north- 
weft; by the county of Londonderry, on the nortb> 
and north-eaft; by part of Loughneagh, and the 
codnty of Armagh^ on the eaft ; and by the coun* 
ties bf Monaghan.^nd Fermanagh, on the ibuth, and 
fouth-weft. • ( 

The county is very irregular, and much pdnted 
and. Indented in its circumference. The greateft ex- 
tent from north to fouth is from Donnelong, on 
the borders of the river Foyle^ to Slievc-Beaygh 
mountain, on the borders of the county of Monaghan, 
being an extent of 33 miles; in Englifti meafure- 

B meat 
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meat 42 miles. The greateft length from eaft to 
weft iS| from the borders of Lpughneagh, in the 
pariih of Arboe, in the barony of DnngannoU) 
to the extremity of the parifh of Farmonomungan, 
joining the counties of Donegal and Fermanagh^ 
being in extent 43 miles; in Englifh meafurement 
54.8 miles. Meflrs. MCrea's map of the county, 
made out in 1774, i77S> and 1776, and Dr. Beau- 
fort's memoirs agree perfeftly with the above ftate- 
ment. 

According to Dr. Beaufort's ftatement, the accuracy 
of which we have no reafon to fufpeft, the coun- 
ty Contains 467,700 acres, and, of courfe, 724 fquare 
miles; in £|igU(h meafurement 751^387 acres, being 
equal to 11 63 fquare miles. 



Sect. 3, Divifions. 

T4HE principal divifions are intp baronies, namely; 
Barony of Strabane, to the north. 

of Dungannon, to the eaft. 

'-^ — of Clogber, to the forath. 
- — i — of Omagh, partly to the weft; biit a large 
portion of it lies between the barcmies of Strabune 
and Clogher, and meets the barony of Dungannon 
on the eaft. 

The 
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The above baronies are divided Iflto parifliesj as 
follows. 

The barony of Strabane contamSf 

1. Donaghedy. y 

2. Leckpatrick. 

3. Caamus. . 

4. Urney) a fmall part in Donegal. 

5. Ardftra, 

6. Upper Bodony. 
7- Lower, do. 

6. Ckpftqjlu> - ' • - - . 

9. Cumber; only a fmall part of this ia the county. 

The barony of Dungannon contains ^ 

1. Liflbn, partly in the county Derry. 

2. Kildrefs. 

3. Derrylorne. 

4. Defcrtcreali. 

5. Artray. 

6. Ballinderry, partly in the county Deny. 

7. A^bbeJ ' • 

8. Ballyclog. 

9. Donaghendry. 

10. Clannoe. 

11. Tullyni(kal, V. ... 

12. Drumglafs. .... 

B 2 13. Killymon. 
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13; ^Ulymon. - - 

14. Clonfeckle. 

15. Pomeroy. 

16. Donagfamorc. 

17. KiUiftull, 
f8. Aughaloo. 

The hardny of Clogher contains f 

1. Donacavey, or the parifh of Fintpoa. 

2. Clogher. 

3* Errigle-Kcerao. . > , 



Frough, V. partly in the cotaoty Mooi- 



ghan. 
5. Aghalurcher^ partly 10 Fermanagh. 

The barony of Omagh contains^ 

I. Farmonmaguirk. 
2- Cloughcrny. 

3. Dreomraghi of parifli of Omagh. 

4. Uromore. 
5* Kilfkeery. 

'6. Loogfield, lately divided mto two liviDgt. 
7. Farmonomungan. 

Total number 6fparifhes. 



Barony of Sttabaoe. 9 parifiies* 
•*— — — of Dimgannon. 18 ■ ■ ■ 



Barony of 
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jBarooy of Clogher. 5 — — 

> v of Ottrtgh; "7 — L-iL, 

39 in the \vhole. 

There are only 35 pariflies, properly Vtthin the 
county^ a9 only a fmall portion of the remain- >^ 
ing four parilhes are marked 'Witbin the limits of 
the map of the county. 

Except the parifh of TuIlynUkal, and the pattlh 
of Errigle-Frough, (both marked V. t6 dencfte a 
▼icarage) the whole of the pariflies are ref^ories. 

Ecclefiaftical'Mvyum. 

Belonging to the diocefe of Armaghi there are^ 
1601500 acres. 
. ao pariftcy. 

19 benefices, 

20 churches. 

13 glebe-hpufcs. 
6 glebes, wanting glebe-houles. 
Belonging to the diocefe pf Dcrry, there are^ 
233,100 aqres, 
II parifties, 
II benefices* 
13 churches. 

B 3 9 glebe- 
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9 glebc-houfcs. 

2 glebc3, wanting glebe-houfes.^ _ 
Belonging to the diocefe of Clogher, there are, 
6.8,000 acres, ' 

4 pahihes. 

. . ^ 4 benefices. 

5 churches. \, 
, 2 glebe-houfes. 

2 glebes, wanting glebe-houfes. 
; ^he total of acres, in. the ecclefiaftical diftrifts of 
tbe jcounty, appear; to be 463,700, being 4000 acres 
lefs than.-the grofs apiount of 467,700, which 4000, 
I take for granted, are abbey-laud, or fuch lands, as 
are not fubjeft to tythes. 



Sect. 3. Climate. 



Th]£ latitude of a place does hot always determine 
the climate j fo with this county, wliofe main latitude 
is about 54f. 

The great . variety of foil and furfacc, throughout 
the county, caufes a great variation in the climate. 
Wefterly winds are moft prevalent the yeaf round ; 
hence follows the great humidity of our air, from 
being fituated fo near the Atlabtic Ocean. 

Our autumns are generally very wet, and unfa- 

vourable to the faving of crops of hay and corn. 

November is fometimes a favourable month. 

It 
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- It is the ioccmftADiey of the leaibfld we have molt 
to gomd i^nft ) eitlier extrones are never knowir 
to be ki'tole#able. 

The toes iA commoii occiirreBicefl ki htifbandry 
are, in a great ineafure, detendned' by the cHmate.' 
Oats are fovm from the . middle of March to th^ 
firft qE May> barl^ durlog the whole month of 
May ; flax-^ed about the fame 6ttfe« The hay har^ 
wttt^ let the weather be never to favourable^ k gtittcsJ 
tally kept too latd. 



Sect. 4. SofJ and Surface. 

It would be found an endlefs ta(k to enumerate 
the great variety of foils and furfaces within the 
county J the following fketch ,may^ however, be de- 
pended upon. ' 
. The mountaioy parts are generally fliallow, wet, 
and four; in other parts dry, hufky, and peaty, 
the depth feldom exceeding fix inches. In ibme pla- 
ces the fubilratum is tenacious, and hence we find 
the tops and fides of mountains generally , wet and 
fpongy. : In other parts, the* fiid^firatiim is- alblack^ 
folld bog, which is equally aft tcn^iotts as Rtong 
clay Toil, and of courfe prevents the water* froiji 
finking, by which means the furface is equally as 

bad 
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bad as in the former cafe. But wbf»re the fubftra)* 
turn is open f<^f gr^v^l, . or any other porous 
body, through which the water may readily pafi» 
the furface is alyrajs dry and wbolefixixei and very 
well calculated fpx young (lock to. fuaimer. Movin^ 
tafais pf the latjt^r defcriptioii ^are. always {Valuable 
to the .ojvnejrs, as tbey get a better price for feeding 
the Apck, which are ient to them generally in May> 
tlian thofe poflefled <^f land of the two. firft deP 
cripdons; whe^ the wet mountain kts only at five 
or fix fbillings a /um*, the dry mountain claims ten 
Ihillings, and fometimes more. 

Soils of the foregoing defcripdons are peculiar to 
the baronies of Strabanc and Omsigh i the baronies 
of Dungannon and Clogher are, generally fpeaking, 
of as good a quality of land, as perhaps ' any in the 
Itingdom. A large traA of the weft parts of the 
barony of Dungannon, and of the north part of 
the barony of Clogher, may be ranked with the 
inountainy parts of the baronies of Strabane and 
Omagh, 

The 

^ A' phrafe moft commonly ufed in this county; a 
^w ' three years old is a fam ; a two year old and one 
yearling a fum ; three yearlings a fum ; sl horfe is in fome 
parts a fum and a cjaarter, but is moft commonly a fum. 
A fufHf bead collopf and kfiiU are fynoniinous, accordiog 
to difitrent countries. 
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The furface of the v^hole county is wooderfolly 
diverfifiedy hill and vale beiog the preraiSttg cha-^ 
rafter. 

The JXuniQtaias of the greateft magnitude are 10 
the harony 6f Stf abaoe. The vaft chains of the Man- 
terloney mountains, firetching into the county of Derry, 
are the moft confiderable; Mullaghcairn, or Cairn* 
togher, \(rith Befly Bell, and Mary Gray, and many 
others are very confiderable. MuUaghcairn is the 
iiigheft mountain in the county, which I have proT« 
edi the next to it is Knockfowel, part of which 
is in the county of Derry. To the aboTe may be 
added the mountains of Ballygawley, oH the weft 
of the barony of Dungannon, and Morley on the 
weft of the barony of Clogher. 

In order to give the reader a more comprehenfivtt 
view of the foil and furface' of the county, I (hall 
{bt. down Omagh, the alGze town, as a common 
centre ; and proceed with the principal roads, through'* 
out the county, to the extremities of it. But firft, 
I fliall take a circular courle, which will include 
part of the barony of Omagh, the whole of the 
barony of Clogher, and more than two parts of 
the barony of £)ungannon. In the different excur** 
fions, the crops ufoally followed (hall be remarked^ 
which will, in fome meafure, give an idea of the 
^wality of the foil. 

Between 
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Between Omagh and Dromore^ y ^Bftance abonf 
feven nuksy the lands are, in general, ligitt asd 
gentle^ very much undulated. In many parts the 
foil inclines ' to a reddifii cobnr^ a great indication 
of fertility. Potatoes, flax, and oats, are tbr prin*- 
9pal crops; in feme fpots barley; about the town 
of Dromore,. the foil is not calculated for tbi^laitr 
ter. JLimefto^e is icarcei but as far as lime has 
been tried, it has been found to anfwer extremely 
well. : Vaft quantities of aihes are made fffotiH the 
peaty; foils, which ' are in thk - direflion tolerably 
plenty, thou^ the bogs are nor nua^rous or ex^ 
tfjsUive. ' 

< Umcftone is mot fpmkd nearer to Dromdre thaa 
the parifh of Longfield, vrhich abounds io diat.Ar^ 
tide, but the wa&i of good roads renders it pre- 
^ajrious, ,and of courfe'Tei^ expenflve. 
..From Dromore to Rntona, diftance abotit fire 
miles, Dght foili appears extsremely well calculated 
fdr Iheep, as the fubftratum is iu' genearal fend aod 
gravel, which, of courle,^ render the furface ibond 
and whdefome. Crops ; potatoes, oats, s»id flax^ or 
lather potatoes, flax, and oats in' rotation^ becaufe 
ip> few fituations, in this coyrfe, flax will not anfwer, 
unlefs fowo. immediately after, potatoes, which i^ 
almoft uttiter&Uy the cafe in thdr mountainy foils. 
Two crops of oats in fuch fituations a!?e ufiially 
t^ken off after flax, which is wrong, as the laft 
crop is frequently not worth reaping. 

Between 
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Between Fiatona aqd ^ve*aiile.^q.^f)i^ #ft?iM^ about 
ieyea miles; about thp formeri the fo'^ is.^hia and. 
C9ld> 'the fubftratum much • iudined to Aroog teua-. 
cious cl^y. Near this- town, a -good plaa of cutting. 
out a bog for prefent economy^ and future profit, is^ 
ipiritedity purfued by Mr. Ecclea,. which deferves 
particular notice, fince fo good a fyfiem,. I believe, 
is. not to be met with in the county, except near 
Verner's ferry, on the borders of the Black^water^ 
vrhich feparates the county of Armagh from thia 
county. 

About half way between the above, towns is^ a large. 

mountain called Murley, which makes a great andr 

firiking*feature ia the barony of Clogher*^ This fflou9*- 

tain affords a great capability for improvement, the 

furface being in general a rich peaty icul, with a fub*. 

ftratum of reddUh clay mixed with inncunerable finall, 

fiones. To render this* monntsun prpfit^^bl^ nothing 

more need be done, than to mix the upper and lower 

foils^ which conld be performed at Uttle^xpeace, fmce 

the fubftratum lies, qnly at a fmall diftanoe from ther 

peat, or rich moor, the. depth of which Jeldom exceeds^ 

a foot. Nothing can fupport this obfervatioo better 

than the fides of the road through the mountain^ 

where the ibils were mixed in forming th^ road from 

the water*tables. The white clover fpringsammediately, 

with many other ufeful graiTes. This circumftance is 

not peculiar to this diftri£t *, it is common throughout 

many 
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maay of out moutitdns, but the effe^s arc Here' ihoft 
€onfpicubu&i thoiigK J could not'^fdLver tHe jV^ff 
particle of limeftonc-gmydt which ibapuds ia'aliaoft"' 
the whole of the low-lands in this barony, and which 
I (hall prefently take notice of. ' 

In the flat country,' bdow this mountain, which U 
rich and extenfive, the foil is capable oP producing as 
good crops as any part of the kingdom ; generally a 
deep foil, abpnnding -^ith limeffode* tuiff limeftone- 
graveli but the latter is buVvery fparingly attended to, 
The general crops are potat;oes, barley, oats, and flax, ' 
and the rotation of them' is moft commonly as here iet 
down, with this difference, that two or three fiicceifivc 
crops 6f pats aire taken after barley ; but here this fyf^ 
tern is more pardonable, than in tlie foils of the coiiiity 
in general. Some patches of wheat are to be met ia 
the barony of Clogher, the culture of which might be 
extended to a large fcale, as the foils, in general, of 
this neighbourhood are peculiarly fuited to that grirn. 

From flve-mile-town to Clogfier, diflance about 

five miles; foil remarkably good for grifs and corn; 

abounds with limcftdne and Ikneftone-gravcl. • * 
'■•••• ' . ■ ' rf 

From Clogher to Augher, tiiftabci ibout two miles 5 

foil (hallow, and inclining to a reddUh hue ; Itmeilone 

fc^rce ; crops, potatoes, ftax^ and oats.' 

From Augher to Aughnacloy, by Bailybrick, &c , 

diftance about fix miles ; foil fliallow, inclining to clay, 

very tenacious 5 Crops, chiefly potatoes and oats, ibme 

flax. 
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.flax^ ^t JD^^^a^ugdpK. [Thouf^ the (oUL about KUly- 

low» yet tijpftber t|^Si i^.^eo^ral^^iJacQ^d; yery welL 
Saiae. patchics of barley about Aiigbaadoy^^bat this 
grain, is oot mqch f^yoqred^ Ifj ^: f^il 9f« tbll n«»gli^ 
bourhood-. ::[''■']•].' 
c From Aqghnacloy to Qallidoo^ diftw^e, abpi^t fix 
miles ( al^ gen^e fwells and fertile rales i\ab9in4aat 
crops of hay, oats^ barley^^ potatoes^ 9a% and fom^ 
rye r foU incfiiuiig to.redf aod» ia 9iaoy parta^ at^^Qudiag 
witb Jimei^ne apd limefton^rarel y iome nmle to be 
met with ia the fertile vales. 

r .£rom:Ca^i0QO^to Benburbi diftaoce about fix miles 
. a!ptig.|tlve .Blackwatqr, axid ,on to Blackwatfr town, 
wh/cb Ujcs principally in the cotmty of> Armagh* In 
Odoft part of tho£e diArifts the foils. are fertile and well 
calculated to every kind of grain peculiar to the coun« 
ty^ and, perhaps, to the idngdomi if judidoufly ma- ' 
naged. The exertions of DoAor Ricbardfon^ of Clon- 
feckle, near Blackwater-towB, in the line of farmings 
particularly on green crops, fully fliew what the fertile 
foils of the major part of the barony of Dongannon 
are capsible of producing. 

From Blackwater-town to the Moy, Dungannon^ 
&c. is beautiful and fertile, almoll beyond defcription. 
Every kind of crop fuccceds well, when the weather is 
at all favourable, as the fault of a bad crop can never 
be imputed to the foil j I wilh the fame obfervation 
Mrould hold good with refpeft to good management. 

From 
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- !]?rom Dungaiifion to Coal-ifland, and along the -ca- 
nal towards Veffler^s ferry, 8cc. ; UchI m gcrieril thin 
and'poc^; fcanty'^crops of pobtocs and oats/ ' " ^'" 

Agam^eftofai-Eftragannonto Cook^is-tbwn, Stewart's- 
town, ftc. ; ' foib' in jgaherkl deep • and fertile 5 gehe- 
rally produce every kind of grdn and vegetaJilc, pecn- 
Kar to tfec doimty; in great abundance. V«ry ftw hills 
or mount^s of 'ahy magnitiud^ at6 within a confider* 
abk diftance df Dungannon/ pahlcularly 'hi thte direo^- 
fion of Cdbk's^ttJwn, Stc^;irart-s^tdVn, TullyHog, &c* 

From Dttngjmnon atmoffthc'whole \iray'tb Six*iiiile« 
crofs, diftance about fifteen' mBes^; ahnoft' a'cohthiyed 
fcene of dreary-bog and mbuntmn. And again, firbm 
die latter viUagd to 'vrtthfc two or three miles of 
Otoagh, arie^ctendcd flat l)dg, of feveral thoufanJ 
acres, which is fiippofed to be the moft extenftvr ia 
the county; lam fure it is the moft unprofitable, and, 
frcto its fituation, the moft difficult to be improved. ^ 

Here ends a circle through part of three baronies. I 
fliall now proceed upon the different roads leading 
from Omagh- through moft parts of the county. 

From Omagh to Ballygawley, diftance about twelve 
miles; potatoes, flax, and oats; very thin, light {oils. 
TTie fame may be faid from Ballygawley to Dungan- 
non, diftance about ten miles. 

To Augher and Clogher, diftance twelve nriles ; foil 
and furface nearly the fame as on the Ballygawley 
road, and, of courfe, fo are the crops. 

To 
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fo Fintooa, diftanca from Omagh about (ix miles; 
HM. in geaeral go6d, dry, and much undulated ; pro- 
^daces^^in general^ good and certain crops. 

To IMrmnquio, Derg, and Clady, the ktter aboot 
tvrcifty miles diftance from Omagh. Except within 
t^w^o miles of the. town of Omagh, the Whole of this 
courfe exhibits notUag bnt one .condsned fcene of 
dre^rjr monncain ; though the coniftry for feveral miles 
rosnd Drumquin was, not more than forty, years agOr 
very well wooded, the remains of which are ftili vifible. 
It is a Ibil, in general, peculiarly adapted for planting, 
both for aptnels of foil, fituation, and eaie in inclofinjg;; 
To Newtown-flewart, diftance ieven miles; the 
whok way an indifferent foil, thin, fibftr^tum Arong 
and tenacious. Much bog and mountain occur in this^ 
direction, on both fidies of the river. Between Omagb^ 
aad the north part of die demeihe of Rafli, there are 
large tracts of excellent feeding-land, along the rirer 
on either fides. Except fbme fpots about Newtown*^ 
flcwart, there is little or no good land along the 
banks, .the whole of the way to Strabane, except fome 
trifle on the weft iide of the rirer, near that town* 
The banks in many parts are fleep, and of very little 
value, except for planting, for which purpoie they are 
extremely well calculated. 

From Omagh to Gortin, diftance about (even miles*'. 
Neat Oma^ a bog of feverai hundred acres, which 
will m tune be of great advantage to that town : at 

prefent 
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prefeQC it is ia a bad ftate, but is^ however^ very capa^ 
ble of betag improvedi which, no doubt^ will (hortly 
be the cafe. Grood roads is the firft ftep towards the 
impravemeat of bogs, in which the bog nnder con- 
(deration is not deficient: fome excellent roads are 
made, and others are in contemplation. 

The remamder of the way to Gortin, except about 
two miles through Lord Mountjoy's improvementSy is 
nothing but a continbatbn of rocky aftd barren motin- 
tain, romantic and piAurefque. to the higheft degree^ 
|n moft of thofe rocky features there are fertile veins, 
where timber-trees, fuch as btech, larch, and Scotch 
fir, would flonrifli apace. 

At Gottin, or rather over the village as yon go from 
Omagh, there is a moft extenfive view of many of the 
Munterloney mountains. The village of Gortin may 
be con^dered the capital of this immenie region. Be- 
fore the woods were cut down, the fcenes about Gor-*> 
tin muft have been truly pidlurefque, and efpeciaily the 
banks of the rivers and brooks, which fituations the 
wood chiefly occupied. Very little wood at prefent to 
be feen in this part of the countr}% except the woods 
of Carrick, the property of Lord Mountjoy, which are 
in a very flourifliing ftate, and kept in the highefl: de- 
gree of prefervation. But to return from this digref- 
fion; 

. From Omagh to Green-caftte, Cook's-town, &c.; 
aimoft the whole way is bog and mountain. In ap- 
proaching 
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proacliiag Cook's-towD, howeyer> the ibil mends con- 
fiderablyy and the magnitude of the mountains dimW 
nifhes. The lands every where about Ck>ok's<*town are 
of a good qualityi and produce abundant crops ; the 
town*parks, vrith the approaches to them from the 
main ftreet, are' well imagined^ and very judicioufly 
laid out. 

To enter into a minute detail of the great variety of 
foils in this county, would require a large volume} 
and, after all, perhaps, fnfficient juftice might not be 
done in point of accuracy, fince' it is well known, that 
there are many parifhes in the county^ fully deferiptive 
cf all I have here endeavoured to explain, and which, 
I candidly confefs, is far from the degree of juftice the 
lubje£l defcrves. 



Sect. 5. Mines and Mmrats. 

If, under the head Mines and Minerals, we mclude 
Kme,. and. other ipecies of ftone, we Ihall find this 
county very rich in many j but as lime and freeftonc 
are of the moft general ufe, I ihall confine my obfer- 
rations to them. But, before I proceed any further, I 
beg leave to remark, that, in making furveys of coun- 
ties, or of large diftrifts, the fituations of limeftone 
quarries fiiould be marked upon the map of the furvey. 

c Thefe 
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Ttefi rCMirks itiight b« fttfther cmtended; goM frec^ 

tk^vftttofts by the foirvepr, winch cduld cot take tq^. 
Mfich ^xwt, tronid be feood bf great adviotage^ m 
Ipbintidg dUt thoft hidden treafarbs* G1q& iareftig^- 
ttbnd 6t ihc^e febjefts i&ay materially ferve to IHfcw the 
landlord the true value of his property. Maay otj^ 
ItdVahtajgei iftTduid refult from this kmd of ipeculalloii^ 
^#ftith At pt^tit I iimft oinit to fet forth, khd ])ro^&dd 
\h IMw ^he liti^^ck>n of fotafe of the priiapid quaf ries 
kni tkk^^ of lime &t!^ fre^ftoae. 

In t^ b&hMiy )0f Strabltiey thete are the following 
Yiim iind Ire^Aoflie qO&rtrk^^ vritft many others 6f I^ 
^^tfe. • " . ' 

At Lifaaglr and lifnacannaD^ near Lord. MoAii^dffs 
demefoe, and about a quarter of a mile weft of the 
poft-road, are two excellent limeftone quarries of great 
extent, and peeBli^f fy ealcshfted for the^improvement 
of land, of which his Lordfhip's tenants are thoroughly 
fenAble, fince they carry it fix or eight miles to difier- 
eut parts of the eftate. 

Mary Gray mountain, eaft of the river S'triiel, and 
within a mile of the towh of WewtoNvh-ftewart, 
.aboundis with limeftone of a good ijuaKty; ahi the 
quarry is fo drcumftanced, that it can never be ah* 
ooyed by water, which is of fingular advantage ia 
th^ working of any quarry,. 

" 'The 



\ 
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r^eGaIfiOD8> betvseea Novtt€iwii4l»wift aiid Bm«( 
gla&bridge, are wttj tich ki limeftonet wUch ia «U' 
lotwed to be of 4ha taft quality for bwldiagxtf aay ia 
tbe county. 

Tha above qvarrfes, witfi dtbera aiore ioferfer, ar* 
vpoa (he Newtowa-ile'wait eftate, ChA {>ioper9 of 
Lord MoOBi^eys and alfe two cek^aced freeftoiMr 
Quarries, one at Cofeik, withtn thre^ iBiIea of Wew«^ 
town^flewart, and the other at Tailyovfe^ on the A^ef 
Strael, ^Idiin a (mA\ dlftance of tiie demefiie of RaA/ 
To the former quarry a great part of 4he buHding ^ 
Baroa''^-o^!ilt^ for dut fiooe^ iR^as indebted. At Dtt- 
glaft^ on the-eaft lide of the Strnel, «nd.at the Suinej 
on the weft fide of the fame xvKtf afe ekeellent 'frees 
Aone quarries, <!apat)ie of becpg flioulded into any 
ftiapes the latter f«pplied Saron's-courtbmklHigs v4^ 
a great quanlky of cut Aone. 

" At %«fl«:y, wUbin a mtje or two ^ ikidfl^manag^ 
tbere are unneafe quarries of Ikneftone, extending a 
great length along a rivukt. This chctin of iknelfoBi 
appears 40 t>e coanefted with the great 4ktteftoB)b 
4|ttarfy cdi^d the« Bu€terk>op, in the midft of ^eMun^ 
lerloney •mottntdms, <M4ikh I fii^> in anocber pkLOB, 
have an occafion to fpeak of. 

In 4ie barony of Qungajnon,^out Cookf S'-to^fhand 

S«cwaitV4S9wn, ikn^one b k g*^t ^^bundaooie; abd 

•idlb fl^ut Dungannbii, and la'^nany bther parts, pa#. 

'^utoly^at Bcnburb, whofe quarries appear inexhauft. 

c 2 tibl^. 
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tible. I have obferveda chalky fubftance to adhere to 
moch of the limeftone about Cook's-town, which does* 
DQt render it the worfe for either manure or cement. If. 
the flone be broken very fmall, and applied to Ian<]». 
it is fonnd to anfwer very. well without calcination. 
Here, and^ throughout a great part of this harony» 
Umeftone is burned , with culmi or fmall coal, inftead 
of turf. AtBenburb) culm generally fells at i8/..by 
the ton, and the lime-meafure here is thirty-two gal« 
lonsj, which is commonly fold at x^. 7^. per meafure 
IQCfaei or unflacked. 

This barony is by no means deflitute of freeflon^f 
which is fully demonftrated by the towns of Dungan*-.. 
non, Cook's-towui ' &c. 

The barony of Omagh is not very rich ia limeftcHie; 
the principal quarries are in the pariAx of Loqgfield^ 
which are inexhauftiblci as are alfo quarries of free- 
l)one of an excellent qualityv The mofl part of the 
county is fupplied with mill-ftones from the rocky* 
mountains about Drumquin, in this pariih. Mill*ftones 
are feldom got in regular quarries in this neighbour^ 
hood '9 they generally are hewn out of Angle detacbejd 
locks. Mountain or grit-ftone is beft calculated for 
mill-ftones. 

• About ClogheFi and many parts ef the manor 
iof Aughentaine; and alfo about Ballygawleyt both 
ia the barony of Clogher, are veij rich in limeftone 

Freeftonc 
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Freeftooe does not appear to be pkaty^ or of a good 
quality, m this barony. 

Cm/. 

Coal-iflandf in the barony of DongannoDi 18 the 
only part of the county, where coal- works are carried 
oa with any degree of fnccefs. When I faw the col- 
liery in the fummer of iSoo, five pits were working, 
feemingly very indullriouily. There is no fire-en^ne 
here, nor does it appear, that the works are much imr 
peded by water. There appears, however, to be a 
great want of encouragement to this bufineis : the ca^ 
nal at preient is in a wretched ftate, choaked up with 
mud and weeds. The approaches, alfo, to the colliery 
might be materially improved, of which they ftand in 
great need- 
Near Cook's-town fome coals were raifed; but, 
from the fituation, I am apt to believe, they muft al- 
ways be attended with much expenfe. Near the town 
of Dungannon fome pits were funk, ^nd, I believe, 
fome years ago mu^h coal was raifed. Here a fire 
or fteam*engine was erected in the fummer of i8oq; 
a pit was then finking in the new town of Dungannon, 
or very convenient to it, from the fituation of which 
there is much to be apprehended, from water annoying 

the work» 

/ ^ Within 
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Omaghi there appear ftrong indlcadatts of a rich coal- 
mine, fituated, I belicTe, on Mr. Godfre/s eflate, ad- 
joining ibme church-land, belonging to the fee of Der- 
ry. In May xSoo, I fpent fome time there on fpc- 
culation* 

1* radidon Htys, that a !V(rater-fpout had, many yeari^ 
ago, fallen on the fpot, where the coal now appears ; 
no doubt, defigned by providence for the good oF 
mankind. Throu^ time, and in consequence of th^ 
imprefHon made by the gre^t body of water, which the 
fpout produced, a fmall brook todk place, which at 
this time is funk upwards of one hundred feet \ fuck 
is the yielding quality of the foil of the mountain, 
where this phenb'menon was fuppofed to have hap- 
J)cned. 

It appears to me, that fmking a few pits, or 
ihafts, backwards in the mountain, would' be the 
moft likely way to afcertain the depth of the ftra- 
tum of Coal ; and, if the thicknefs of the mine was 
found fufficient to be at the expence of following it, 
inftead of finking (hafts in the ufual way, the work 
might be carried on^ from the face of the bank, at 
the furface of the ftream, where the coal appears, 
accompanying the water, in a contmued layer, from 
nine to eighteen inches thick, ftill encreafing in thick- 
iie&, as it advances, in^ a direftion nearly horizontal, 
>athor rifmg ^ which is a good omen. 

There 
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^^^Thae is a large (hope of thfi firamm yUlblCi pqy- 
liaps between three or four bllQjdre^ feet, before if, 
dHkppeara. From this cifcttmftaace there i^ tp^Toti 
to fiippofb it runs horizociraU pr pearly fpi throoghr 
^tac the mouDtaia, ^r perhaps thrpugi^p^t ^ tbf 
monataios in this part of the country. 
V *Parf of Lough £roe is wkhig ei^ht qv n}fie ailes 
of this place, in a ftr4gh( Uac* A jcaUfd carried 
^diag rgnnd tl^e aaoun^Mns, in the beft line for p, 
canal, probably might be double tba^ di(^anc^. 

It is faid, that the waters of I.ougb T^tt\& arc 
iiigher chaa the Qeigbbourbp94 Pf ^he cpa) mine; 
this, however, might be prpve^. Frpm the gres^t 
««BAer of iHXioikft ithf giigjiput t^ n^qntaipy cQU^try, 
k is very pxplv^bjk» th^ ^ pleniiful fppp^y of water 
adght at all (eafpi^ be procured; hot thi$ point 
.fl^^idd lie well tfofftaiiifsd, before an under^pjung pf 
d»8 kiad fhould be fejt on foot, 

A perfo9, ikilled ip Can^l works, might be appobted 
to take the jl^yel^, ie^amine t^e nature of the foi^, 
afcertain the quantity of water, that might be procured 
from the rivulets and brooks in the fummer iealbn, 
with other ufeful pdnts neceflary to be known. The 
expence attending all this would be found but trifling, 
wbea, jcoxfipQ^ti to the m^i^y advantages, ^hi^ might 
ioiia^ f com fuch an .uad^rtak^ng. 

There are .evident fign^j pi tins country aboundiqg 
in.iipa ore; and fiioh a coUjery as the aboye^ if it 

fliould 
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(hould be found to anfwer, would, no doubt, . encour<« , 
age the fearching for mines ^ 

Thq quality of the coal is excellent! having been 
tried by feveral. I have tried it myfelf, and found it 
to agree with the favourable reports I have had frQm 
others. 

The following accounts I have had from Mr. O'Ncil, 
an old refident of Drumquin, whofe veracity I have 
no reafon to fufpeft. That fome years ago he.h^ 
been examined by Mr. Camac, a well known enter* 
prizing gentleman in the mineral kingdom, refpeAiag 
this buflnefs ;' that a Scotch engineer had taken the 
levels, and in fome meafure afcertained the whole ex- 
pence to ^e about twelve thoUfand pounds, the diftancc 
of the line, propofed for the canal, to the neareft 
point of Lough Erne, to be about twelve miles ;' that 
in a fevere winter, which happened Some years agQ, 
and when it was dijfficult to procure turf, the ReV. 
Mr. Daniel, of the parifti of Longfield, ^ufed the 
coal in queftion, in cpnamon, throughout his honfe* 

. Irott Ort^ 

From the fulphureous and ferruginous appearances 
of water in many parts of this county, there is raifon 
to apprehend, that iron mines might be procured ia 
large quantities; but the want of the ncccffary fwd 

for 
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for fmeltiDg, idtb^r wood or co^Ui rcDder this article of 
no value^ even ]£ found on the furface in ever fiich 
}arge. ^uanti^es.. Caoals might, in a great meafor^v 
remedy this, as by them the ore HMght be c^nvi^e^ 
convenient to coal, fmce wood is out of the qae(|ion, 
and of courfe will be So for ni^ny years to come. 

It is: commonly reportied, that iron flooes have beep 
found, through the mountains of Munterloney, whic|i 
have been worked into good iron in jcpmipon forg^^ i 
but this w^s cpofirmatipn. 



C/aySf Jktch as an ufed for Brick or Pottery^ . 

In treating of foils in general, perhaps the article, 

Clajy might be brought in with fome propriety ; but 

rconfidering,^ how unequal pure clays are to the pur- 

•pofes of vegetation, without the aHiftance of other 

foils, I prefume a Separate difcuiGSon may' not be 

thought improper in this place. 

AlmQft every parifh and town-land affords clay ca- 
pable of making bricks of various colpurs, but the 
. pale brick is deemed the moft durable. 

.About Fintona, in the barony of Clogher, good floorc 
Ing and ridge tiles are made ; garden pots, and a great 
variety of crockery ware for country ufe. The beft 
pottery in the county, and perhaps in the kingdoipi 
is within a mile of Coal-iOapdi on th$ road to Yer- 

ner*5 
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liar's ferrf > is ih6 btf ony of DcmganaoQ, Ref^ wtt 
nanufaJhifed all ibrt« of rougk crockery vare, lire 
l^ridcs> and tlks'foir malt aad oat-kilQ8> ^ as good a 
<jfxaSity as any inipofted. 

^ Tlie clay, before it is b«ked| is of a dirty #hlte ; tbe 
beft of it is made into imali oblong pieces, of about a 
^ponnd each, which is <!ried to the Aia, and (bid on the 
fpot at a penny each. It is nfed as a (M^ftitme for fnt- 
lera eartlr, fer eldEining leather breeches, &c. For this 
purpoie it is fent to many diftant partSi and brings a 
profitable return. 



Sect. 6p Wat^* . . t 

There are few coiraitles M (iie kingdom betttr 
iilppiied with wa/ter, than this iiounty. The Btac)^- 
water accompanies k for upwards of thirty jinks, 
dividing it from the cowntjes of Majtaghan aujd Ar- 
nagb for the whole length of thgt conrle, aiid at 
lengtb falls into Lougneagh at Maghery. i 

The principal river is neariy oeatrai m the .Gowity, 
and goes :imder varions names % the part of it^ «^hich 
lies above^ or, to the footh of Omagh, i^id fomewh^t 
ftorth of thetoYm, goes by the name of Camipon, «>r 
^ Camann. From tikence to Ncwt^w«^fte«^art, it goes ipy 
the name of- Stfud^ whicfc appears to be oew4y doiaed. 

Between 
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'fietwteti Newtowni-ftewart, and Strabaoe, and fo on to 
Liffordi itgoes by the andent nam^, tte Monrtie; and^ 
from thence forward to Londonderry, by the general 
name of the rker Poyle; 

In ks progrefs throngh the county it receives fome 
confiderable rivers, and brooks^ or, as they are here 
caOed, b^rnes, inmsnerable, as every mountain prodUf* 
ces hs part of a brook, and aimoft ail the brooks in 
the county ultimately join the river Mournc. . 

At Omagh, or a little to the eaft of it, twoconfider- 
able. rivers meet, namely, Drumragh, and a mountuny 
river; in the neighbourhood of this junQion, I fuppofe 
the name Cammon is aiTumed, the word being derived 
from crookednefs, or fudden bends, which here occur 
frequently. Below Omagh, about two miles, the Poa, 
or the Fairy water joins. Near Newtown-ftewart, two 
confiderable rivers fall in, namely, the Gortin, and 
Glinnelly rivers, the junAion of which is at Corlck 
woods, about three miles eaft of Newtown-ftewart. At 
Ardftra, the river Derg joins \ and below Strabane 
near Lifford, comes in the river Fin, which divides 
this county from that of Donegal, as far as the village 
of Clady. 

The lakes of this county are poor and infignificant, 
if we except Loughneagh, which only mears a fmall 
portion of it j the lakes at Baron's-court feem to be 
the largeft, and are by far the moft interefting in 
the county, as being, or compofing part of the 

Marquis 
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MarqQia of Abercorn's demefoei aad which at moll 

ft^foas of the year appear to great advantage. 

A fmall lake at Augher> in Sir William Richard- 
fon's demefne^ is beautiful, and happily drcumftaaced. 
There are feveral fmall lak^Sj or rather pools, ia the 
baronies of Dungannoni Clogher, and Omagb^ but 
very few in the barony of Strabane; I believe tiiere 
, ^re not more than two or three in the latter barooy a 
^t l^aftj I do not recollect sg>y more« 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. U 



AG^ICUX-TURE, 



SfiCT^ I. Mode ^ Culture, 

FROM the great variety of the foils of tMi 
county, it muft follow that there are various modes 
of culture. 

I believe there are not better potatoc and flax farmers 
in the kingdom, than thoie of Tyrone in general are ; 
the :only- branches of hufbandry they excel in, or have 
any pretcnfions to. And, though we feldom find large 
tracts of potatoes together, yet vre meet with innumer- 
able fmall patches throughout the county, in many 
parts aknoft up to the fummits of the higheft moun- 
tains. This is a ftrong indication of the populouinefs 
of the county. 

The fame obiervation holds good with refpeft t* 
flax, as it is as common for the poor man to have 4 
lot of the latter, as of the former, fince without both 
he <x>uld not exift. It muft, however, be remarked^^ 
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that there are many mountaioy fituations, which may 
aiifwer for poutdes^ where flax would have no chance^ 
m fuch> oats always follow potatoes^ as there barley 
would not fucceed* It is an old remark, that, « where 
barley thriYes, flax is &re to fucceed after it'' 

Oats are moft commonly fown on one ploughing^ 
which is performed ibmetimes before, but moft com- 
monly after Chriftmas; but this tttt>de is obferved only 
in good barley foils, and moft commonly after it, and 
ibmetimes after flax. In mountsdny (oils, where oats 
follow potatoes, its has been already ob&rved, plough- 
ing never takes place till immediately before the time 
cf fow^ng, • 

.. Twenty ftone is the uf^aI aUowaoc^ of oati to tbc 
plantation acre (I always mean the plantation acre^ 
which generally Tvetorns eight jbarcelft,. of e^teen jftcpe 
to the barrel. Sixty Aooks, of twelve iheases tod^e 
flook, are reckoned a good icxjop for «o acre t9 ft^ 
duce ; aad^ when fodder |s at a reaibcwUb «aie^ ibs 
value of the ilraw is aboiit thkty (bHHx^fi, hut It U 
moft commonly higher. The ftraw is poafidered t^ \^ 
equal to the expence of plaughii|g, harifoiirii^ reifp- 
ing, and making up. ^ 

As, in good land, flax generally fncceeda CMttib tW9 
iJonghii^s are -always given ; ^he £rft before, or ;*er 
Cbtiftmas, and the fecand juft before the .linne of &w^ 
iag. Forty .gallons is the dual allowaaee for an jlopc^ 
«aad one-iixth kfs fyr a .Cuofiiqghafi}, •r Seoteb Jbcoet 

the 
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tb« btcar bting the cofimloti m^ft&re, by wMch the 
funxiei^ regttlals all di^ knd let to poor cottiera^to the 
c^M^^Kre way (a phtaA^ ufuidlf iniiterftood ia this 
couatry to denote u yearly take» or ktttaf the. land 
only for one crop), though the farmer himielf may rent 
his land by the plantation acre. This is a grievance on 
the poor, whiicfa certainly ihonld be redreffed. 

It is very common to fow flax after barley^ when 
the khd is n6t in good h'e'att ; and, ia fuch cafes, the 
Ricteediftg crop is oats, add thea thfe land is fliffef fed t5 
reft ^6r three or font yeart in a ftate of nature, moft 
tommonty without a^ance from graf$>-feeds of an^ 
tort.'- 

Potatoes are generaTTy plaftted on lea4and, plongh- 
Ihg for \hem teing very felAom pfaftifed, efpecial- • 
*Iy Vy "ihe poorer claf&; but this prafticc is chiefly 
confined to the baronies of Strabane and Omagh, 
\^Mth, i dttc fay, trt icqtifl no twt>-t!iitd^ of the whole 
'Ct3ftrnty. ThefartoCt fitrds great adt^antage In gttidg 
^(Wgji gtotind td the edtfier, who tnnft tlthet -put n^ 
^^h It, off Sivatft. Wheto Ac land is ploughed, and 
liffifclentl:^ pttlterffed, ifcc trop fe genetaHy -dttrfHt 
that produced, in the ufual way of planting on the lea. 
^«vW5ver, tfi6tigh %hfe po&c "tMB may be tewrh fopely 
-tfShtflfca, by IjteiWg *e^tf yfe«r ^dWiged t^ jflaftt totigli 
%£tid at «h« feito^r's e^tiOJ^, ^t 1!he ce^m^ifttty at lan-gt 
fWtp ^he %c*iefit iof */ ai teiid -is Ibea^r gfa^iied, afliA 

brought into a profitable courfc of cultivation. 

The 
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The induftry, with which the poorer clafs fet abcnit 
collecting manures, is moft praiie-worthy ; a full ac- 
count of which fhall be given in its proper placc^ 
under the article Manures^ which fee. 

Obfervations en the foregoing Se3ion4 

In lea ground, two fucceffive crops of potatoes 
would be found of more general advantage than one. 
70 the owner of the land^ perhaps, in fome cafes, one 
(Crop only may be more for his intercft, as he will have, 
of courfe, more rough ground brought into culture, than 
he could bave by taking ojS* two fucceiCve crops., If 
the foil be ftrong, and difficult to pulvprize, two pota^ 
toe crops fliould certainly be preferred, without an ia- 
tervening crop. 

But the farmers of this country are remarkably fond 
of barley crops, as they are always a ready money arti- 
cle ; indeed they are frequently bought up by private 
diftillerSj'feveral months before they are reaped; thii 
temptation frequently fuperiedes every other folid ad> 
vantage* 

Half the quantity of manure^ uied for the firft crop of 
potatoes, will ferve for the fecond, and the latter never 
fail in being moft abundant ; and, if the drill fyftem 
be followed, there will be a great faving of ieed and 
labour. 

Br 
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. By followiog tbis.fyftem it is very obviousi that the ^ 
quantky of food may be coafiderably edcrcafed, though 
not fo much laod may be brought into cultivatioa ia 
the fame (pace of time. I am not, however, perfeAIy 
clear, but more grain may be obtuned, on account of 
the good preparation the land wi^ undergo, by taking 
off two crops of potatoes, than in the ufual way of 
taking only one crop. 

A country may be overfiocked with barley, and it is 
too frequently the cafe in this kingdom, the efFeAs of 
which are forely felt by the lower dafs, from the im- 
moderate ufe of ipirits, when it becomes fo cheap, as to 
be within the reach of every common labourer. But 
the cafe is different with refpeA to potatoes; there 
cannot be too many of them. As long as Britain re- 
tains a navy, there will be a demand for pork. Pota- 
toes are not only the food of man, but are al(b that 
of horfes, cattle, pigs, and poultry; flieep, alfo, are 
eafily taught to eat them. 

One great advantage to farmers and labourers may 
derive from having plenty of potatoes, as, in fpring, 
milk and butter is always fcarce ; beef and mutton^ 
at that feafon, are entirely out t>f the reach of the 
lower order ; pickled pork may be had upon cheap 
terms, when potatoes are plenty. A pig, killed at' 
Chriftmas, may go a great way in Ipring, by pick- 
ling part of it, inftead of making bacon of the whole, 
as is ufually done. A pound of pork, in fpring, 

D with 
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vrith leekai oatmeal, greens, &c. would go further 
than two pounds of bacon in a famay, and would 
be found confiderably more nourifting. 



Sect. 2. Extent of Culture^ and of each Species of 
Grain Jbwed* 

Befoke I proceed on this fiibjeft, I beg leave to re- 
mark to the Boardy that it is my humble opinion, this 
feftion might be lomewhat iraperfeft, without includ- 
ing potatoes in the difcuffion ; therefore I fhall take 
the liberty of giving them a place with the grain. 

It is impoffible to be accurate on this fubjeA, 'mth-' 
out making an actual land furvey ; and this could only 
ferve for one feafon, fince the quantity of land, under 
culture, mull always vary according to circumftances, 
fuch as the encreafe or decreafe of population, &c. 

Perhaps the beft method of determming this point 
is, by attending to Doftor Beaufort's Memoirs, where 
he ftates the county to contain 28,704 houfes, which 
ttate.ment at this day is fufficiently accurate, notwith- 
ftanding the fuppofed reduftion of the inhaWtants 
by emigration, raifrng militia, &c., which, in the 
whole, are fcarce worth attending to. 1 believe, with 
many others, that the county is more on the encreafe 
than on the decreaie. 

Ffom 
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ff FroiUfeVeirai) vi&ws Ihavetakea ia diiFereat pariflies» 
lam^ cl^rly pf ppiaioQ, that the mimber of periba«» or 
ra^erth&.avp^age u>.<a6b houfei is rather »over than 
under fix; but I (hall abide by that number, which 
would ihake'the whole of the iahabitaats of the coun- 
ty equal to 17212^4. 

* 'What remains to aicertaio is, toihew what quantity 
of laud i« fuffident to fupply a facfuly, coniifling of fix 
perfons, the year round. This,.- from repeated obfer- 
vations in feveral parifhes, I have determined fuffi- 
cieotly accurate to anfwer our preient purpofe. 

The cultivation, neceflary to fupport.a family of the 
above dcfcripti<m (no matter whether part be children 
' or not, as children wafte food, and are fuppofed to l^e 
equal to grown-up perfons), I ftate as follows: 

3 acres of oats -, - Quantity of feed, 60 ftotit; 
^ ditto, potatoes, - ditto, - 80 ditto 

i ditto, barley, - - ditto, - 8. ditto 

4 ditto, flax, - - ditto, - 15 gallons 

^ ditto, garden and haggards 

4i total cultivation, which, multiplied by 28,704 
houfes, gives, for land in cultivation, 129,168 
acres, of which the proportion is ; 

For oats, - - 86,1 1 2 acres 

— potatoes, - - 14,352 ditto 

— barley, - - i4>3S2 ditto 

— flax, - - 10,764 ditto 

— gardens, &c. - 3>s88 ditto 

129,168 ditto 
D 2 The 
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The alK>te account (hews, that a cdilfider'ahle deal 
ttiote than one-f6urth of the county is in culdvadoa; 
the whole number of acres itf the eooiftyi accor<fiirg to 
Doftor Beaufort, being 467,700. 

In taking a general view of tbe.conntj) this gteat 
traA of cultivation does not appear to occupy ib much 
fpace, as what in reality is the cafe ; the iseafon is, that 
moontainy and hilly lands meafttre mote to the eye, 
than flats and low fitnations^ which are^ of ^ourft, 
chiefly occupied is* culture. 

It has been flie^n, that ^ acres of oats require 60 
(lone of ieed} 86,112 acres will require 1,722,240 
Aone, or 95,680 barrels, of 1 8 ftone to the4>arreL 

Half sn acre of potatoes requires 80 ftone of feed ; 
14,352 acres, by the fame rule, will be found equal to 
2,2^63220 ftone, or 114,816 barrels, at 20 ftone to 
the barrel. 

With refpefl ta the quantity of lartrf, barley is equal 
to potatoes, which, at fixteen ftone to the acre for 
feed, will be found equal to 229,632 ftone, or 14,352 
barrels, at 16 ftone to the barrel. 

Forty gallons of flax-feed are ufually fown on an 
acre; 10,754 acres will require 229,632 gallons, or 
6,145 hogfheads, allowing 70 gallons to the hogftiead> 
but this meafure is never uniforAi. 



The 
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it 



Tie tuiole may be thus Jlated^ 



Species. 

- 1 


Acres. 


ff^^bar- 
relsfiwed. 


Aver, 
peracre. 
barrels. 


barrels. 




Oats. 


86,1 12 


95,680 


7* 


602784 


Potatoes. 


M.35* 


Ii4>8i6 


80 II48160 


Barley. 


}4»2Si 


M^3S? 


10 


I43>S29 


Flax. 


10,764 


6145* 




Garden, &C.I 3588 





Here it may be neceflary to retnark, that the gar- 
den and haggard is commonly the fame, bnt is al- 
ways filled with crops in fiimmejr, 090ft commonly 
cabbage. This part only ferves \o (hew the quantity 
of l^nd, cpunting nothing on the ieed ibwed, or 
the produce, as is fhewn {a th^ fket^h above Aat^d. 

In the foregoing ftatement, half an acrj: of oats is 
allowed for feed^ and a fmall quantity for horfes^ whoie 
allowance of this article indeed .is moft commonly 
fcanty and prccarlo.usi four barrels of potatoes gre 
alfo deduAed from the produce of the half acre, 
for an allowance of feed for the next feafon; the 
half acre of barley malces no part of the food df 
the family, yet ferves to (hew the extent of culture 
and quantity of feed fowed; and the reafon is, be- 

otufe 
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caufe this grain generally follow^ potatpes; indeed it 
is always the cafe in good land.. 

• Two and xhalEacxes o£ oats.I.place againft a honfi:»> 
■or fix in i family i/tji^ p^roduce ' lii 'niealj^ .ujion an ave- 
rage, 1 71; cwt. flowing i2olb. to the hundred, which 
for oatmeal is the general fiandarx^, '^^Pg. "^^^^ °^9fi?*. ; 
cafe turned inta pecks of 'lolb; \7ithcrat fra flluual ' 
parts. This allowance will.be. found nearly., oae . 
pound per day, to each perfoo for the yjear rouiid.* 
Thirty-fix barrels of potatoes* are the cominop 
produce of half an acre, after deduftiilg foiTr barrels 
for feed. This allowance in the grofs, to the whole fa- 
mily, •wijl bp found better than 4ilb. daily,. to each 
individual. Between meal and potatoes, the daily food 
for each perfon will be found to exceed 5ilb. 
which, with the help of the garden in fummer, may 
be confidered an ample allowance. Pigs and dogs, 
of courfe, muft fall in for their (hare; the latter, from 
their great number, certainly deftroy more food than 
the former-, but this wafle of food our country rare- 
ly confiders as a grievance. How many pigs might 
be- fed, throughout the kiqgdom, with the food 
thrown away upon ufelcfs dogs, which, are, by far 
tiie« greater part, a pcft to the community, 

r- •• : . . JEo' 

* Of 20 ftone to the barrel ; for eafe in calculation, I 
prefer the 20 ftone barrel, though the ftandard of the x:ouri- 
ty Is generally 40 ftone to the barrel. 
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. In this place it may be neceflkry to remark, that^ 
fo far as barley immediately follows potatoes, the cal- 
culation will hold good; but this is not always the 
cafe, iince, in mountainy iituations, oats muft neceC- 
farily follow potatoes; however, in fome cafes, where 
the foil is very good, it is common to fow barley 
after the laft crop of oats (which (hall be (hewn 
in the next article); but for this, a dre(Sng of ma- 
nure muft be ufed. This additional crop of barley 
I (hall let ftand, againft th^ waut of barley crops 
in mouQt^ny fituations. 

I believe.it is (carce neceflary to renaark, that 
very few cottiers are exactly drcumiUnced accord- 
ing to the above ftatem^iit; cpitierf, . in geneiialy 
have not a third part of the fdlowance here fet 
down, from the farmers; which .(hall, be taken 
notice of in its proper place; the dilFerence muil 
be purcha(ed, moft comin9nly by tbe.induftry pfth? 
loom. • . ' , » 

The quantijty of flour ul^, of, which is tbiif-fape, 
the wheatea bread made i^le. of, ||y the b^u^r. (brt 
of people, and particularly. U^ the principal, towns, 
may be confldered as a draw-back, from th(^ above 
ft^ment; biHt the very, few, who are accuftomed 
to wheaiwi bread, make but a (mail bulk, when 
compared to the community at. large. 

Sect. 
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Sect^. 3. Courfe of Crops. 

I. Courfe, bat ndt the moft general j&j 

1 oats. ' ■ . •■'' • 

2 do. 

3 flax. ' ■ ' ' ''-'-'] 

4 oats. ; . /. 
The above is moft commonly followed m lands 

formerly taken in, and which have been allowed to 
reft for a few years after the firft courfe. The fecond 
rotation j and fometimes the. third and fourth, is ge- 
nerallythe fame z% the firft. This is a moft abomi<* 
nable fyftem; the latld-is never fuffered to reft a^y 
length of time, and the laying down with clover, or 
any kind of grafs^fccdv iff generally out of the n^uefr' 
tion. 

Except about Strabane, and Omagh, very little at^ 
tention is paid to the laying down with grafs-ieeds. 

2. The following' courfe is the moft Jiniverfal, and 
is by iaf^ the moft rational, particularly for the ba- 
ronies of iStrabane antl Omagh. 1 

1 potatoes, upon lea land. 

2 barley, upon one ploughing in April, or May. 

3 oats, upon one ploughing about Chriftmas. 

4 flax, upon fwo ploughings, the firft about Chrift- 
mas, and the next immediately before the time of 
fowiog; which is generally about new M^y. 

5 th. Oats» 
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' 5tb.O^$^ af»4 then 'the land let out for a few years 
as' before. If^'the-lahd be in good <5bndMon, bariey 
generdly fblldws this crop of oats, but the foil mvft 
be liighly manured ;' after' tMs follow 'oats, and then 
fiaxj and fnfFered to reft a^ bcforet 1 . I 

Here are eight fnccefflve crops nmning, wiiUbut 
any Idiiid of melioratihg'' crop. - n, . J 

There are many however, I who follow^ bcttei* fyll 
teW; they ftop after the laft crop of barley, by which 
means 'theland is let out m gobd heart, and^ of coorfe, 
will come round for a fecond courfe in a (horter 
time. 

To this praAice, if the lowing of grafs-feeds a;id 
clover, when the latter might be thought to fucceed^ 
was added, much benefit would certainly enfu^. 

3d. Courfe, commonly followed in mountainy fito- 
ations. ' 

X potatoes. 

2 oats. ' 

3^<oats. 

In ibme mountainy fituations, a third prop of oats 
is taken off, but this rarely happens. 

In boggy marfhy fituations, a fourth fyftem is fol« 
lowed, which I look upon tQ be the moft profitable 
of any. 

Part of the foil is burned for afties, fuffident to 
manure a crop of potatoes. Two crops are generally 
taken off, and then it is laid down, moft commonty with 

black 
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black oatSi which frequently Jo^g^^ ^ad r<^ in., wer 
feafbos. Notwithftanding tlu% a s^oft juxiyiaot .ver4ure 
fooa takes place^: without any afliftaoce |rpm bay-feeds; 
lhe white meadow grafs (Holcaa laaatua}> beifig pf cu- 
Jiar to fnch foils, £>oa occupies the fujrfac^^ ; ^^ , '. 
Tlua mo^'O^ bringuig in .^^d }ias of .Jatp years 
been very much attended tOy vrh'ieh the pepul^ find 
to their, ^idyantage, in , pjEji^t, of gaining annually a 
confiderdbje aQjCiuiiitian^to i^eadow jand^ th&w^nt;pf 
which i» ;he. gr eateft /mco^veoi^n^ this^coMPty 1> 
hours uiidor. > • 

Ohftrvationu 



If, Inftead of always following, pq^toes widx .barley 
in good foUs> -we, were qccafionally to introduce wheat, 
no doubt we would get into a better habit of .living, 
with refpcft to food, than is at prefent the €afe.., The 
leflening the confumption of fpirits, and the .getting 
into a mode of ufing wheaten, and rye breads (which 
ihould b^ generally milled,, fer the. ufe of ..labppr- 
ing people) are two objefts of great; importance to 
the community^ Oatmeal is not calculated for malaog 
breads it is wellknown^ jjiat. a . pouqd Qf ij: ^Ulgo 
farther in a family, made into hafty pudding, or ftira-* 
bout, according to the general phrafe, tha|i a.poitnd 
and abalf made into bread), ^d yet^aotMritbft^odisg 
all this,. I<find thete is a .a>nfiderablp de(iJi m(^f 93ieal 
\ ufed 
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trftrf id' brkd^ throtigjiotit the county, thdn oihcr\vifc. 
Th« '|>e6plJ ijf the ptovlnce of^Ltinfter tire very fen- 
fiblcbPthis, dnd'J'Vcry pro]|)erly, cttnvert the greater 
part of their oatmeal ^o ftihibduti arid tlTe wheat and 
rjtf and fetaetiAi^ ^8, for bread. * The' foregoing 
grains are commonly mixed, and, when fo, are called 
iii'fiime pahi' ^rdirtiff; as in tW cdmty 6F Klldare, and 
in other pirts ffkjfin, ti^ in the cbnbty of Louth'J ' 

'It Is faid, thit tKtffHils of thl^ tyunty are not calcn* 
lated for wheat and rye, and particularly for the former. 
I know they are not generally fo, btit it is very noto- 
rious, that many o^ them are, from fome dlccefsful 
trials, which have becti lately made in the neighbour-* 
hood of Omaghi thfe foils of which are by no means 
deemed lb well calculated for wheat, as a large por^ 
tion of thofe of the baronies of Dungannon and Clogh-* 
er, which, in my opinion, are as good wheat foils m 
any in the kingdom*' A flrong abiding loam, inclining . 
to limeflone-gravel, is allowed, by the beft judges, to 
be moft favourable to wheat, which is in great abund- 
ance in the above baronies/ In every part of the 
county are t6 be found fpbts of rich bog, which pro- 
duce abundant crops of potatoes. In all fuch places, 
rye would certainly fucceed, after a potatoe crop : but 
by far the beft economy would be, to have rape after 
potatoes, as part of fuich grounds are in geperal burned 
the year before, to manure the potatoe crop. The laft 
crop, or that after rape, fliould be rye. " 

The 
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The fpring'.is tjbue fealoD of Csnti^tn^.tof. food 
for, cattle: 4 littk rape at that time would l^e foood 
of inJSnite ufe, the procuring of which is alnu>ft in 
the power of every farmer : thie feed is of little or 
00 valu^y and the foil is prepared %o Ids hand by tbe 
late crop of potatoes. 

2 Wh^9it and tye %4w will laft; douff}^ th^ length of 
ttme^ forthatch^ as .ioat and barley ftraw; this would 
be f^uod.oj^ tb^ ^tmoft confequencei in point of ea- 
cregfing manure. 

From, what I haiw faid upon this head, I beg it may 
not b.e i^nderftoodj that I wiih to leflen the quantity of 
oa(s raMed : if hories, pigs, and poultry wer^ fully 
fervid, the whole would be found little enoughs with 
the addition of the wh^t and rye, tb^t ipigl^t be 
r^ifed^ • 

Sect. 4* Ufrof Oxen^ 

Vert little ufe is made of oxen in the county. Some 
years ago, in Lord Mountjoy's demefne, oxen were 
found of great ufe for ploughing deep foils, where it 
was necefTary to plant, yrhi^h was performed by the 
Kend(h wheel-plough^ drawn by fix bullocks, which 
commonly were harnefled by the yoke placed to the 
(houlder of the animal. This fubjeA, with many others 
relative to improvemeotS| I mean to rei^rv^ fpr a fepa- 

rate 
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rate chapter, which ihall iaciiide the balk of the im* 
provcoxents.cf Ralh* demefne and its appendages; as 
it is apprehended; that a curfbry vicviof thofe exten* 
five improvements might not do fufScient juftice to the 

fubjeA» nor would the reader be able to comprehend 

* " ■ ' .... 

them in fo clear a light, as if brought under one gene- 
ral head. 

It is not uncommon, in many parts of the county, to 
meet, among the farmers, fmart aftive little bullocks, 
employed in the (Ude-car (which Ihall be taken notice 
of in the next feftion), drawmg turf, manure, lime- 
(tone, &c.$ and, JFrom the habit of bdng in company 
with hories, they move as faft as them. It alfo fre- 
quently happens with a poor farmer, who may have 
the misfortune to lofe one of his hories in fpring^ 
to be obliged to join a bullock with a horfe to 
plough his lafid ; indeed there are frequent inflances 
of his being obliged to yoke his cow for the fame 
purpoie. 

* In a mountainy country, as this is, and where the 
farms in general are fo extremely fmall, horfes will al- 
ways fuperfedc oxen in cultivating the foil. In level . 
countries, and where there are large farms, where a 
long, fteady courfe of tillage is the principal objeft, 

oxen 

* Raft is the prcfent name, which is derived from a rath, or 
Danift fort. It is in contemplation to change the name to 
Mountjoy Park. 
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0xca can be <inly empkxjtd to adiiuiiage, ^ 

The commoa trade and coUar is^he'jgeaeral mode of 
taane&ng iirphyughiog. : ' ,• 

; •• . ^ :n !.• •: - " • •. 

Sect. 5- Nature and ufe 0/ Implements of Hujkqndry. 

Vert little can be fid, ip general^ in favonr of., .onr 
implements of hulbandry. 

The common plough is a moA wretched implement; 
it performs very badly, and, from its conftruftion, is 
very difficult to draw. Infteadof hayipg the coulter 
fai a line with the land fide of the.fock, or plougbfliare, 
it is generally placed an inch pearer the. land, or to the 
left hand ; and, inflead of the coulter being fet a Uttle 
before the.fock, it is placed roller behind it, fo;tbat, 
by this means, the draught is confide^bly enqreafed. 
On account of the point of the .fock not being gmyrded 
by the coulter, the former is always made of iron, in- 
ftead of metal, which is always attended with trouble 
and cxpence. From this mode of fixing the plough- 
irons, it is plain there are two obftruftions to encoun- 
ter with, in place of -one: the fock rather opens the 
land fir ft ; the coidter cuts after, but never a- clear or 
fair open furrow, which may be eafily conceived. 

Some gentlemen there are, however, who follow a 
better fyftem. A plough got fome years ago from 
CoUon^ one from Lord Longford in the county of 

Weftmeatb, 
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W^meatb, and out from Mid-Lothiaa- id Scotland 
(alfat Ra(h), are beginBing to open the eyes of the 
neighbptiring farmers. Thefe acquifhions, with the 
fpirked exertitas of Mr. Buchanan, near Omagh, who 
is fflbft indefatigable m the ufefnl purfuits of agricul- 
ture, I hope willy in a fhort time, reform Our fyflem ; 
indeed already there are vifible appearances of a re« 
formation. 

A!mbft as Gttle can be faid in favour of the harrow, 
as of the plough. There is only one kind in general 
tife; it confi^s of four baulks or main pieces, con« 
tainiiig twenty pins or tines, and is commonly drawn 
on the angle. Sometimes two harrows are faftened to- 
gether, efpecially in dry weather, and at* the dme olE 
feed-fowing -, in this cafe, two cattle are made ufe of, 
yoked abreaft. The fingle harrow is commonly drawn 
by one beaft. 

In ploughing, more than two borfes are feldom 
ufed, and, in many fituations, that number is fufEdent. 
It is a well-known faft, however, that the fcanty crops 
of oats we commonly meet with, and particularly the 
fourth and fifth in courfe, may be chiefly attributed to 
fhallow ploughing. There cannot be a more clear in- 
fiance of this, than what has repeatedly occurred at 
.Rafh, in laying down the fmall difhi£ts occupied 
by farmers and labourers, who knowing, that they 
would be obliged to give up at ftated periods, fhewed 
no mercy, but cropped on every year with exhaufling 

crops, 
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crops^ of cpvafc, oats pid flax. But^ nptwkbftaildiiig 
the extreitie poverty^ ia whkh th«y kft the land, otie 
deep ploughing, performed by four or fix ftput cattle, 
sever failed to yield an abundant crop. Bat to returp; 

About twenty years ago^ very few wheet-cars were 
to be met witht except in the neighbonrhoods of prin^ 
cipal townsy fuch as Dungaonon^ Omagh^ and Stra- 
bane ; now every farmer, of any note, is pofTefTed of 
one or more ; though, in many fituations, it can never 
be applied fo ufefuUy as the common flide-car ; aot- 
withftanding, the farmer, who is able, feels a pride 
in having a wheel-car, though frequently of not much 
more ufe to him, than that of going occafionally to 
markets or fairs. 

In the hilly and mountainy parts of the country, the 
flide-car mud always prevail, as being capable of ac- 
cefs, where a wheel-car would have no chance of act- 
ing. The price is from 3/. pt^/. to 5/. 5 J. when bought 
at the fair or market, and it will laft, with care, three or 
four feafons, but muft be frequently fupplied with new 
feet, which generally coft fixpence-halfpenny a pair : 
but more of this, when I come to treat of the general 
prices of timber. 

Two and one-half cwt^ is generally the load of a 
flide-car, three of which are deemed equ^l to that of 
a wheel-car. The whole expencc of a wheel-car is 
about four guineas, which may laft five or fix years, 
according to the manner it may be employed. 

To 
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To a perfoh, accuftomed to whcclrcars, the Aide 
ones, at firft view, muft appear aukward, which, in- 
deed, was the cafe with myftlf fome years ago ; but 
now I am thoroughly convinced of their great utility 
in mountainy fituations. Even in countries not over 
mountainous, I am not altogether clear, but the Aide- 
car fliould have the preference. It is amazing to find 
with what celerity a fmall horfe, worth about forty 
Ihillings, with one of thofe fimple vehicles, will get 
through fo much bufmefs in a feafon, in drawing ma- 
nure, turf, limeftone, &c. In fteep hills, rough, un- 
even, aind fwampy fituations, the flide-car may be 
ufed, where the other could have no chance to fuc-- 
ceed. The average expencc of a wheel<ar, with wear 
and tear, may be about a guinea a year, whereas that 
of the other may not exceed half a crown. 

The reader, who may not be acquainted with the 
flide-car, even by the name, may conceive fome idea of 
it from the following fketch^ 



The body, from a^ to a, is ufually the length of that 
of a wheel-car, according to the fize of the beaft; th^ 
fame may be underftood of the breadth. The body i& 

£ made 
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fttftde of oak» alder, birch, or any other wood \irbich 
may be convcDient. The rufigs, b, b, b, b^ are generally 
oak or hazel* The car is commonly ufed for fome 
time before the foot is applied, and, upon the applica^ 
tion of which, the fide of the car is thus reprefented, 

a 



e . e . 

c7^ 

When the (haft of the car is raifed to a, (the fup- 
pofed height when the bcaft is yoked), the fpace c, d, 
will be found horizontal, or at leaft it will take thait 
direAioQ, when the car has been fome time at work. 
In drawing over hard foils, the feet foon wear out, 
and muft be frequently replaced. The ftraps or belts 
e^ e^ ate fpmetimes pf iron, but moft commonly gadsj 
made of hazel or fallow. 

Spade and ShoveL — Some years ago, fcarce a good 
fpade was to be found ; at prefent it is quite other- 
wife, ay every town of note is plentifully fupplied with 
that vticle from Dublin and other parts. The fliovel 
is th<^ common one, peciUiar to every part of the king- 
dom, which, for ditching and draining, is certainly the 

beft. ... 

A mill, for manufafluring fpades and fhovels, has 
bee^ lately eftablifhed at Fmtona, by Mr. Hugh Kelly 

of 
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of fhat town. I find, from fair trials that the fpades 
are as g^cKxl ai any, which have been brought from 
other parts. At Newtown-ftewart, by Mr, Bardn of 
thaf town, aaptherfpade and fhovel-mill is about to be 
iet up. 

Pici^xe and Crofv-fr^n.-^Formerly the pick-axe was 
leldom ufed lo finking drains and ditches $ the crow- 
l^OQ was the chief implement for that purpofe. The 
former is at prefent in moft general ufe^^^ being lefs 1^ 
boriotts to tho workman; beQdes, in moft cafesi it is 
beft for quick difpatch. In heavy i^rong foils, and 
where large ftones interfere, the latter is preferred, 
being more powerful for wd^ty works. 

Forks, rakes, reaping-hooks, icythes, 8cq^ are ii| 
common with odier counties. 

I cannot pafs over a fimple implement, peculiarry 
adapted to this county, and which, I believe, is tole- 
rably general through the North, though not fb in 
other parts of the kingdom. The old Iriih name ia 
Jkroghogex the word psrogh being (^^raUy ufcd for ibd^ 
I Ihall here call it a fcrav-cuttcr. 

It is uied for cutting icraws or ipds, to lay on the 
boufes, between the wattling and the thatch, which 
^ntribute very much to keep them comfortable and 
warm, and alfo faves thatch. The fods are. cut aboqt 
two fe^ broad, and from an inch to two inches thick) 
the length is determined by the depth of the roof; for 
e:)Lample, a roof pf fourteen feet in depth will require 

%% a iod 
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a fod of fixtecn feet, as it muff lap over the vertcit, 
and come down to the outfide facfe of the wall. They 
are rolled upon a fbick, and carried up the ladder by 
two men, who perform their work very dexteroufly. 
An aitive man can cut from thirty to forty fods of thb 
above dimenfions in a day, and the general price Is a 
penny a fod, but he miift ailift to Hy them on the roof^ 
and fit them there, which requires fbme degree of in- 
genuity. Under is a Iketich of the fcra\tr»cQtter» 



n 







^^ 




^ I ^^< 



^^-7^my ioi,t£) 



The crofs piece n^ 2 feet. 

Brace, *, i fbot, 8 inches, 

Length from r, to rf, 4 feet 6 inches, 

from dy to ^, 7 inches, 

-i— fromy; to gf 10 inches, and abotit the 

fame in breadth. The rife, or npfet, from if, to ;, is 
to be confiderably more than that of the bed of a 
fpade. 



S^CT- 
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Sect. 6* Markets for Grain. 

Although there are feveral market towns through- 
one the county, yet very little gnun i$ fold at any of 
them. Oats and barley are generally fold by famplc. 
Oatmeal and potasses are the chief articles of fqodji 
ibid in the public markets. The principal marketi 
are, Dungannon, StewartAown, Cookftovo, Augb- 
nadoy, Augfaer, Fintona, Omagb, Newtownftewact^ 
and Strabane.; there are a few others^ but of very 
iittle note. 

Flax*feed al^unds in every suirket, in fpring, not 
4>nly in t^iarkfit towns, but even in finall villages, and 
4etadied hpufes through the country. It is always 
(bought from' the merchant by the bog(head, which 
generally is from fixty to (eventy gallons ; it is retailed 
by pecks and gallons ; five of the latter are fi;ffici- 
cent to fow half ar Tood, or tXxrenty fquare perches of 
land, being in the proportion of forty gallons to the 
acre. - 

ISfaft commonly, great profits are made by retsuling 
flaX'feed \ I have known them to amount to forty p^r 
cent. 

Some years ^go, in coniequence of premiums granted 
by the Dublin fodety, or. the Linen board, large quan- 
tities of 'flax-feed oi Irifli growth were fown ; but this 
practice, with great propriety, ha^ been laid afide. 

Sbct. 
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Sect. 7. Ufe of green food in winter*- 

Few in the county know what is meant bygreeo 
food» much lefs have they any knowledge of the appIL- 
cation of it. 

Some are Tery induftrious in planting large quaatitiea 
of cabbage in their gardens, which they never let go 
to loTs, as the cows and pigs are ibre to be fervcd 
by what the family cannot make ufe of ^ this about 
Chriflmas aiibrds a temporary relief. In fprii^ 
which is the trying feafon for cattle, as at that time 
fodder of ^very fort becomes fcarce, the only re- 
foorce for green food, if I may £> call it, is the 
tops of fnrze, which are ufed in large quantities for 
hories. The young tops are ponnded, or brui&d, 
in a (lone mortar} but this operation is very tedi- 
ous, as It wiU take a man, the greater part of the 
day, to prepare food for two bories. When bruiftd, 
they are mixed with a little oats, and make ex- 
cellent provender, which all our farmers fully expe- 
rience. A machine, or fome improvement, upoin this 
head, would be found of infinite advantage to the 
public I have feen flax broken, for the fcutchers of 
a flax*mill, by wooden flmted cylinders, and am of 
opinion, that furze might be bruifed on the fame prin* 
ciple. This might be worth the confideration of ibme 
togtpious artid. 

Inflead 



OF THE COUNTY OF TYRONE. 55 

Inftead of green food^ oat-chaff and finall potatoes 
are boiled together, which are well known to ba 
wholeibme and nouriihing for cattle and pigft^ aatt 
nerer fail to encreafe the quantity of milk. The milk 
is alio encreaied by boiling hay in water, which en- 
creaie is more or left, according to the quality of the 
hay ; the clofe jointed grades, in general, afford the 
richeft hay^wateri of which the bent grafles form not 
the lead part. 

There is a fpecies of grafs very common in all low 
fitnadons, and eipecially in rich bogs, called the creep- 
ing bent grals, the agrlAis ftolonifera of Linnaeus ; from 
the faccharine and fucculent quality of this grafs, it is 
extremely well fuited for making hay-water. The 
natives call it the foreen-grafs i the jdnts are very 
numerous, and ftrike root at every one; it creeps 
along the furface to a great diftance, attaching itfelf to 
the perpendicular fides of drains and bog-holes» or 
any other fituation, where its numerous roots may 
chance to grafp. The beft way of encreafing it is» 
to cut the hay with a knife, ^or rather with a ftraw- 
cutter, which if (own like hayfeeds, in moift fituations« 
and covered with about half an inch of rich boggy 
foil, in moift weather, fvery joint will foccced, as I 
have more than once experienced. 

It is not eafy to collect the feed pure, nor is it apt 
to ripen well. A fuller defcHption under the artidoi 
Natural ffrajfei^ which fee. 

It 
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It would be uapardooable in me, were I to quit this 
^l^t^eA, without taking notice of Dr. Richardfon's fyt 
Kern of courfes of crope, and green food, in the parUh 

of Qoufecklc, and barony of Duogannon. Whea I 

was there in July, 1800, I faw fome crops of rape, 
:i|ianag^ -in a mafterly manner, and with a perfeA 

view towards economy. T^is gentleman feems to 
: poiTefs, in a great degree, both the fpirit and talent 

for ufefal farming. 



CHAP- 
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OIAP.HI. 



PASTURE. 



Sect, x^ Nature cfPt^rt. 



; 



FR(M the mode of letting lands reft a few yeais, 
in ibifle mealure to recover naturally, withoot the af- 
ffidance of clover and hay^feeds, or either, good pot 
tHre^land cannot be expeded. The prbdpal paftnits 
are thofe, which the plough and fpade have not hither^ 
to been able to attack ; namdy, hdmy * land, con- 
fidered too wet and precarions for tillage ; rocky and 
ikrubby land, out of the reach of a farmer to bring in- 
to culture; mountainy foil, deemed not capable of 
bringiikg crops oi cam to maturitjr; and bog and 
marfhy foils, as far as cattle are able to make their 
way into them, and, in attempting of which, many are 
loft. 

The above, with what the cattle may be able to 
pick up, after the crops of corn are carried oiF, chiefly 

compole 

.. , ^ Low fiat land, fituated generally in the vicinity of brooks 
and rivers. 
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compofe the bulk of the pafture-land, except abont 
towns, where generally there is fome attention paid to 
the (owing of hay-leeds, bnt rarely clover. 

It is a univerfal prance to let in cattle among pota- 
toes, fame time before the ftalks are withered^ A 
more deftruQive fyftem cannot be conceivedi as the 
lofs in the crop, by adhering to tliis method, muft be 
always confiderable* The root is never at maturity (b 
long as the ftalk continues green ; befides, the cattle 
tread the land to fuch a degree, that frequently a great 
part of the crop is expofed, and, if it (hould efcape die 
, froft, is, notwtthftandmg, otherwife materially injured. 
The foil is alio rendered AiiF by the cattle walidng 
over it, which, of conrfe, muft always encreafe the 
cxpence of digging out the potatoes. Add to thift, that, 
if the land be Retentive, or inclined to clay, water will 
lodge in every impreflion: made by the feet of cattle, 
which, in a fhort time, will cauie the crop to rpt. 



SBCT#a. Breed of Cattle'-^honv far improved. 

There is very little variation In the breed of black 
xattle, and efpedally in the mountainy parts of the 
county. They are of various colours and fiiapes, but 
generally fmall, as heavy flock could not fubfift upon, 
the fcanty fare of our mountainsj being principally 

young 
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yoting heathy or teder, a common name for heath with 
the nadvesi and a coarfe kind of carex grafs, iHiich 
Iprings up immediately, after burning the heath, in 
ipring, which in many parts of the county is a com* 
mon pradice, to the great deftrnftion of game, hot 
more particularly grouie. 

The common cuftom is, with^the occupiers of moan- 
tainy traAs, to let the grafs for the fummer leaibn, for 
fo much a beaft, or by the fum, according to the coun- 
try phrafe, to the inhabitants of the low lands. 

Horfes, from lar. to 15/. 
Cows, from 5/. to ioj. 
Sheep, from is. to a/. 

In Glenchordial, between Omagh and Gortin, one 
' of the appendages of the Munterloney mountuns, graz- 
ing lets ibmewhat higher, it being allowed to be the 
beft feeding mountain in the county. 

At the fall of the feafon, generally in Oftober, great 
numbers of the horned cattle are killed, and fold in all 
the country fairs and markets, not by weighs, but moft 
commonly by hand or view, at from 30/. to 3/. a car- 
qaie. By the country people it is called horie-beef, 
becauie it is carried to market on horfeback. The 
poorer clafs are the general purchafers, and three or 
four of them frequently join in a carcafe. Some arc 
brought home, and fed on ftraw during the fcrerity of 
the winter. 

From 
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FrosD thU trea^menti we cannot expeA any improve- 
ment in the breed of cattle, fo far as relates to moun- 
taioy paftnre, which, indeed, compofes a great part of 
the paflnre of the county, particularly in the baroaies 
of Strabane and Omaj^. Many die, even, in the fum- 
mer months, through extreme poverty, and not a few 
die of diforders, which, no doubt, proceed from the 
fame caufe. 

No pains are taken to improve the breed of cattle, 
nor would it anfwer any good purpoft to do fo,.tiU a 
reformation be firft made in the mode of paftnre, and 
more bogs reclamed, becauie, in the preient ftate of 
pafture, the native cattle are found more certain, than 
ftock brought from the fouthern or weftem counties. 
Though our milch-cows are far from beit\g well 
fiiaped in general, they are, notwithftanding, common- 
ly good milkersf, to fecure which the people take infi- 
nite pains. If a perfon happens on a bad milker, he 
fells her again as foon as poiEble, and fo continues 
bupag ami felling, till he finds one to anfwer : this is 
not attended with much expence or lofs of time, as the 

. fairs are fo numerous and convenient throughout the 
county. 

The horfes are alfo badly fhaped, though very dura- 

^ble, and capable of undergoing a great deal of fatigue, 
upon fcanty allowance. We fometimes meet a better 
kind of liorfes, which the farmers ride and work occa^ 
iionally, but thefe are generally bought at remote fairs. 
Fermanagh fupplies this county with fome good cattle. 

Breed 
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Breed of Cattle — how far capable of further improvement. 

It has been remarked, in the preceding artick» that 
to attempt to improve the breed of ^attlej till better 
pafture be introduced, would anfwer no good end; 
therefore it is needlefs to dwell on this fqbjeA. Before 
any material improvement can be made in ftock of anj; 
ibrt, a better fyfiem of laying down land, with judi- 
cious courfes of white and gr^en crops, mud firft take 
place. 

Sbct. 3* Markets e^niFmrsf^flattkn 

\ ' -* •■.... 

Perhaps there is not another county ioi the kingdom 

)>etter fuppUed with fairs than this.. 
In January thcri arc 1 1 fairs. 



•^-F^brwury 




ILditfti 


' ' 


— March - 




9 ditto 




— April 




6 ditto 




— May 




%^ ditto 




— June 




1 6 ditto 




-July . 




9 ditto 




-— Auguft - 




1 8 ditto 




— September 




6 ditto 




— Oftober 




1 6 ditta 


, 


— November 




24 ditto 


* 


— December 


* 


9 ditto 










die year. 
Black 



^ STATISTICAL SURVEY 

Black cattle, iheep, and pigs, are to be foand ia 
erery fair, and at all . fealbns ; and in the inmmer 
months, in the principal towns, new-calved cows and 
jpringers are commonly fold on market days. Sheep 
are alfo fold oh market days, efpedally of late, iince' 
the a^my began to be quartered throughout the prin- 
cipal towns and villages. 

Both fairs and markets are generally fupplied with 
the common country breed; but, from Auguft to the 
beginning of November, a much larger and better fort 
are to be met with in the principal towns ; thefe are 
brought from other parts. In May, wethers' are 
brought from the Weft by jobbers, which, in a few 
weeks, are (old to butchers. This is, in general, a pro* 
Stable kind of traffic ; ftieep of this defcription, laid in 
at May for 15/., will fell out, the Auguft and Septem- 
ber following, at from 32/. to 40/. befides the fleece^ 
which may be ftated at four^ or five ftiillings more. 

Fairs for horfcs are much more Unuted, than thole 
for ftieep and black cattle. The following are th< 
principal. 

Strabane. 

^e^^^confiderable ; good cattlci and high priced^ 

Dungannon. 

Cir/i/^'rf— coniTiderablc. 

Sallygawley.' 

Omagh, 

C%/&^r'-^confiderabley the fummer fair only^ 
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Beraugh. 
, Dx/ziwA/if — confiderable. , . 

Sect. 4. General Prices* 

The price of flock varies very much, nor can there 
be any general rule laid down to afcertatn this pomt. 
Forward ieafons, and the ftate of provifionst are the 
fur^ft guides to judge by. In very dear feafons, fncb 
as the years of 1800, and 1801, milch :cows fold at aa 
immoderate price. I have known fome of the common 
breed to rate fo high as twelve guineas, the milk being 
of great relief to the poor in thofe (evere times; 
whereas, on the other hand, dry cows brought but a 
low price, though both &aibAs were very promifingg 
and turned out remarkably well for grafi. . 

Times of plenty, and the proipeft of a forward iea* 
ion, never fail to raiie the pric^ of dry cattle. A beaft^ 
fuppofed not to weigh more than 3$ cwt. (i2o4b* Co 
the cwt.) when made up for falc in November, gene* 
rally cofts from 5/. to 6/. the preceding May, though 
in very poor condition. At 3^. a pound for the beef, 
and about 50/. for the hide and fat, the whole may be 
fet down at 7/. 15/.; ib that, from this ftatement, un- 
lefs the beef exceed ^J. by the pound, the profit c^^r 
not be reckOfned Efficient for th^ fummer's grafs} bqt 

a great 
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z great deal is made of land by after-grafs, and feed* 
ing through 'ftubble-land, 3cc. 

Common working horfes ' are always dear in 
Ipring, on account of the great hurry of labour, 
which never fails to prevail at that feafou, A beall, 
which, in the fpring feafon, might have coft 6/., 
probably may be fold, the Oftober following, for 3/. 
This great' variadon in the price of horfes arifesirom 
the fcardty of winter food, ^s very few of the fmaU 
farmers can afford better food) in winter and ipring^ 
than oat-ftraw, and the tops of young furze, as has 
laeen alreadfuoticed. 

Common iheep, bought in at May for 15X., fell, the 
Qdober following, at from %os. to 25/.; but this mvft 
be underftood in good low-land foiis> and not in moun- 
tainy ones; the ileece is generally worth 3 a flv« 
Iheep are allo^wed to a plantation adre. There is more 
profit on (heep and lambs, than on wethers, when the 
lambs fucceed, which is not always tb^ cafe ; the lamb 
. and the wool aire fnppofed to be cleared, both worth 
Hbout 12^. 

S^LCT. 5. Mode offteding Cattle^ 

Throughout mofl parts of the county, and paid- 
cularly the beft improved parts of the baronies of Stra^ 
b^ne ^nd Omagh, blagl^ catUc \t^ houfed during the 

fceat 
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hett of the day ia fummer^ merely for the ob)eft of 
eocreafiog manure, and not to guard the cattle againft 
too much heat, of which there is fcarcely ever any 
danger, our fnmmers in general being quite the re- 
verie. This fydem is chiefly confined to milch cows^ 
the young (lock being generally fent to the mountains, 
to remain there the fummer and autumn half-year. 

As the ftock of grazing among the farmers apd la« 
bourers is feldom abundant, they are very induftrious 
and careful to pick up every bit of foil they can 
make out about ditches, &c. Cabbage-leaves and po- 
tatoe-ftalks, as foon as the latter article becomes fit 
for ufe, ftill help for food and manure, and encreaie 
the quantity of milk and butter. 

For want of ^d fences to proteft the crops, the 
cattle are alfo houfed at night ^ this, of courfe, adds 
to the fund of manure. With me it is a doubt, if 
^he farmers were even poflefied of fuffident fences, 
but they would ftill prefer the praftice of keeping 
their cattle houfed at night in the fummer fealbn, on 
account of having an opportunity of encreafing their 
fund of manure. Still, however, this confideratioQ 
(hould by no means prevent the introduAion of good 
fences for many ufefu^ purpofes, which, in this place, 
it is not my province to dwell upon. 

About towns, where fields and parks are in general 

fccurely fenced by dry ftone-walls or quickfets, cows 

are fuffered to lie out at night }n fummer and autumn, 

F and, 
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and^ ]ki iia^rourable feafoas, to the latter end of No- 

I have oftea hear* Ais iiibjcft talked mtr by the 
-better informed people, whether k be wifer economy 
4o have t^he cattle hoofed in the fumitier feafon, as 
<»bo^ ftated, or let them remain out altogether. There 
mightbe many reafons ghen for and againft both fides 
of the qneftion ; but I believe, by ^eighmg all* ma- 
turely, that houfitig is the bed economy: The other 
mcfdej perhaps, in fome inftances, might be found beft, 
bat this ftiould be chiefly underftood for the neigh- 
bourhood of towtts ; bat the misfortune is, that the in- 
habitants of fuch places fcarcely ever pay the leaft at- 
tention to the manure of cattle, by coUefting it frefli, 
Ibertly after it falb fnom^ them, and before it becomes 
too dny, which render? it enthrely unfit for the pur- 
poies of manure. This negleft is the chief caufe of 
thenumerous rank and infipid tufts of grafs we meet 
about towns, and other parts, where' this bufinefe is 
not fully attended to. Some, however, break and fcat- 
ter the dung when it becomes, dry, buf this is of Ihtle 
• or no ufe, as it then becomes quite exhaufted, and the 
rank tufts are not prevented from taking place- 
« With refpeft to the feeding^ of horfes, the fame ad- 
vantage, as far as relates to manure, cannot be obtain- 
ed, as from black cattle*, fince the manner of feeding is 
more precarious. When not at work, the horfe is ge- 
»eraHy lpancelled> or tied by a rope to a ftake, on the 

road 
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road fide, or ia ftMBc corner of a field under crop. 
When it work, fonae fcraps of foil are made out for 
him "between working hours, and the ikme commonly 
at night-time. 

iSheep are not ufaally fed on the low landa in the' 
fummer feafon ; they are generally {ent to the moon- 
taina for fix months, from the firft of May to the firft 
©f November, but, if the weather fliould fe?m fisverc,. 
not fb long. 

Cattle, how far houfed in Winter. 

The weather points out to the people when to houfe 
fheir cattle. In order to fave fodder, which is always 
a fcarce article, they keep them out as long as poffible, 
or fo long as the weather will permit Many far- 
mers have their cattle comfortably lodged, both cows 
and horfes ; as to bullocks or oxen, there are but f^w. 
In very feverc weather, the fmall (battered flocks of 
iheep are fometimes looked after, but are moft com- 
monly fuffered to range through the cotmtry in com- 
mon, and many of them are utterly loft. 

In very fcvere weather, the young ftock of black 
cattle are collefted into fome out-houfes, or fliel- 
tered fituations, where they are treated as well as 
the nature of the cafe will allow.- 

In orcfer to fave fodder as much as poffiye, the 
farmer feldom threlhes m6xt on one day, than what his 

IS 2 cattle 

... 1 1 
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cattle are able tp confume the fasae ddj$ thift bafi^ 
ncfs is geoerally performed by the fervant boy.oo m(Mm- 
iogs and eveolqgS| before and after his day's woi^« - 

Whatever Dttle ftock of hay there may be, i» 
geoerally referved till fpring, and that chiefly for 
borfesy who at that feaibn muft work very fevere^ 
10 order to expedite the fpring builnefs, which is, in 
general, very preiCng, between oats^ barley, flax> 
and potatoes. ' 

As to the poor cottiers, who generally derive un- 
der the farmers of all denominations, their mode of 
feeding their cows, in winter, is very precarioos and 
uncomfortable } fome, according to the rule of cot- 
take, or cottiers-take, may have half an acre of oats, 
which commonly produces thirty ftooks of ftraw, of 
twelve iheaves to the Aook. Such as are {o circum-* 
flanced confider themfelves very well off, though 
this allowance is not more than half fufficient for 
the feafon, as thirty ftooks of ftraw (eldom weigh 
more than lo or 12 cwt., and a ton, of ekhei;^ 
hay or ftraw, is two fmall an allowance for a cow, 
for the feafon. As hay is generally out of the cot- 
tager's power, he muft buy as much more ftraw as 
his cot-take produced, otherwife his cow muft ftarvej 
the average price of ftraw is eight pence a ftook, fo 
that fixty ftooks, what is fuppofed to have off the cot- 
take, and what he muft buy, may amount to forty ftul- 
M&l and the fummer^s grafs, unlefs mountainy pafture, 
H commonly the fame. 

But 
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But many there are, who are far from being fo com- 
fortably drcumftanced as the foregoing. Without any 
Idnd of a cot-take, but the bare waits of a cabin, fre- 
^nently without even a fmall garden, the poor man 
muft ftruggle through life; but almoft every labourer 
is ailfo a weaver; when the linen trade is good and pro- 
vifions cheap, he does tolerably well, fo far as potatoes 
and oatmeal are concerned, but is generally ftraitened 
for milk and butter; the latter, indeed, the poor 
feldom uie. 

As to the manner of houfing in winter, cottiers' cows 
generally fare better, with refpcfl: to warmth, than 
thoie belonging to farmers, as one houfe generally an- 
Iwersfor the family and the cow. MiferaWe as this 
circumftance is to relate, it is really fa£l, and will hold 
good throughout more than the one third of the pca- 
fantry of the county. 

T\\\ men of property fct fome plans on foot to al- 
leviate the condition of the poor, there can be no 
chance of improving their fituations; flcy farmers, or 
under tenants, who are generally underftood to be 
farmers of the loweft denomination, and are mqft com- 
monly ihofe, from whom moft of the labourers, and 
the pooreft clafs of the weavers hold their cot-takes ; 
what can be expeOed from a fet of beings, who are 
for tl^ greater part fully as wretched as the cottiers 
diemfelves? I find myfelf wandering from my fubjcft, 
but I requeft the reader's indulgence for a few words 

more. 

A farmer 
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A farmer^ ^ho may occupy tea or £&een acra»^ of 
perhaps bad land, is neither afaroieroor a cottier; 
he is much worfe fituated than a cottager, placed in 
a comfortabki eafy fituatiooi immediately under tho 
lord of the foil^ with certain privikgesp fufficicntr to 
fupport him&lf, a^d Eamily, fo far as relates to po- 
tatoes, flax» grazing^ and a fmall garden, with a little 
bay, or, for want of it, a certain allowance of Araw; 
for thefe the labourer can afford to pay a better ren^ 
than the petty farmer is able to pay for his land. By 
this iyilem, the landed property will be encreaied, the 
individual cottier made happy and comfortable; this 
will excite induftry, will create wealth ; and thus the 
community at large can never fail of benefiting by tint 
mode. 

Sect. 6. Natural graffes. 

I believe all the natural grades pecnlhir to (!he Ung- 
dom are to be met with in this county; it is at leaft 
the cafe^ as far ^ I could leaf a. Upon this fiibjeA, 
with the inveft^atioQ of other plants indigenous to the 
county, I have, fpr fome years back, fpent fome time 
and fpeculation^ the refult of which I hc^, one day 
or other, to fet forth, thov^ I cannot fay, that I fiiali 
be able to add' a iingle fpedes to the coileAioD at 
Glaj&evin^ according to the catalogue I have feen of 
jLhat collectipn. 

The 
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The FefcDc and Poa grafies ar^ the moft numeroua 
in i^ad ibilsy in which iltnatloas the vernal grafa 
is never wanting. In rich reclaimed bogs, both fyecies 
af the white meadow grafg always flouriihi though in 
any foil, newly laid down, they proiper for two or 
three years ; but in dry fituations they ibon give way 
to the above, which, with the white clover, moH com- 
rnonly ^ompofe the principal mafs -, but the latter is ^l- 
XBoft peculiar to every fpot, which in general fiipplies 
idl defe£U in the verdure of the furface, where clay is 
td ^ coacernedf 

According to the received fyftem, clover is not 
fttOked among the natural grafles^ but as maoy of thetp. 
&pply the place of the moft valuable grafles^ at. kali: 
ifo hr as relates to pafture, I (hall here conllder them 
in ihe jkme Ught^ that farmers ufually do. 

A perennial, clover^ in England commonly called 
coW'^rais, here known by the name of horfe-Iham*> 
xock^ is £^eqnehtly met in detached tufts, in flroag 
ibils, an^ cold clays. This is a moft valuable plantj 
afid. Spreads Mt. Seeds-men frequently impof^ the 
feed of tb^ red clover for this ..article, which they 
may readily do, as, by barely infpcding the feeds of 
j^oth, tl^ey are not eafily diftioguiflied, at lead by 
common obfervers. In this^a)unty, in dry fea&nsj 
li^ feed ripens very wells a few ounces of it might be 
ibon c<4k£ied, which in two or three feafons, by good 

managemeac 
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management and clean culture, afford a plentifut fup- 
ply. A flock of pure feeds might fooa be procured, 
by fcparating the roots. ^ -' * 

The famous foreen-grafi, already metttioried as a 
itibftitute for green food, I muft in this place mkke a 
few more remarks upon. 

In making roads through our moft fpongy and 
vrorft of bogs, we frequently find this fpecies take 
place naturally, in the courfe of two or thr^c fea- 
fon9, in the bottoms and fides of water-tables and 
ditches, and along the footways, between Ihe gravel 
and the edges of the fences. Upon fconring thole 
drains and ditches in fpring, and cafting the ftaff 
with the mangled grafs in queffion upon: the furftce 
of the bog, we find a flrong permanent ♦ fbir fbon 
formed. But I find, where this work has bc^ per- 
formed early in autumn, that the good efftfts of 
fwarthing over fooner takd place. The ' reafbn is 
Jplain, becaufe a dry fummer, following - iJie* fpring 
operation, prevents many of the roots from ftriking 
anew. Thefe dbfervations, which arc really fafl^ 
fhew clearly, how much this femi*aqtiadc grafs might 
be turned to our advantage, with little trouble or ex- 
pence. I have frequently known this ^afs to flioot 
upwards of twenty feet in a fealbn, and produce 
plenty of roots at every joint, which are always nu- 
merons ; but in rich bogs, the jcnnts are fortber apart 

• thw 
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than in. barren bogs, btit the whole Ibmfiier^i grovtlis 
in the-forttier tafe, together with an ttn<:ioiiiiik>n degree* 
of Inatttriance, is alwayt found moft codfiderabk. 

Great advantages »^t be derived from thnodiy 
grafs, by encoaraging, and confining it no the Ibil it is 
befi calculated for, and where other graflea of greater 
repute, though perhaps not deiervedly fo, would not- 
fucceed. It is not common ; fometimes, however, we 
meet it in ftrong, (bur, clay fotis, commonly in d6« 
tached groupes, in which fituations the feed, in favours- 
able f^dons, comes to maturity. : 

Som^ years ago, I got a confiderabk qilantky of thia 
feed frpm America, and (owed it upon a very ftiff.clay 
ibil, which ret^ned water almoft perpetually, and was- 
fct.fituated, that draining was found to be pf very little 
ufe ; yet, not with {landing, the grafs flourUhed, andiMi 
Mb day as pure and as free from other grafles^ as the. 
firft year after the feed had been ibwn, which is fo£af 
bacjc as the year of 1792. The foil is now perfeAlf 
dry and firm, though no fubfequent draining, or any 
other imprt>vement of the furface^ had fince tzkesK 
place. 

It is very fingular, that I never have been ab)e to 
feve any perfeft feed from that procured from Ame<* 
rica, though I have perfeftly fucceeded inraifing per* 
feA feed from the native growth* 

Bulk for bulk, the feed of this grafs weighs heavier 
than any of our natural graflcs. 

U 
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Jk.'wm fiMwnif ia gvtat fepufe «i E»|^i»»J9 ffsom 
\Axm0^ it Joimd its way to- AMewai vhtre». I aikitc^ldt 
it is coafcferfftiita oae cf . tibe iBoft TaJusUble gcaffiv in 
t^ fiofmtxjr. When better INmkwq* hcfe, I. make ho 
cbd>t> but it vitt beiCome a &is)i|riAe aMo. Fqr work-* 
iig hocfos it makes exoeUeot food^ bat I itndk is not 
orer fivour^e to the dairy; , 

Sect. 7. ArUfiiiU Grafes 

Except red and white ^tet«r, 1 cannot find> that 
sny aitiiidal.. grades have * been attempted in this 
ORittty. . White cloyer is fomfetkncs fown feparate, but 
»0ft oommoidy Btixed witfe red dover; bat very lit^ 
df anther is raiibd ia the c6irnry> by way of ardficial 
grades ^ the former ibon covers the forface without 
being ar the tr6able of fowing, and th< latter wfe* 
coimiiooly find In patches, in dry wholefome foflsy 
iiid fiMndtimes mixed with the perennial red clover^or 
dc>w-gral6» and frequently accompanied with the com^ 
liloii trefoil ; fo that there are four fpcdcs of ck>- 
rer, generally ranked as artificial grafles, frequently 
fbniki ^grdwing fpontaneoirfly together, perhaps within 
the compafs oif one fquare yard ; nor is it uncommon to 
fiild imore kinds of clover within the fame fpace. 

i^r- William Rofs, of Strabane, deferredly laeriu 
£(i^at applasie, for bis (kUfuI management of red and 
white clovers on a deep bog, which had been cut out' 

The^ 
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Tbte principal tog-dreiCag waa iQaper'frpwrafie. This. 
u&ful citizen has /hewn many proofs of his knonvw? 
ledge, and good economy in farmivg and irrigatioft, of*^ 
wateriag of meadow and grafs iands, in the Yionityr 
9f Strabane. . ,»• 

Sect. 8. Mode of Hay-maiing. 

The fmall lap-cock, of abont ten or t^^elv^ pound 
weight, made up green is the common, practice of the. 
county, and alfo of the .greater part of the North of Ire^ 
land ; experience having taught the people, for many 
years, that the large grafs-cock, generally followed 
through many parts of the kingdom, is by no mean^ 
the mode fuitable to this county, and particularly iiv 
wet feafons, wluch. are too frequently lb at the feaiba 
of the year, that hay is ufually made up here, being, 
feldom earlier tl^n the firft of September^ except ia 
new laid doy/n upland, moft commonly in the vicinity • 
of townsj where manures can be fpared for ipeadows* 
In fuch fituations, from the beginning of July to the 
beginning of Auguft is the ufual time for hay-making|. 
but In all cafes of managing hay harveft, this work is 
never attacked early enough by the copimon farmef:$9 
"who are not under thecontroul of gentlemen, or of fuch 
as are better informed than themfelves. There is oni: 
rcafon, why the farmers permit their hay-grafs to re- 
main 
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Attn fo long before thejr cut it ; it U this i about the 
beginning or Jattcr end of April, their ftock has con- 
Itened the whole of the fodder, the me^ows arc 
therefore kept open and grazed, nnttl near the begia-^ 
Amg of June, a bad praAice ; confequently were the 
farmer to cut the hay, earlier than the latter end of 
Angttft, or beginning of Septembjer, the crop would 
be very Icanty, thefe months being reckoned for the 
gprowth of grafs. — Remedy — Let the farmer propor- 
tion his flock to the quantity of fodder he may have, 
which I believe is very fcldom the cafe. 

When I firft faw this method of hay-making prac- 
tiied in this county, I muft confefs, I thought it mofi 
iUurd, trifling, and tedious $ but I was ibon convinced 
to the contrary, from a little experience and local 
Knowledge. 

The firft thing to be done, after the hay is mown, Is 
to go over the fwarth, and coUcft any weeds that may 
^ie, which at that time is eafily done. In low-land mea- 
dows, rulhes and fprit are generally the articles moft 
Injurious to hay ; and, as thefe are always longer than 
the grafs, they projeft fomewhat beyond the bulk of the 
ftwarth, and may be readily felefted from it. Both rufti- 
cs and fprit make good thatch, and as that article is al- 
^'ays fcarce, great pains are taken to coIleA them for 
tjiat purpofe. But when rufties and fprit ar^ Hot over 
{ibundaat, the farmers are not anxious to coUeA them, 
but let them mix with the general mafs ; ibme benefit 

accrues 
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accniea from the addidbn of the fpti^ bm ilooe at tU 
from therofliea, which dwindle away» before the haji$ 
brought into the haggai'd«' ladeed at beft hay of tUs 
deTcription is odly fit for dry cow8» and a rminmg ftock 
of black cattle. Rufties arc not fo good for thatch ai 
fp^it, the latter being tubttloti^, and of conrfe better 
calctilafied to difcharge rain water than the formeri 
which 18 pithy. 

in colleifting the prime part of the graf$, after bang 
mowed, for hay-feeds, mudi attention is fometimes 
paid; but this can only take place in the firft or fecpnd 
crop, after the land has been laid down ; for future 
crops yield .but very little leed. The white mea^ 
dow graiTes are always moft prevalent, and are moft 
fought after. In new laid down grounds of almbft 
every defcnption, the white meadow graffes geqerally 
predominate, for the firft and fecond leafons, and 
(hoot longer than the other graiTes, which gives^ an 
advantage in feparanng them from the general mafs, at 
they projeft beyond the bulk of the fwarth. Of this 
difpofidon thoie, who wifh to colleft the iecds pare, 
avail themfelves, before the fwarth be broken out or 
fcattered. It is tied up in fmall (heaves; and placed to 
dry like ftooks of corn, till the feeds are ripe, and fit to 
threfh out. So much for economy with refpeft to iaving 
gijfafs-feeds, but to returns 

The great art, in making hay from natural graflcs, is 
10 break out the iwarth thoroughly, by hand, and not 
by the lazy way of toffipg it about with forks, and. 

forked 
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fficks, aa sth^ cafe in the great Kay cobfitanes in maSk 
ports; df the kidgdonu SonietiiBes riie Iwarth fe fof-* 
&ted to s^niain £b# a day^ before it be broke out, and 
best kc it remain loager ; bat fuch, as tinderftaiid this 
fanfioefs perfeAiyy break out the fwartfa tmnaediately 
after the niowersy be ^he feafon dry or vet, wnkb the 
latter preYails too mnch, in which cafe the mowers 
are, of courfe, flopped. 

' fo'good weather, grafs, cut in the morniDg, is made 
into lap-cocks m the afternoon, nnleis it be very heavy 
forced gra&, tn which cafe more time muft be allowed, 
tnd frequent turnings. The feafon always determines 
diie fize of the cocks ; in good weather, they may be 
fibout ei^eeft' inches in the bafe diameter, but con-** 
fideriably lefs in broken weather. When the weather 
18 very much broken and unfettled^ which is, indeed, 
often the cafe, the cocks are made hollow, fo as to re» 
femble a lady's muff, which figure has i the power of 
turning the rain, beiides admitdng a thorough paflage 
■for the air. 

If the weather be favourable, the hay will be fit, in 
a few days, to make up into large cocks, geoerally 
about half a ton. It rarely happens, however, that 
hay dan be got up thus fuddenly, as the feafon for 
mowing natural meadows feldom takes place before 
the middle of Auguft, and, too frequently, not till th^ 
firfl of September, when, moft commonly, the autam- , 
nal tains greatly reurd this bufinefs ^ in this cafe, the 

lit^e 
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Cole iap-cock? have 'alixr«t]tt Ae advaittage over everf 
Other f^ttm of iiajn^mftking. 

k & amazfa^ to Inui, vhat Ikur^vyaod har<ttiip 
thofe aocks wSl endure, before tbe^ aite flMteritflty in* 
jtiMid. I have fseqaently kaovn them to remaia a 
Viondi togetber ia the iajModc ftate> and, after alf^ 
t» have fofiered Yery httle. 

The \iibole &cret is, in making thofe cocka fecore at 
firflv aad forming them iatoan even> eovef^Vr to tord 
the raiQ wkh the greatier eafe, aad frnqoently c6aag^g 
dicir fituatioa, unthout bt^aking the firft ftape g^vett 
to themy wh^ft the graft vras green and frcfh. W awr ^ 
tho rucfa^;^ b^ brolceo, after the lap^ock is fivft mado 
from the frefh grafs, the* hay wiU fvrely fuffer iw ba4 
tireather. It is the iacraftation, which the frefh gnafa 
taodi acquires after, being formed into Iap-cock?» that 
Sscates the whole, ahd! in which Ues the whole fecr^i 
and this ihews how neceilary it is to lap the hay aft 
foon as poiTible after being cut. : * 

- In the hay-yard a rick is preferred to x cock, as tl# 
eJEpeace of thatching is. lefs j and, when hay ia not coi^ 
but polled^ there is certainly lefs wafte in a ricfc^ 
• • • 

* OB/ervatioftf. 

A prejudiced notion alinoft univerfally prevails 
throughout the county, and, I believe, through moft 
parts of the North/of the kingdom, namely, that natu- 
ral 
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ral mcftdow, fiich as is futtatcd along brooks and 
rivers, &c. fhould Dot be mowed till after the dog* 
da]rS| which may happen earlier or later in the ieafim, 
but are geaerally confidered to be between the i ft and 
2oth of Augoft. This obferration may fomettmes bold 
good, but It very frequently happens that, immeAately 
after the dog-days, wet weather commences ^ belidesi 
the oat-harveft ufually takes place about this time, or a 
little after, fi> that both works interfere at once, whiich, 
of aUthin^ ihould be avoided as much as pbffiblci 
As, in cafe of both meeting, the one mnft certainly give 
^ way to the other, and, by iiich bad management^ onej 
or, perhaps, both, are materially injured, or, at befi, 
got over in a flovenly manner. 
. By bdog contented with one^tMrd lefs hay, and 
taking a proper advantage of the feafon, fo as to have 
the other two-thirds fecured, before the prefs of the 
oat-harveft (hould take place, would be found by far 
the beft economy. 

HThe above evil arifes from the fodder being con- 
Ituned fo early in the fpring, which obliges the peoj^e 
to let their cattle have the run of the land, intended 
for meadow, perhaps to the firft of June. Green food, 
In the fpring feafon, would moft efFcdlually prevent 
this difagreeeble ^cumftance. 



Sect- 
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Sect. 9. DairieS'^tEetr produce. 

As &f aa^ X €W k9in^; there is. aot a dairy in tbjp^ 
county, for the public fale of milk aad butter. 

The produce is: chiefly aulk aud bottei^ u "fetfUxAt 
cbeefeis laad^. except a little for family cou&mptioiiiL 
whkk is of aiit iuferior quality^ Butter^ ia the fioemei^ 
feaiboy is to be had fireih ia every sewn aad TiBage». 
moft commonly at a dear rate, fometimes fo high as a 
Shilling a pound of eighteen Ounces. It is a common 
praftice with huxters and dealef s, to reduce the pound 
of eighteen ounces to fixteen ounces (the ftandard), be- 
fbec they retail it* to the pubifc. This is a grievance, 
wfticft might be eafi!y remedied bf the firft fcH^rsi bjr 
maidng tbeir pound' only fisteen^ ounces^ fince they 
alone afrethe ftiFerersi and not die conliimers* 
" All the butter, the fkrmers can fpare in the fummer^ 
h generalfjr rn^db up for winter and fi>rfoig^ nfe; the 
produce of the county is gcneralfy confbmed widiinr 
itSAf. 13ie maxim of the common people is, to live 
en^ buttermilk in fummer^ and referve the butter foe 
x^lttteti jSn$ is certainly good^ economy, bur it is not 
Rterallyfollowed. 

Strch part of* tfte milk^ when churned, or what is 

commonly called butter-qiilk, as can be (pared from 

G the 
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the family, is generally ibid to labourers and poor 
weavers, commonly at one halfpenny a quart in fum-^ 
mer ; and befides, the butter-milk is generally adulte- 
rated with water, with which the poor people muft 
difpenfe or want. Many farmers are, however, very 
liberal in bellowing part of the butter-milk to the 
poor. 

Vaft numbers of calves are reared throughout the 
county, which is the principal caufe of butter bearing 
fttch high prices i a (econdary caufe is, the army fta- 
tioned through th^ prindpaf towns. 

Obfervatigns. 

In countries, where milk and tyitter fell at high 

rates, there is no mode, by which a farmer could make 

more money, than by keeping a public dairy, or rather 

fupplying cows, for that purpofe, to a dairy-man. 

. In many parts of the kingdom, the farmer fup[^e8 

the dairy-man with, a certain number of cows, at fo 

much per cow, from the firft of May to the firft of 

November) and,, if a cow Ihould not prove to be a 

goodmilker, the farmer mud fupply a good one in her 

place» It is a fettled point between the parties, that 

each cow muft give fo many quarts of milk in the 

twenty-four hoursi'diminiOiing, of courfe, as the feafoa 

j^dvanccs. 

Five 
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Yvfe guineas a cow I confider a price for the feafbo^ 
by which both parties might have very ample profits. 
This ufed to be the price fome years ago about 
Drogheda, when milk and butter were cheaper than 
at prefent. But, in order to make this fubjedl: fome- 
what intelligible, I (hall fuppofe five guineas a cow to 
be a medium throughout the kingdom. 

For this purpofe good grafs, and changes of paflure^ 
(hould be kept'up by the farmer; this, from the nature 
of the contraft, muft necefTarily follow. 

I /hall fuppofe the cows bought in the beginning of 
May at feven guineas, and fold out in November at five 
guineas ; in this cafe there is a lois of two guineas^ 
but the dairyman pays the farmer five guineas^ which 
leaves a clear profit to the latter of three guineas* 
Now as there muft be good grafs kept up, as already 
obferved, I (hall fet down three acres againft two 
cows, which fhews the farmer to be paid two guineag 
an acre for his land ; and, in cafe his rent be twenty 
ftiillings an acre, it is clear his profit muft be very con- 
fiderable, even allowing forJofles inddent to all cat- 
^tle. This immenfe profit may thus be made, without 
•fcafcely any expence attending it. . 

I ihall ftate the dairyman's return a^ follows, which 
I confider more under than over the true ftatement^ 
"whtch, in this inftance, cannot be accurately afcer- 
tatncd. '.*'•• 

•■^ ^''' ••' C.2 Ql»f 



0|ie poynd of butter a day, for fix 

months, at pi/. - ^ - 6 16 6 

Twelve j^i^arta of batter-milk, as ftated 

{jprbitt^q*, a dajr, at 4^ <- 308 



£.9 17 ^ 

' 1. I P »■ 

ilJ J^"JJ.ULHK 

I /hall fapp(^e 16^ itfifnt^cr of ^ow^^ to t^ 
cwitbre, «. -> «» •« 59. I o 

Ooe mao, aodtusa m^I9(S!i», ^ ^;^jj|4^tb^ 
dagj^IUlAU.fetdoMrpai? ^^ -/ ?o o o, 



iPbe farmer's ristttrn. q% twelr&ccHiiSa 3<$ 

gnraeas, - • -^ 4j^ 19 ^ 

Dairy-man-s rctwiH n. - . 3^/ i 0[ 

jf.io 18 o 

From the abofe^ftaiemest i( apff^rf^ 4^at t)?!; (3^- 
mer's profk is more coafidsr^e^ (^. t^i^ of t))% 
dairy-mao) but, upon the Q^n tm^ th^ latter roffs 
so hazard, for, if a conil Amji^. 4i«jt or Jdif q^ ^^t}i an 
accident la the field, he is. not to JN liwifififbq'. 

The. farmer has aaotfacf ^dfMl(iige|..}|e'ipax nffij^ 

fcmething of his land, in thp winter months, bj fbeept 

'aiftid a running ftock of Uack cattle. Bnt (he great 

poinv 
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^onMt^ in ftcvdot df therlkh&ei^ ft^ ho^ 'nuch fail iifbd 
^mm Vt iapr^ei By folfeNmg this {jfOkjoL 

It mift ttanfallj Mat to thoft^ who m^t be hi^ 
kUkatA fo purine this fyfteflm thht the vidiilty df txnrrb 
wmiM te fbdtid mioft eli^Ci on sccdunt oF the ntft 
A«R»ber of hbourdi smd trttMibeii^ who ttveiaftiifk 
fhuMf widiocit hsvihg in^ mcMis of keepi^ t iiMf\ 
as^ of icmHe, ail tbe town-parks nitaft be occnpi^ Vji 
Mie Vbidihkr part df the bhtbitehts. 



8fic¥. to. Priee/ of Jtidef^ TaSiwi Whot, iM 
Quantity fiU. 

tiiDEs.-^This irddc Vailcs very much wlA refpe'<Ei 
to price. la times of waur> hides are always hTglicT 
Kiah in Ihole of peace. l*hou^h this taft may appear 
ftrange, flrdkh the great quahfity of Boef^ that mail 6e 
exjpdrtecl la die Fdfnier cafe^ yet To It is^ and always 
hol^ good. From this It Ihiift be ihfefred, tliat war 
£acfeafb'8 t)i£ rahie of leather to a cbnliderable ^^ee. 
Th6 price alTo diSfets kccording to the w^ght of the 
}£lde; one weighing eighty pbiihds may cbft at the rate 
oi ^bs. ^y th^ hubdred weight ; ^hen ahb^eri df 
feVlfnt^ t)'odiid^, m4y edit oilty 35/, by the &iii'e 
«fc1ght. fKfetiatitrs MaVe hile^ to g6 )s% According 
to parficiflilp Wetglili. A coW-bide fdfe |?BiJeriii]f 
togkcr, 'wfigW fef \?dght, thai tkat of i bBHoclt. 

The 
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T}ie reader will pleafe to obfenre, that I mean green 
or undreflfed hides. The hide of a horfe felk . fwr 
very little ; it is ufually bought by hand, .5/. or 6x» 
•being the ufual price for the hide of a middie-fized 
horfe. Forty ftiillings a hundred (ii2lb.) is the me-, 
dium price for the hides of black cattle in generaL 
Calf-ikins are generally fold by hand, from 3/. to 5/. 
It is iinpoffible to ftate, with any degree of accuracy^ 
the number of hides fold in the feafon, fince the fldn of 
every beaft that may die is difpofed of, whether by a 
regular courfe of flaughtcring, or by accident, or dif- 
orders. Some years, cattle fall off in greater num- 
bers by diforders, than in others. The profpeft of a 
fcarcity of fodder caufes a greater number of cattle to 
be ilaughtered, than would otherwiie have been the 
cale. 

Though there are a great number of fmall tan-yards 
in the county, both in towns and country, yet a vaft 
quantity of tanned leather is annually brought from 
Dublin to all the principal towns. The Dublin leather 
always fells for a higher price than that^manufaftured 
in the county. Some years ago, a great deal of leather 
ufed to be fent to Dublin and elfewhere, but this prac- 
^^ce is now almoft given over. The great fcarcity of 
tanner's bark is likely to bring the tanning trade into 
difrepute. ^t prefent, almoft all the bark ufed in the 
county is imported. Mr. Hamilton's wood, in Mun* 
terloney, for many years back afforded the principal 

fupply 
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^ply of barfci but ^t prefent thofe woods arc nfarly 
cut down. 

Great eucduragemeut ftiould be given for raifing 
Jfc>ircb and black fallpw, for temporary relief 5 the pricf 
of the bark of birch and fallow is half that of oak*. 
. TaZ/ow.— There is lef^ variation in the price of thia 
ja:ticlc, than in, that of the former, as foap and caudles 
: are. uniformly ufed, both in this and the neighbouring 
countie?, which ajfo contribute to regulate the pri<» 
of tallow. . \ 

Tallow at prcfent bears a good price, as it has done 
for fome years back; the medium. price.is 3I. per hui\- 
dred, (of xialb.) though it is fometimcs fold by the 
long hundred (of isolb;) but either modes make no 
jjiffercnce to the fcUer or purchafer^ as the price by 
the pound is always underftood. If candles rate at pd- 
a pound) tallow ufually fells at dfd. per lb. and foap ia 
proportion, but the latter is not fo high as the former, 
at lead the common ibap is not, but bleacher's foap if 
de^a^er than the common fort. 

The quantity of tallow fold depends upon the num* 
ber of cattle killed, for fuch as die throi^gh poverty^ 
produce but very little tallow. 

Soap-chandlers are bu|: few, hut manufa6lurers of- 
candles are in every town and village. No regular ac* 
counts are kept of the quantity of tallow, or fuit 
bought in, To tbat it would be fouhd Impoi&ble, ih tfiis 
place, to form any accurate Aatement of the quantity' 
aunually fold. 

M 
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As far as t caa Iearn> the cooDty Is Efficient to fit^ 
ply itielf with Ibap and caadles. 

^(w/.«— Sixteen fliilliDgs a ftonetnay be conlidered 
*the average price for wool, for the laft ten years; 
1 61b. being ufually allowed to the ftone. By retail 
wool generally fells at from I4d. to ittd. per potind. 

The county is by no means eminent for fheep, and 
Tach as diey are, in no great quantity. Small fcattered 
flocks are to be met with, in the mountainy parts, in 
fiunmer, which in winter, are difperfed througfh i!he 
low-lands, wlrtiout any diftinftion, lb as not to be con- 
fined to any pardeular diftrift; for at that leafon, a 
kind of run-ieal^ tbrough many parts of the troonty, 
' (and particularly the baronies of Strabane and Omagb) 
takes place, for want of good fences. If the owners 
know the number of their Iheep, and have f(»&d 
private mark on them, by whidi they may be able to 
diiUnguifli them from thdr neighbours^, they give 
themftlves no further trouble about them. In heavy 
fnows however, every pcrfoa endeavours to coUeft his 
little flock to \&% habitation, but In this theyi^re often 
difappointed. 

From the precarious manner, in wliich fhecp are 
bred in this county, and as the owners of them gene* 

rally 

^ Iltm^U or irtnhM. k a term «ftd, vhen fev^ml yar* 

^e$are joioed in a townJaod» or part of it« without juiy per- 

maneot meariog. Cattle in fuch fituations graze in commoDt 

. bat the crops are divided only by a narrow margin, of abottt 

a foot broad, left uaploughed. 
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rally maniifaAare the wool for thdr own uie^ It is im* 
poflible to form any calculadon as to the quantity fiUL 
In every fair-town, large quantities of wool, from the 
vreft of the kingdom, mre toibe- met withi during the 
greater part of the fummer feafon, of which no regular 
entries are ever made^ as it is in a great meafure fold 
by retail. 

The wool of the country, and all that is brought 
into it, is chiefly made up into cloth, blanketSy and 
druggets. The farmers, who are in general linen-wea>» 
vers, confume the grester part t>f the cloth, and blan- 
kets; the druggets are worn by the poorer dafs of 
HMQMea^ Ifce cloth is igeBtrtUy yarti ^ide^ ^d iff a 
ifttcy good <pxafityk The foeople «»aU expert iadyeiig 
der^ their o^ta comaK)n puqpoAsi they d]« vaiioM 
cmkMVB, but blue is tiodr favourite* 

Tlie hAouring pant^ aad ijie poonel): of tke vrecHeeit 
fitm^t tfaendUnres mSth coaiib clQ&h» or rafiber finoe 
in the comtfty fli^:; they fomediKi ^ a cletii cel>* 
led fetteeHi which cbmetouly wears weH^ In Ite 
ilaiopft^Ub,t2ie ifx^tet dafs k prindpalljr fiipplM wibk 
t»2a& bhuskoes a«d fltickhigs^ which are chiefly flwuk- 
Seamed IB €oaoai^t The county of Ik>o^ fiffN^ 
plies large quandties of coarie ftpckings. 



CHAR 
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CHAP. IV.- 



FARMS. 



Sect. i. Zixe of Farms. 

- THE Czc of forms differs very much throughoot 
the coooty; mmiDtainaiis farms are generally of great 
^^ittent, aqd are feldom divided in themfelves, or even 
from each other* It is common for feveral perfiuis 
to be cbncerned in one town-land, in the way of com- 
mba,v on run-dale, as it is ufnally called; each peribn 
to pay a proportion of rent, fuppoie a fourth, or a 
fifth, as the cafe 4nay be; this determines the quantity 
of land each is to ciildvate for his own part; but. the 
tattle run in common, and the number, to the fhare cf 
«ach peribn, is alio determined by his proportion of 
the rent. - . 

This fyftem is attended with many inconveniendcs 

to the land-holder, and is the greateft impediment to 

improvements. There is no emulation for draining, 

* ' enclofing, 
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enclofing, limlag, or carrying into execution any per- 
manent improvements, as long as this fyftem exlfts» 
lince none of the party have any divifipn, which may 
be properly called their own. If one perfon fliould 
be difpofed to improve, another, or perhaps the whole 
party, may be averie to it, and thus the bufinefs of 
improving the farm is dropped altogether. 

Among the many claufes in leafes, one to oblige 
tenants to divide their farms muft certainly be of ufe. 
1 believe there is a law in exiflence, with refpeft to 
mearings, which backs an aAive tenant, iF he fhould 
be difpofed to make up his part of the mearing, though 
his neighbours jfhould ^e againft It. I fee no reafony 
why an aftive, enterprifing man, who may be con- 
cerned in the run-deal fyflem, (hould not have the 
law to Tiipport him, as that relative t!) mearings. 

Wherever divifions have taken. place among tenants 
occupying fuch trafts, improvements are very confpi- 
cuoufly.gaining ground, and cfpecially in cafes of long 
leafes, or when the tenant has an afTurance, that his 
land will be let to him again, at a reafonable rent, at 
the expiration of his leafe. 

The low lands of the eftates of Newtown-ftewart 
and Aughentaine, the property of Lord Mountjoy, are 
itf general well divided, and in many parts well planted 
with thorn quicks, and timber trees. Farms vary in 

fize 
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"iize from five to fifty acres, and they are mudi 
greater in the mountainous parts. 

In thole eftates for many ,year$ back, leales of no 
more than twenty-one years could be g^ven by the 
two laft proprietors; yet| notwithftaiiding, the tenants 
vent on with fpirit and indufiry, in the improv«ment 
of their farms; this they did, from a confidence thejr 
had in a good old modus, namely, that their land 
would never be given away to another tenant, €o long 
as ihcy were able and willing to pay a rea(bnabk 
railed rent| this confideradon has had alfo a good ef- 
teCt, with re^eA \o dividing the town-lands into fab- 
fSvifions, fo as that each individual knew his own 
part to a certainty* It is now i;i contemplation to ^ve 
leales of lives and thirty-one years, which, no doubt, 
will be found a ^.ore powerful inducement for the tc« 
Hants to improve their farms, than the preJent fyftem 
of twenty-one years. 

Aa a ijpedmen of the induftry of the tenantry 
of the Newtown-ftewart eftate (confifting of aear 
twenty-four thoufand plantation acres) perhaps in this 
place it may not be improper to ftate the following 
faA, which I can vouch from my own knowledge! 

From 1795 to 1799, both years included, it is well 
known, that the difpoiitions of the yeomanry of the 
kingdom were but very little turned towards improve 
mejDts, at leaft by far the greater part of them ; yet 
within the above periods, t have g^ven, from the nur- 
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Hil^ At lUAf, ii(iif«ugr<l« of oQ/e. J^uodrod tboufajgyifoieft 
V^c^^ tilibk,tfiCi9f^U, of thf; QlU«e> F^^OflaUy oO^^ a(bt 
ftijg^tiivchtij^pwor^a^ Tbegi:ea»:r 

H^nt of tb^ ihfiff^ wert pl^i»d iiv^thj? &cc« of ntw ^tdh 
cgk, q^ick-JWjft« and genqra}}; su^ed iKith thorp qiMCfc9« 
7;*he iwber tree« wq:c; iin gfme(4 four yeaxi^ ojldt biewg 
Vvp ]pr.s. tr^^Imreid, ^ ^v^ysr cut; clafe ajEt^ 

foQ from the ddQ^fQ^ alwJV7» ftoperupiteQ^ this bur 
igl^„ tp fte ths^t tik plaat^ l)e f<^qr4i ^dded, 

I ofte^^QO tbte orcpmftaiKDe, in prder toihev^ hair 
lit)Ji& ihei people of thi$ part of the CQnatjr were t«gimc4 
iKith,b94. pmppks* Siooe the troubles ceafedt bowcr 
¥«r,,thC7 h^e iQpjae thaa doubled their djjigoQCCt.ui 
ewry.^cies of xmprov.ejacnt witWu their fpherc^ 

Th«. CQVjity may bis faid to cgoftft qf thsee^ degr«c$ 
rf fgjiMf Ther greater paxt of the haroni^, of Dour 
gdonpixaodCiogber are com^aftly dlvidAd^ from teg 
tQ forty acr^a^ aud the. feocoi are ui geaexal good- 
F^riQ^ of. tbU defcrij^tioa niever Caul, from beiog of thp 
tm4tg(^i)efalui^ to the commmiMj, becaufe the middle- 
smk*^ k n^pft QQmmpnly out of the qjoefiioA, ia faivu 
of this defcriptxoo. 

Tjl^^ iie^t dfigpa^ of the fizt oT fanpf is that f re- 
qiu;94y b«];wd;thc; reaqb of the hpld^r to maaage» or 

^^'The^ nidtfe^nftfi isv next the landfordr who JHt tke. 
..l|td: 1^ under-tenaats at a rack-cent. 
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make the moft of, by fair labour or induftry. Hence 
arife^ the baneful praftice of talcing in under-tenants ; 
no matter how poor, or of what charafter, provided 
the 0uddie-man gets his rent; but in this he is Fre- 
quently difappointed, and often little lamented. Thc^ 
wretched under-tenants work the land by repeated 
cropping^ till it is capable of yielding no morei they 
then generally run away, with whatever fpdl they can 
make, moft commonly a year's rent. 

There are fome inftances however, where the mid- 
dle-man may be of more general u& to the community 
ittian the landlord. 9f the former be poflefTed of a long 
lucrative leafe, his intereft in the foil may be better 
than that of the latter ; in this cafe he will find it his 
intereft to deal reaibnably with fteady under-tenants. 
A lord of a foil, which perhaps he never faw, nor 
intended feeing; with a receiver, who may be alfo a 
ftranger to every kind of country bufinefs, and whofe 
knowledge is confined to that only of receiving rents, 
and contriving the beft ways and means to augmetit 
them ; are not the moft likely perfbns to promote the 
general welfare of the community. For this county, 
it is very fortunate to have but few, if any, of that 
dcfcription. 

The third degree of farms are commonly too fmall. 
Though this fyftem is not altogether fo dcftruftive to 
the land as the former, yet it is a bar to a regular 
courfe of induftry. The man, who holds a. few acres, 

«. • perhaps 
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.perhaps rf bad land^ can make no figure as'a fenncr;* 
lu8 fituatioa as i labourer, ^ith a comfortable cot* 
take immediately under the lord of the ibil> is much- 
preferable, having no diffitulties to encounter, tor 
being under any difagreeable anxiety. 



S'ect. 2. Famt'houfeS and Offices* 

There is much more attention paid to dwclling- 
houfes throughout the county, than to the ofiices be» 
longing to them. In many parts,* the dwelling-houfes 
are built with lime and ftone ; but by far too many 
are built with clay-mortar as a Cement. In the angles 
of the houfes, jaumbs of doors, &c. lime-mortar is 
commonly ufed, in order to ftrengthen the walls ; but, 
notwithftanding, the walls frequently bulge outwards, 
wherever clay-rfiortar is concerned. 

In the barony of Dungannon, many houfes are built 
of clay, or what they call mud- walls, but, in general, 
in a flovenly manner, by no means equal to the mud- 
wall houfes we frequently meet with in the county of 
Dublin. When mud-wall houfes are well built, they 
"are much warmer than houfes built of lime and ftone j 
'they are not, however, adapted for this county, as the 
day is not well calculated for the purpofe of build- 
ing; but the principaf caufe is, that they confiime too 

much 



IpiJbi ^ q,«»otiQiv of oaovre,. a pr$^«e \wi Ogpiildi 
^)v«^ gu^4 a^fsiiiift. 

Walk of ftPQc, booftft asr gcmr^ll; built too^ osuh 
row to fupport the soo^ aad dgedaUjr wb«o, tber 
mixed cements ar« ufed, that is^ partly lime-mortar^ 
and partly day-mortar. The fide-walls feldom exceed 
twenty-two iachos in thic]uip6> and the end-walls 
about two feet. The fide^walls fhoold be two feet 
four inches at bottom^ and reduced to twenty-«two 
inchea at top^^ which is generally at the height of feven 
ot eig)it feet from the furfa^. The battering, or re-* 
duAion of the thickn^^fs of the wall, ihould be all on 
t^e otttfi^e, and the infide.face ihould be perpendicu- 
lar; an inch of battering,^ to every foot in height, is 
not too much. This is the moft elieAdal means to 
prevent the walls from, bulging or ipreading. The 
lame precaution (hould^ be ufed in houiea or cabiusi 
when the roof is hipped, or half higped ; but, throu^ 
the county, the generality of houfes are built with 
thorough gables. 

There are fome Hated houfes and offices to be met 
with in fome parts of the county,^ which,, from appeat* 
asces and other circumftanccs, ar6 likely to encreaf^. 
The few already built fufiiciently prove, what faving 
there may be in the article of ftraw, one-third of 
wbicb^, I dare iay^ is applied to thatching throughout 

the 
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iht eoutfty J bm,rrf''flafiQg betamfe obce TiiiiverfiJ, tbls 
-tjifaority^wouWl, <rf coifrfe, go to ettcreafe the ftthd 6f 



'Mod^ cf repairing ^tf9iifes and X^fflcei^^ivhither by Landldri 
tfr Tenant. 

' T^HE Tepairing of 6onfes and offices generally falls 
cpbh the tenant ; there are very few inftances to the 
^'toltitto;^ j'h^nce we find buildings in 'general fo mucbi 
'"tiiS'bf ie[?iir/o'r x^epairs done lb flovenly. \ 
<-'" Wh6f^"tffte t^hnres arc ^ut (hoft/'and renewals at 
all pYdcanoifs, It 'cannot be ek'peftfei that the occupier 
""^lii'be at any great exp^nce, liT point of building or 
Yepjuring ^houfes ; 'his only obje6\: muft be, how to 
liSake me moff he can oT an uncertain tenure. 

"itir the' covenants, that iriay lie entered into at the 
taking out^f Aoft'leafe's, are'cFlittle or no efFeft witk 
%Jpe(tt ib buMihgs. If there are'tuildings,' the en- 
^rfcftg'the'\eepifig'or tKem cc^^^^ in any 

^ma of aeccnt order, is out of the queftion; i tHou- 
Tahd' excuies 'will be in^e but by the tenant for non- 
performance, and the lanalbra lias no remfedy left, but 
to turn him out, and, in cooing this, he has a chance of 
tofing part of his rent, and, probably, may meet ano- 
ther not better than the former. 

T^ere are only two efFe<!Vttal means of fecuring com- 
fortable buildings, and, in fadl, to have any degree of 

H juftic* 
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juAicedoDe to farm^^ namely^ loQg h^fc^, OTf a c^r- 
^taintyof the occupying tenant always having the pre- 
ference giTcn to him at the expiration of a (hort kaie. 
The fyftem of giving long leafes (fuppofe thirty-one 
years, or three lives) is. certainly the b?ft mode in this 
county, as there is feldom found that degree of con* 
fideiice between landlord and tenant, which in Eng- 
land has been fo happily experienced for ages back, 
and, in all probability, will be the cafe tp th^ end pf 
time. How happy would be the fituation pf thaufan^s 
of our yeomanry, were they upon, the fai^fpotipg of 
many of the Englifh, in point of gpod uaderftanding 
between party ^nc^ R^rty, or landlord and. tenant? •, 
In many parts pf Ec^glaQd, a g9pd old rule js^ punc- 
tually obferved, namely} ope-thir4 oi the produce of 

v, , v." . '. . • ' • ' 1 • » . • i , . . . - 1 • . - . 

a farm for the lord of the foil; one-thir^ for wear, and 
t^ar *, and one-third fpr the cultivator of the foil. Here 

we have but few ipllances of this equitable mode. . 

il . . . -•,• ^ ;.:.••» -'. ■ T ..• ..•> .•- , ■ ' • • 

In England thefe is nothing more cooinapnt tban^tp 

have no leVifes, at all between parties,. but .only to eq oo 

from year tp year, s^nd raife the rent occafipnally,, a^ 

the natijre of the ,cafe may be, or (hall be fqund Bmee^ 

*:i:ii •!.• -••': •:!-• , -' ^--6 - .^'^' t.« .. 7 .' • ;. ar- 
able to the parties concje^rned. , j ,..*., ' 

'io jji^ b -.^ Ts »;.,: ^. .J^**') lA . . . ^ 
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• ' ' • . SbC*. 3. NtUttn tfTtnurit. 

I TAKE tot granted^ that the information, requredi 
6D this head, chieHy alludes to cottiers, and the pooret 
clafs of farmers. Tenures, refpeftmg the better trltft 
of farmers, I ihall refer ve for the article, Oeneral Jtatt 
of Leaf es* 

The tenures of the cottiers, who derive under the 
farmers, and are. by far the moft numerous of the 
labouring clafs, are in general very miferable, though 
the greater part of them ate weavers, but do not pur- 
•fite. that trade tcgularly. 

The cot-take generally confifts of half an acre of o^t^ 
MiL a Jood, or twemy fquare perches of flaX} fitNoa 
half a rood to a rood pf potatoes % grazing of a cow; 
mod commonly a miierable* cabin, and bog privilege 
^for.tmtf, itQm. twenty to forty kiihes, i^nd fometimes a 
/loaH.garden^:. Five pounds a year ia -generally pud 
ibr the above. The farmer ploughs the, land for ous 
and .flax, and ibmetimes puts out the dttsg for po^i^ 
;toes; and, if he givear the manure, the cot-take isfd- 
, doppL lefs than five guineas. 

Theigeneral rule is, that the labourer pays the far* 

mer iaSvork, inftead of caih ; and the latter is fare to 

-miikel.hb bargaid fo, as that the fpring and autumn 

. . • H 2 feafons 






foo 
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feafoQs muft be the tioies of payaient. Many of the 
farmers are weavers of the firft rate*, the(e are fncb as 
keep three or foor. loons ifi the'tf iraii^s, aod have 
poorer weavers alfo at work for them^ in this cafe, the 
latter genially pay the former the aaKmn( of.^he ^ot- 
^ke ip weaviog; moft comnioxilyji .:part is p^d bj 
^ret^iogio the winter feafoa, aod part by^conuBoa la- 
t)Qi»r'iQ the feafoos already mepttooedi^ . 



S£CT. :4d General State of Leafes, . 

•"** ! • ' *••:,. .r^ ; %n: 

Twenty-one year leafes are ttioft^preTaleot:chr6ligfr 
tWt the kfrge'dti(fitfi j there afe, 'however, intoy^leiires 
«f othef-^fctifyttiwi^, btit VfeVy frw left tUan itwehcy- 
kSheydfkt^ eXeept.t)ifliop*s leifesi » i. . : >. ;, t;. 
^ Itt Wavelllng ' flirottg'h *e doUtitry,' the faftd^, lirfd 
^frifeT l»g 4^«ei {4crh as ^l^ty-one-ycw^^/brJiives, 
*wHch 'r^dfifider k>n(g)j arc ^lifily diftiiiglitfhed ^firOlh 
*^ of •ftiort-ffebres^, 'froia t^he^advanced' ftflffe of tfe 
Tfifi^prdVetaettts, 4o' c6nfpiciious in the fbrfaier. : Bht'this 
-obfervft^ion onl^'hold^'go^, Where no third ^pcrfoo* 
in queftioQy which, indeed, is tdo dften the citfe^ bs 
fetch part of Ihe l^d, 4>eld udder raekJfaoft, can ticver 
^m}>rove, foldng as it femalns lb circiiiriftinced. ' 
*^ 'A- large pcfi^ilioD of* the cbttfttyiB biftiop's taiid^ fab' 
'Teft'-to various modes ^ft 'renewing leafcs, but all of 

fliort 
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{^^t tcp^^cjf^S^ jdt^ notw}thftaii4ing, w? fi|xd far^iere 
very cpkmfortablyjfettIe4 in wdl-built habitatiop8| and 
frequently with feme planting about them. This chief- 
ly arifes from the punftuality of renewing, and, proba- 
bly, from the knda tixils, being ovwliBt,^ and that the 
progreflive rife is more regular and uniform than in 
^thej: cafe. Bulj this ohfiajvalion i« yerjj liqu^^d ; it hi^lds 
good fo far as. the tenac^t holds a cpfnglext hrm, from 
the bijflapp, fufficientr only, to fuppprt himfelf and fa- 
mily. By far the greater parx of biftiQp's lands^ arc 
rented by gentlemen, and opulent fari^er^, in lar^ 
trafts 5 hence, of courfe, the third perfon njuft ftep in,* 
.whofe fate muf^^ in general* be more d^plorable,^ thaa 
when circumftanced under other cafes of rack-rent. 
la this there can be no redr^is. on account of the 
(hortnefs of the tenure ; whereas, iri cafe^ of an under- 
tenant deriving under the fe<;ond perfop, with, a long 
leafe, he may have fop^c chapqy „ ^SSf^^^? *^^? ff <fPP4 
perfon .ha§ ^ gqpd i^fereft in ^h^, foil, gerhaps. a better 
than the lord of it, which has been already Ql?f^rTr^4*> 
There are ijaft^nces of biflK^p's i/itqrcI|L b^i^ f ur- 
chafed j I do not know, how far this may tend to alle- 
viate the diftrefs of the^ third peribn j it depends, in a 
great Q^eafur^ on the hufpa^ity^ of the ^Uf^hafer. 

Frpn^ heng^ k i^ eyident^ tba; t^ie improvement of 
bifliop's lands can never keep pac^ wjtb their propef- 
ti^S, fJ^qepf ygpa ^. congp^c} fcale, as has. beer^ re- 

markef). 



tot STATrstlCAL SUfeVEY ' 

marked. Glebes/ nolefs fuch as are* wholly inipro 
priate^ have no better chance than bifliop's lands. 



Of particular Claires in Leafes. 

It would be found an endlefs taflc to enutnerate all 
the claufes, inferted in the leafes given by the different 
proprietors of the county. Almoft' every man of landed 
property has his own particular claufes. T^ofe in com- 
mon arc the following. 

I. A refer ve to the proprietor, and his ailignees, of 
all manner of game, and other royalties, mines and 
minerals, as coals, quarries of all forts, fprings, wa- 
ter, water-courfes, turbaries, and all timber, whether 
over or under ground. 

^ 2. Covenant to do fuit and fervice at manor-court, 
and to grind corn at manor-mill. 

3. To join with neighbouring tenants to make fuiS- 
cient fences. 

4/ To make new ditches, and plant trees and 
quicks. 

5. To permit landlord to fearch for mines* 

6. Not to alienate or mortgage, under penalty. 

7. To oblige tenants to reflore to the premifes all 
dung made thereon. 

8. To exhibit and prove lives in leafes, to cxift at 
ftated periods. 

Innumerable 
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Innumerable other cUufes might be named; but 
there is dnc in particular, which, in my opinion, (hould 
be fcouted altogether, at leaft from the generality of* 
leafes. This is the claufe, which binds the tenant to 
fupply duty men and horfes^ and other dues^ too fhamcfur 
to mention. Men and horfes are always ekaAed at 
bufy feafons, which muft aft againft the tenant. The* 
Ibfi of ft few men and hories, in a dormant feafcJn, 
might not be much felt j but this is not the bbjcft of 
tfie landlord, becaufe cutting and drawing home turf, 
corn, &c. a^e the works prindpally laid out to be per*' 
formed by duty. ' 

* I have had many opportunities of obfcrving the ^f- 
feiis of this kind of duty, and, on the whole, I am cer- 
tain, that the landlord is rather a lofer, than a gamer, 
by this kind of dealing. A dinner, and plenty 'of 
whi(key, are generally given upon thofe occaflons; 
and, when it is confidered bow little work is done, the 
balance will moft commonly be found againA the land« 
lord. The tenant is generally bound to give fo many 
men and horfes, and he will take care to come as late 
ki the day as he-can, and work as Httle as poffible for 
the remainder of the day: with him a day's work is 
thfe objeft, and the lefs he does, he looks upon to b^ 
the better for himfelf. In fome cafes, the tenants are 
bound to perform duty upon a different footing from 

^ a:aoar day's work : the landlord muft have his works, 
is fpecified in the leafe, performed by the tenantry ia 

* ' ''' ' .;..:. comnJdfti 
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C9a2moa^ according to the rent they paj i^ .but,^ let the 
ojbligatioo^ or the mode of perforowg this bu^efs, be 
1^ it may» it is always ^tended to with the gieateft re- 
Ipftance. The fooncr thh/euJal relick is aboli(hed» the 
tfettec it will be fouod foi^ all tbofe coaceraedj; thoogh 
I- afOL not without apprebeoBodQ, that maay. of pi; 
reiiders w^ll not jpip me in opiiiioa. 
. Inftead c^ filling ifp kafcs with, pooc infigofficaot 
c^AU^s^ wUcb ani^wer no fnbft^ntiajlf ^nd>, fomegoodfa^ 
Intary claufes mighty be intr<^af^edjfuch as bidding the 
t^ant, ypder a/ierere penalty^ to diaini eivclofe,^ li^Ci 
marie, &c. \ alio, to attend to certain cour&s of greea 
syid white crops. Si}ch are the.claufes, by which, b^th 
parties wpuld ibon find benefit v and with whtcb> on a 
certainty of reafonable kafes> tenants would cheaf fully 
ooymply. . 



Sect. 5. Taxes or Ceffes paid by Temntl* 

V The ta^es^res, . ceflesr for thC: fupport of roadSf 
bridgesy. &c. The ce& for roadj^isjaid on the ba^fH^yx 
to M^hich.tbey^belcpng', otl>cr ceffes oi|i the county at 
]^rge» Thpijgh. thoie taxes are: foii^etimes co0iid^re4 
a grievance, yet,, in. general, they are piajd more chcar^ 
fjjlly than aqy other fpecies of ?ay, \)Qtk on account 
9f the benefits. *he . public 4cjiye. fipom roa^s ao4 
bridges,. an4,^lfp tl>^ %4vaat^ge thfi cipquj^tipa andjc* 
turB of jjnoney is to the tenantry of cftates, who arc 

always 
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slyr^^. the e:?L^cv^fit;^ 0$ the. P^l^ic.. MJwJ^^^iJ C<3i- *?tf 
t^ jaapncytbejj^j^Tsm^ 

Hearth-money ^4 ^i«4^w tap^ff »|re. .^ajp Cfliv; 
fidered a grievance among the poorer clafs, and are 
frequently paid with murmur and difcontent, as their 
ideas are, that rio future advantage can denve to them 
for money fo laid out} they never confider, that fuch 
t^eij are for the fupporl of a government, wKtich pfo- 
cifts them and thelf pr6petty. • -*■ * • *•^-• 

There are other takes fetttedby affs of veftry, fof 
th^ repairs of h®ufes of worftiip, paying fextoiis, &c.; 
iSut thefe affcA the individual, only in a vefy^ Ihwrf 
degree. > t . ■ ■ . * -•,•: 

•-V •■•;..'--• i ■ ■ 

Sect. 6. Proportion ofivorling fJoirfei on" Bulfd^h,-' 
to thejize ofFarmu 

With refpeft to the proportion 6f cattle to the lizc 
6f farms, there is no fixed* ftandard or rule. A farm 
6f twenty acres may require as many cattle to cul- 
tivate it, as another of fifty acres, according to xht 
quantity of arable land the Ifarm' may contain. Pew 
bullocks are made u'fe of. Except in large farms, two 
or three horfes are about the number' ufually employ- 
ed.' Very little ploughing is performed till after Chriil- 
inas, of cdurfe' the fewer cattle are neci^ary.'' Draw-*, 
ingtur'f and manure occupies more time in the year^ 
thaii ploughinjg. " Occupiers of fmairfaxms generally 
\ ■ IcdA 
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lend aird borrow horfes, to and from each other j and 
efpedally when the farmer has bat one horfe, which 
in fmall farms is frequently the cafe. 

« - ■ ' ■ 

Sect. 7. General^te of fields and enckjuresm 

FxEtCKS and enclofures vary according to circumr 
ftances. In the vicinities of towns, they are general* 
ly fmally from one to five acres and upwards. 

. The nature of t)ie fituation is frequently (or Jfhpuld. 
^) a guide for the fixe of enclofures j expofed alpcfts 
require enclofures to be fmall, the better to fecurc fhel- 
ter, and wet fwampy land mufl be always improved 
by fmall enclofures $ at leaft the expence of drainiog is 
IcfFened. Thefc are points, pretty well undcrftood 
by the generality of the farmef s of this county. 

Upon a great fcale, the befl imprpvcd parts of the 
^ounty, with refpeft to regular and ufeful enclofures, 
arie the greater part of the baronies of DungannoUji 
and Clogher. 

' Between Omagh and Drumquin, for two or three 
miles from the former; and from Omagh to Dromorei 
and alfo from Omagh to Fintona, may be fet down 
in geaeral, a3. being well divided, and in fome parti 
planted with quick-fet, hut very few forcfl trees. The 
farmers throughout Lord Mountjoy^s eflate, chiefly in 
^he barony of Strabane, are making rapid ftride§ in 
I point 
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fbfgn ' of .'eock>farc»/ generally fi&al^ :&diiI' loiib to fijir 
skrf fl;; aad very' feV-eoclofbres are. fotfrnod^ yddioiife 
being pknted unth tliorQ^ quicks, and tifiibec trees*. 

Abcfm Cooks-tDwn.the cndofare* are Very rcgukr,i 
and ^(ficionfly laid oot in town-iparksv "md upon an' 
cxtenfive icale, which^ with many other u&fui^nd e&*: 
tenfive ifflpTov«nenti,^refleA the greatefrjhooour oa 
the late and prefent proprietors. .L 



Sect. 8. Natur< , cf Fencu. 

The nature of fences varies with circumftances, 
or locality of fituations. 

In mountanous fituations, where ftones are plenty^ 
dry walls, badly builtj are commonly made ufe of. 
Where culture is in queftion, this mode ferves two 
ends, namely firft^ by deariug the land of ftones, and 
fecondly, for fences to divrde it; on this account, if the 
'ftones be found very numerous, the enclofures are 
made fmall, and the walls very thick, at bottom 
fometimes four feet, and* commonly four feet high. 
This the farmers confider a cheaper mode, than that 
of drawing part of the ftones away altogether, ia 
which they are perfeftly right when over-ftocked with 
. fipnes, which ,m thofe fttuations is tifoally the cafe. . 

When ftdses are not found fuflicieDtly plenty to 
form dry walls, fod-walls are introduced, fometimes 

Whea 



'«tK a ifaoneibttndatba;. the. ib^s, arc laid f^gfirv^s,^ 
ami built sdhont four feet bigl% aadfoipediniMi tqppeA 
with' tatzo^r Siidi p^tiftiai^t^ waHs.xequice to. bf; xe- 
newed. everyi feooad ot think year^ bmi-thia is notcGon* 
ifaieredi etpoafprt^ t^ the, old ibdsauKo^ with j4u&g» 
aod femrrimes fime, anfwer csLtpimAj well foe. ma* 
anre ibc potatoes; r^d fometimes, as. a top^disffiog fiat 
grafs-land. 

Bogs and fwampy finiatlons are generally' divided 
from arable land by large drams, fo as to divide the 
fummer paihiKi, and coofioe the- cattle to the bogs at 
that feafon; but this mode is chiefly confined to fertile 
bogSj as Q)ungy quaking ^ogs are feldom acceilihlei 
except in very dry fcafons. 

Thc^ ?9pde of fencing by commpn ditches is in ge- 
neral very bad; they are fo ill built, that they fi;fquently 
tumble down the firf^ winter after being built. The di- 
penfions are^always too fmall^^ fiv^ feet wide, ap^ 
three feet deep, for the gripe is the gpncral ftze; of 
courfc, the bank muft be very poor. For wapt o^ ^ 
oif-fetj* the thorn qqicks, if planted at all, ^re l^ft quij^ 
^re aftcf the fir|l winter,, and top frequepdy lijtk 

. pains 

*An ofF-feti orfcarcementy (the latter is the country pjicafe) 
IS a fpace, which (hould be left between the verge of the gripe, 
and (he free of the bank, from fix to twelve inches, aecorl- 
tipg t^4i% nfimf9 9f t)»e Mpin die pofitioo oSAtdi^k. 



OP f HE C<AjNT^Y 6T WitoNE. <lbi 

Vittfef. Abdiitlcfwilrs KSvhevfer,. Vfe-'fdmctimes ineet 
\p^{h'jgb6a hedges; iiirTxicTi ate-bWeii*atteChfci to thit 
tHtcWgKbut the *cootey 'ztl^^g^: tiis' !» Ofwifig tolhfe 
^ifirfowTcale ttwriE^S6p!e Sfc ^es^rt&ly ediHrtt'ncd ii^ 
'^^'(It'ttii' ti^cMy tHty Site 'tmdfcr of ftctirii5g^»ic!r*iail 

concerns^ on account of the high reat^ tftejr "tffhaliy 
^pkyr^o\ig}i'kV6ii ttyJlrns"ffl?y ^ii<^?er^*'a«^d tt> the 
^kt^in^ of a fcaVceilcrit; tfifey faotwithftaindftig, 6ypir- 
^ti^n(ie and ^feffevferancc,^'get up <he fcedge throngli 
^time;' if the flltdh fhotiid -flip or give way, \ifHiA itf- 
* Seed is iWoft always the cafe, thfcy 'patch np frott ^ 
'Bottom' of fhfegrfj)t,'^Jth fods,'ftbne«, fc'c: td iWlt 
Itiie quick. ^ • ^ . ' ! -. 

"' ^Efenc<iltl8 |fl^fe/ tfhat /orTetf^i^r yeari^ ^vre^lMft 
^c pcrp^ttal 'troirt)le Jimd^'iik^crife,* -irheretis «?ita(bo« 
*ib1etcafeeikaiit4r<5«d*ivcr^^ '— ^ > 

When I cdiie to treat of Lord Moontjoy's irih- 
'pr6Vcihefat8 at' la(fge,the» article, J^^ff/, ^altbe fd}}y 
'treated of, according to the dififerettt wttodfes^ #liidi 

•vircrc^fdund necetTary'to be adopted lithofc exCenfti^ 

[concern^. 

'' '• < 

.0 

^IJedge-rdws aw tarely loicli wiiAi in* this ^Ahty, 
'iad the fewj'Mrhkh occur,' are^bue^veoly managed. 
' th noft cafes they are kt to run atuudofa^ wiUbcnt 

taking 



^ng. myites .t,Q manage th&.,trees, by . directing 
fh4f hca^j^j^jto^fhe .right 9r tof tj^^jcft, /o as toiaffift 
.41?^ qqi(;Jc-<l?t ,wjith< a free cirqulspipn of. airj ]whu;h. ;is a 
^.fecr^e^ our/^0pl^:kpow aotbing pt^ Ja (9111^ cnJTc? tbc 
frpei.l^avft bg6aJlpp.pcd too fcv^^eiy, .?u^iia inanjr/m- 
if^a^pes ]^^y/^,;bfca pollarded,, to. the great d^ftr.u^^9n 
yjf.'ih^ -tiift}?^,:.-; r-y, ^^^ .., ._^,,, ,_ ^j^ _,. ^ . 
i.*;I©. <JuM?|.th^c. is ,V€[Ry..Jittle attention .paic^ to ,thc 
.©Id tfmberi. ijn»he4ge-.row^, Scarce ^s .it.^is. I,,i|^9^ 
il^we|??r, ,ij,.^ay,;ijiojt be xhe cafe...iA ^futurp with, the 
•lli>ung:gro>ytl)j a3..moft 9f th? farajersajad^ others, who 
:jliift$oi^^f rgPM^.^he habit of plaatiRgquigk-yrifc, 
j9iQ# ^emin9nly.;ia^ed.wlth thop^qulck^s inftead of 
planting tall^ ankward, and ill rooted ftandards at the 
1b$tAi^'m^ t^ops off dUche^^ywberejlie;^ are alwaj^ex- 
-po&Ato gg$^j^'&fid .other. Vfqlts aa4 ficpdeats,. . As t(> 
the keeping ofrhqdgcs, in a .,ngat<>^ garden-like jorder, 
j^therjjy fquare or japer clipping^. it ^i^^guite out of the 
y<lV^(^j^m f?Kcept hi foHie, particular . places, fuch as 
if^fm/i to^nsjt ^fltdj-fpiiae fpy .farm-hoyfes of ^he firft 
3^t|fe j.but;alljajcc fttached to the old m9de of xutting 
hedges^ which caufes them to be always bare at bot- 
tom. Hedges are feldom cleaned more than one or 
two fegd^i, a^te^.bcibg planted^ -and-thea are left to 
chance. 

v^Tlis pcecariou&'aiaoner of pifocuring tl^prn- 9aicks, 
.ffqm.jpuWkiycfcjy .oftea^Qf a. b;wij.guali;y, a94,:A''' 
:«iida>«li^a)»bilifttcii2di]^i<)jur$$],-by k^PS:^99 \9^ Pf^^ 
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of groiuid, w}th :b9d .p%ckiog> tod at the mercyoC 
indokpt, carmen^ moA be.alwsqrs^ bar to this knprovc- 
ipfnt^ but of ttds I (haU rpeaktoiore fully m another 
i.placp* ; . /. . . • ^! . . 

Sect. 4. Naiure of Manured 

_■ i '•"' 1 " '*/: ' . ... ^ . . : ■. • -J • • 

.'/•■f: : ' t.. /^ I .. ■« ■ -• ^^ '•: . .: 

, .U'ni^PL ^be artifcje JMMSr of Gvkttre^lhz^^ made 
' fope, vesi^ark? Oa; commminaliiirea, to which I refcc# 
:^i(h:jrefpci!fi: to flawed maoore, (a kind of compoft 
cc^uiiQiily rn^de up pf qommoa dungi mud, or mir^ 
t>a$kiF pf; di^icheas- iicraptnga of ftce^taimdroadi^. and 
other ma|^f^l6|^$^^M.0n be.ooliejled} and fbme- 
to^estK^ie) t|ie, f^i^erajatid cottitraof .this.coooty aw 
not idjF^rior tg .$hqfe of, jiaj part tOf tbe Igngdoin. Tl^ 
abandttoi cropa;of ^t^loea to bejmet.withyin all pHrta 
of; the <;wiity« arei.coi^yu^cing prOpfs'of uthat io'dpftrj >a 
uled in the various ways and means of colle6ling mar 
nu^CAi becaufft witfaioait mkmitesy inourrvery beft foils, 
thei^ ^an be Do clMU^ce of foCurkig a tolerable crop C^ 
pota(Qea» and the mtyed manure^: are al^Kraysiblund tbc 
beft^ and if a little lime can be added^: it; 1$ found fiitt 
better, i but lime alo^^ without being ipixed with othar 
materials, is pot found to anfwer for potatoes in moft 
<ui(<;s$ but there have beei^ ^/laniqes of ftrogg qld l^as, 
when early plouighed^and rpciie lii9e wri^d jn* produ- 
cing 



the land remain in that Aate till fpring, when it*fif6tt1d 
be ploughed again, and well harrowed, the better to 
mix the lime efFeftually. 

The praftice of burning moory foils, and rich black 
bog, is univerfal throttghout the county, nor did I ever 
hear of any caufe of regret from purfuing this fyftem, 
>->Utlch'3tiiiMis^iNr^tiy is ^vdVykidy U I^^eSKgt^'^^ops 
jef ip»tiit^<i^ec>gQfieYifH^ :r}>/m<!}t%a ^ tliid ^fif^ae", ^'^ 
ithf^nfe^aehslji «^itkoac (^y «^h@r '^dSiliddU'^fiAii^ure. 
4»uiigcani'i€atngoft;.lfl$^«^i^ei», a^ Ihbft^&ff^itld^^ffit- 
bd^ Mdriir^chebtfOia^^^^aAd lbdig|!i^«§ Jlm#i ansi^ In ^fhft-^llf^, 
*«0ni>cbops^f^fi;hP^4litc^d^^rtp^^^ aPI^ 
9Me'{gttod>c»0^, ^Mlii%diAlti^I$3^1]fiid'u!i(t^tn', %^ 
^'^^ponft«k^^^P&^^i^^a %f»&S^^lYe b'ffies-d«y^^i ^ ' 
f^iflf <ii«itttiirfe«l*¥8t^ rt!6i^<l^^^«^flfll^ »lN»l<d« 
*lh&u*J«Sbi«j, iiioiou*cifcie|e>'«fiyi4^si«d -of i|tift6b1?fe*l* 

/ 'Mah»i:ii9]^ 'me^icwi^ )byi>4ftrig«ri^ '<ft mefiilfS^ k 

^^ i^m bi^d^fiC^refiikfngQfrdffliitb^fft, ih^^t^ette^ 

li^e^iifi ^eiiat A . .. • . .^ ,i '^•.::..i ?of;^ii ,^'m\^' '• 
.^^<ScyfidMfegilfe^)^^^ih'^^ ee^ifl^ lflJll<tteftbfte,>t 
,*^Mei^9%^lMirty 4s' «f6b^ft'^lii^bH^iib4ei!^r£Mfeg 
S-' ♦ claufes 



N 
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daufes ia leafes would, nq doubt, remedy this ia fome 
meafare. If infte^d of the ibrry liiAe-kilasy commoaly 
x:alled pot kilns, which we find fcattered through the 
county, fubftantial draw-kilns were introduced, there 
would not be the leaft danger, but that lime would fooa 
become a univerfal manure. For many years back, I 
have had roche lime, from ten pence to thirteen pence 
a barrel, of thirty-fix gallons, whereas h is a well 
known fa£):, that the farmers, in general, pay from one 
ihUling and eight pence, to two flullings and two pence, 
in their peddling way of working thdr pot-kilns* 

A lime-kiln of what I cal) the compofite kind, or that 
compofed of partly an inverted cone, and partly a cylin- 
der, is certmly Uie beft conftruftion. The beft in the 
county is at Ra(h, defigned ievcral years ago by the late 
bifhopof Cloghcr, which conftruftion lias fince extend- 
ed to other parts of the kingdom. The dimenfions of the 
kiln at Rafli are as follows: the conical part eight feet 
high, and the diameter at bottom about eighteen inches ; 
the cylindrical part of the fame height as the cone, 
making altogether iixteen feet. The diameter of the 
cylinder, and of courfe the l^geft diameter of the cone, 
is eight feet. The fuel uied is turf, and, when wbU 
attended, it will turn out about fifty barrels of roche 
lime, in the twenty-four hours. There is a lime-houfe 
attached to this kiln, of forty feet by twenty, height of 
the walls fourteen feet ; it is flated, and cod in the year 
17^1 iixty guineas. The kiln was built feveral years 
'I before,' 
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before, and coft fifty-^fix pounde. If built at this tiiflte, 
they certaiiily vrould come higher. Were I ta biukl 
another icilny and that my fittiation could afford it, I 
woiild prefer twenty feet) for th<i whole height, to fix- 
teen feet, or I ivonld rather have the 'Cylindrical part 
eleven feet, and the conical part nine feet. 

A kiln of this defcrijitiOQi when well attend^ might 
afford lime fnfficient for perhaps thirty or forty farmers 
of the firft rate. Nowfuppofe the >*^holc cdft, at this 
day, might be about two hundred pounds, furely this 
fum laid on forty large farins, in addition to the rents, 
tould never affefl the farmers in any degree, prdpor- 
'tionable to the advantages they would derive from 
always having linle at certain and cheap rates. 

In purfuance of an original plan of the kte Lord 
Mountjoy'9, a large lime4dln and lime-boofe are now 
building in a central part of the eftate of Newtown- 
ftewart, the objeA of which is to fell lime, to the 
tenantry of the eftate only, at areafonable price, not 
exceeding fourteen pence a barrel. This cannot fail in 
obtaining the defired ends, namely, in enabling the 
tenant to hy on more lime than what be could, in 
other refpeAs, ever have any-chance of doing, and of 
couffe in ralfing the 'value of the landed property. The 
good effeAs, which may ariie from ttus mode, cannot 
be doubted; they are already fufficieatly proved by a 
fiihilar pr^Aice, followed for feveral years back by a 
neighbouring gentleman, Mr. Stewart of Stranoriar, 
in the county of Donegal. 

Made 
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Marie is rath^ fcarce ia the county, pardctilarly ia 
the baronies of Strabane and Omagh -, nor do I find 
it is a favourite objeft of the fanDers» though I have 
experienced woodeiful effefts from it, feveral years 
ago, in the demef^e of Raih, on a 4ry Xoil. 

Many parts of ^he barpnies of Dungannon and 
Aogher abound ^h Ume-ftone gravel, yet I find it 
is not ufed in aay proportion^ equal to what it (hould 
Jbe, 



Sect. 10. Mode of Draining. 

Ovm draiqs.ace .in.coimioii<uie, only temporary to 
fave the crops in iS^Qift )ii^^ons» when the latter end 
of 'the fpring jh^ppeii to be .wet* 

The fecret of hollow draining is very little under- 
ftood in any part of the county, much Jqfs the inter* 
C^pting, or c^tting offsprings. Sod drains are not 
known in the county. 

Some faimer^^ iti fprmipg ditches, take advanuge of 
the iituation of the ground, fo as to aafwet a double 
pqr^pofe, namely, that of enclofing and draining, but 
fhis fyfteip is by no in^aivs pjiHued fo fiiUy as might 
be wiibed for^ it is however gaining ground. 

Though, in poipt pf coivveni^ncy and regularity, the 
following the courfes of fprings with ditches, fo as to 
I 2 anfwer 
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anfwer the purpofe of bothendofiag and draiaidg, may 
be coofidered an ankward manner of difpofing of the 
fields and endofures^ yet, m wet and expofed fitoadons^ 
it ihould.be preferred to any jegular mode, for the fol* 
lowing good resifons. Firft, draining the land is con- 
fiderablyi if not wholly diminUhed, by the aft of en- 
dofing : iecondly, fhelter is rendered more complete^ 
by following the natural and meandering courfes of 
the fprings : and thirdly, when thofe ditches are 
planted with foreft-trees, the fhelter is not only more 
complete, but the whole fpace, as far as the improve- 
ments are carried on, appears a folid body of planting 
from many points of view. 

By attending to thole natural drcumftances, and 
planting a few trees in the intefieftiotis of fields, which 
might be always done at very little expence, both 
beauty and profit would always be the reward of the 
proprietor. 

In general, attention is paid to the draining of fertile 
bogs, (b far as they are connefted with, or lie conveni- 
ent to arable land< In fuch fituations, immediately at 
the jnnftion of the b<^ and arable, the foil fcarcely 
ever fails to be rich and fertile, and particularly if the 
arable rifes boldly over the bog. Draining in fuch 
cafes is not the great objedl of the farmer ; his aim is 
manure for his farm, in which he is feldom difappolnted. 
Some more prudently attend to both objefts, manure 

dn4 
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:iod draining the bog below, and, in fuch (Ituatioas, 
natural fprings frequently occur, and are in general 
cafily intercepted. 

When I come to treat of Lord Mountjoy*s improre- 
ments at large, I fliall have an occaflon to enlarge upon 
this fubjef^, that being the only part of the county, 
where this ipecies of improvement is carri^ on to any 
great e^^t^nt* 



aiAP. 



ii8 STATISTICAL SURVEY 



CHAPTER V. 



POLITICAL ECONOMY. 



Sect. i. Roads and Bridges. 

ROADS and bridges arc generally well attended to 
by the gentlemen of the county, many of whom arc 
excellent judges of fuch public works, and take great 
pains to have them well executed. Very few counties 
in the kingdom can boaft of better or more convenient 
roads 5 fome parts of the poft road, however, between 
Mbnaghan and Strabane are an exception ; but thofe 
parts are intended to be improved. I have accompa- 
nied Captain Taylor, fome time ago, on the poft-road 
between Omagh and Newtown-ftewart, and then ap- 
proved very much of the new line he adopted; but finoc 
having weighed this matter well, I am ftrongly of opi- 
nion, that the propofed line fliould be on the eaft fidi 

the 
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of the riFer> the whole way from Oipagb toNewtown<« 
ftew^t. The lioucs of this work caanot afford to fhew 
my reaibns ia this'placej but, if called upon at a future 
tiaie, I fhall be ready to aofwer; but to returo: 

Befides the accommodadon of the traveller! and 
tj^e uie of roada from towa to town^ to mills, &c 
other objeAs ihould be in idew. The prindpal are 
limeftone quarries, and the qieaos of being able to 
get ioto exteniive bogs, to carry off bog-timber^ which 
at prefeut (and it muft be the cafe for many years) is 
the chief refoorc^ of this whole country^ for cabins^ 
]oom*timber, and many other purpofes. 

No fpep^ df ijQprovement could tend more to 
ierve the con^munity at large than the above; many 
thoufaods of acres might be lio)ied> which for want 
of roads to the quarries are given up. The more land 
is brought into culture, t}ie more difEcnIt it is to get at 
lioieftone quarries, b^scaufe the carriage of limeftone 
generally takes place in the fiinmxer feaibn. It is uni- 
verfally allowed, that Hm^one coQld be procured 
twenty years a^go, upon much eafler terms than at 
pr^ient, as at that tiia^e very little graiqi or potatoes 
W<re in the mountainous part$> to prevent ^e carriage 
of limeftone; hence the great neceiHty of making 
roads, a^d tl^ fooner the better. 

AU perioQi, whofe property lies convenient to a 

good linfteftone quarry, (hould exert themielves, in 

f baving road^. cw^uAed, as well as thofe, on whofe 

lands 
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Jands the quarry or quarries are. It fhould be a gc-. 
neral caufe; they (houid go further, by cheerfally and 
unanimoufly contributing to put quarries in good 
worldng order; firft, by giving a power of keeping 
them dry, when nece/Tary; fecondly, by finking fo as 
to be able to work upon a fair face to advantage, and, 
of courie, by being able to get at the beft part of the 
ftone, which is generally the loweA in all quarries; 
and thirdly, by employing intelligent perfons, to fee 
that all be fairly carried into execution. Such a per- 
fon might have the general charge of roads for a cer- 
tain diftrift, and for dividing and regulating bogs 
amang tenantry. I fpeak from confiderable experience 
of the utility of fuch a perfon, and efpecially where 
there is a large landed property, and a numerous 
tenantry. 

Without an enumeration of fome of the principal 
quarries, I could not, with any degree of accuracy, 
point out the fcveral roads, that ftionld be introduced, 
merely an account of the carriage of limeftone. 

The county is rich in limeftone quarries, generally 
of an excellent qu&lity for land. Here I (hall men- 
tion fome, to which roads would be found of the 
greateft Jidvantage. 

'In the barony of Strabanc, between Gortin and 
Dunnamanagh, is a famous quarry called the Butter- 
loop, fitiiated between a clufter of the Munterloney 
mountains, and fome of the iirft magnitude in the 

county. 
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toiinty. The greater part of the limeftone is carried 
on horfeback in finall creeisi or cretes, containing 
about two hundred weight. Roads to this quarry 
might be made at very little expence, as the materids 
are always to be found upon the fpot; and, though the 
general charaAer of the country for many miles is 
mquQtain, yet every mountain has its valley^ through 
moft of which roads might be conduced with the 
greateft eale. It would be for the intereft of the coun- 
ty of Londondeirry, to contribute to a road leading to 
diis quarry, as that county is rather fcarce in limeftonc* 

in the part of it, which lies neareft to this quarry. 
Wilmount, within two nules of Dunnamanagh, 
abounds with limeftone. Roads from this place into 
the interior parts of the mountains of Munterlonejr 
would be found of great ufe. 

Near Newtown-ftewart are quarries of great extent^ 

to which roads in ibme directions are very miiih 

wanted. 

Drumquin in the barony of Omagh is very exten- 

live in limeftone, and the county for feveral milea 

around it is deftitute of that article. Roads throughout 

this whole country would be found of the greateft ad<^ 

vantage. 
There are inany other valuable limeftone quarries 

throughout the county, fuch as Ballygawley, Cook& 

town, &c. 
In my tlifierent excurfioos through the county, I 

have remarked (and indeed it is invariably the cafe}, 

that 
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thai> where Umeftooe 13 mo& pleniyf there, tjj^e roads are 
fewy aad> 'm geoeral in bad older, Clanfes ia leafes, 
qbl^g tenaal:^ 10 contribote i;owards mituog iK>9d8 to 
lioieftoae qfidtnt^ imdei; certaia rules aad i^9|i{lioQ6f 
laigbt probably be of Qfe;, boj^, if not dooe i» a ge9^ 
way, I doubt k would be found di^cull tabrii^ pap- 
tkttlar iodividoals to comply* I only give it a^ a hint 
Aa to 9094a ia geoeraly nuicb e:q>et<^, and v&ivi 
labour might be £i.ved to the public* by famlag th^^ai; 
that is, by affigoiing a certain difta^ce tp one or more 
fserfoua to keep iu repaiFj after being firft fecurely 
made. This aode% followed through mauy partes of 
£aglaud« aod> I find, i$ now praAiifed iQ pajrts of the 
baroay of Doogaauou with good efe^« 

Tbroc^hout the hiagdom» road$ and brij^es always 
Uiterfere with the two bufy feai^us of dhe year, name- 
ly* ^lag and auiR!inn> a« tl^ile aie the feafoiia the 
jadges azft on ciraii& The laboui«r% who fepuld be 
employed in tilling the land, and faving the fruits of the 
^rth, are too ottea takeu up m finiihisg off public 
works, before the juidgej^ euiser the couoity. 

F)ram tUa circumftaaoe ^ is plain,, tt^t mneh l»co9i^ 
vwfSKf and untaeoiffary espeiaie arijle; ^jad too fre^ 
quently the food of man and beafl: is loft, or xx»icb ^ 
fD{^ged» by oot being able: to Attend to it in due feafon. 
If the roads were parceled out mto certain diftii£k9 
at an annual fum, fuppoie fix pence a perch, more or 
lefa^ as die cafe might requke^ the farmers, who arc 

Ukdy 
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likely to be the Ufideriakef s, wouki find it thdr iatereft fo 
take care, that their pOfMic ixrorks (hould not incefferc 
vith their private bafineft> at leaftj fo as npt to check 
the fpriog and autumn vrorks. In this cafe they woald 
prepare maletiate occafionally, and have them in rea* 
dinefs to lay on at crerf favourable opportunity,* By 
fuch judicious management much advantage vould 
accrue to the public, and we would feldom find bad 
(pots in roads, which in the prefent cafe too frequent- 
ly occur. Road-overfeers, (I mean the under ones) 
according to the prefent mode, never find it their own 
private intereft to attack a breach in a road, or iet' 
right a pipe or a gullet, which may have got out of or- 
deri or let off water from ditches or water-tables, or to 
do any other trifling matter that may occur, and which 
If early attacked, the coft is nothing in comparifi>n to 
the letting fuch jobs fie over from aflize to alGze. 

The farming of roads &c. would remedy all thofe in- 
conveniencics, bccaufe, the moment the undertaker found 
any thin^ amifs, it would be his intereft to let it right 

immediately, 

* Soldiers (lationed in different quarters might be ap- 
plied to great advantage, to make and repair roads in time of 
peace ; the good efFeds of which have been long ago expe- 
rienced in the highlands of Scotland. The &Bner by this 
means UMght be eafed of the weight of county cefs ; the fol- 
diers would have more pay than ufual, and, what would be 
found better, his time would be better employed than ra 
the dram (hop ; the military road, in the county of Wicklow, 
may ferve as a role to go by. 
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immediately, as the laying ont of moaey in due feaSixL 
is always fqmid the cheapeft way of going to work* 

It would alio be found goo4 poUcy to allow the 
farmer or undertaker that part of the road> wlucb may 
Ik nesLt to hi^ Qwn land} by wbicb me^ns, he would 
be the oiore induArious to clear bis groi^ad of ftones, 
which to him would be a deiirable advantage^ and of 
geser^l benefit to the pubKcy finc^ the more laud is 
cleared, tli^ greate^i of coiirfe ^rill^ be the extent of 
culture^ 

There ia no reafon, why a |iew road fbonid mx be 
contracted for in like manner. In all cafes, lofpeQors 
are abfolutely oecefTary. An afHve perfon emfiojti ia 
this manner, of approved judgment and fidelity, would 
do away at once petty road-overfeers, and would not 
be attended with perhaps one fifth of the expence; 
as the former might anfwer for a whole barony, 
at fappofe twenty pounds a year, wlych would make 
only a fmall figure in paying the number of overieers 
nfoaily employed in th^ fanie diftri£t. 

ContraAsi of tMs nature fhould not be for a lefi 
term than leven years, to keep roads in repair; if only 
for one or two years, contra Aors will b^ye no perma^ 
aeikt iniereft in the work, and of conrfe they will not 
take fnch pains to do it well, asf tf die terms had been 
longer. Indeed, the longer the term of contract is, the 
better; it a As upon the contra A or in the fame man- 
lier as a long leafe does on ^ farmer^ which re<}uiccs 
tto demanftratbn. 

How 
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How far the country might be enriched by intro- 
dncing more roads is evident^ not only from the nfe* 
fill pufpofe of thcapeniflg the carriage of limeftone, 
but alfo the great advantage of beirig able to procure 
bog timber at a much cheaper rate than the frcfent. 

Extenflve bogs we find richer in timber than fmall 
fcattercd patches, and the great bogs iiivariably afford 
more bog-fir thin bog-oak, the formei' beiiig of three 
times the value of the latter* It is alfo Found, that tim- 
ber is in larger quantities in the middle of large bogs, 
than at the edges; hence the neceffity of making roads 
quite through them. 

I have been t)ften an eye-witnefs to fceUes of ftrug- 
gHng and great fatigue in getting out logs of timber to 
the hard land, frequently at the diftance of a mile from 
where the bog was found. Roads would certainly 
cheapen this bufmefs, not to mention the many other 
advantages, that would* naturaHy follow the introduc 
tion of them. It is in vain to fet about reclaiming ex- 
tenflve bogs, without firft forming roads, and making 
large drains and water-tables. A bog may be drain- 
cd in fome meafure, but how are hard materials for 
covering them to be brought in, without roads ? 

Under this head, I beg it may be underftood, that I 
principally aUude to flat extended trafts of red fpongy 
bog, moft commonly in a floating ftate, which, of all 
fpeciesofbogs, are the jnoft.diflicult to improve} but 
more of this under its proper head. 

Bcfote 
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Before I difmifi tins fiihje£t, I flxaU beg leave to fiig^ 
geft to the geotloQieQ of the cowi^ of Tf rose a plaa, 
nrhtch, I a]^eheQd> nughc not be atteoded with much 
expenfe. Thejaxenow ia.pol&^a of ^tbe maip of the 
conatj, made out by MeiCra^ William and ConjVi,g^ 
ham M'Crea, itiithe years 1774* i775» and 1776* 

Since that time, a great number ^of road« have been 
made throughout the ^ounty^ aU of ^which ace ukioi^ 
and man; of them materially &• In ocd^ tox^d^ifais 
map more complete;^ I apprehefid^ i^hat all the roadsi 
which have been inuriagduced £nce it :was finiftfidL 
might be furveyed, and laid down (Uppn it. When this 
partof the workihall.be complot^d^ the gej^tlemen mi 
goihcther.; a copper^plate might betma^P out« and a 
great many imp^ffions ilituck offl .^e plate fiiould 
be thej^rqperty of the fubfcribing ^^ntl^men, and. any 
new lines».that may be Introducod heiteafter, might be 
delineated on the.platQ, and thins tuMre-jn^wiiflspFefliao^ 
made out occaiionally. 

I am linformed, that artifts will.ggtee to make out 
the engraving, and Arike olT the ;m^p9> by allowing 
them a certain rnumher for their . own remolnment. The 
certainty df this. may be eafiJsy known, by. applying to 
nny of the eminent .print*fellQrs. 

Bridges. 

'A< great mlftake in brridge-building is, that the piers 
and abutments are not well attended to, in having 

them 
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them funk fiiffideatly deep. More bridgesi j>ipe6, and 
gnUets have^ven Wi^y through this caufe, tbaa through 
aU other caufes put together. la cUyey and (audy fitua- 
tions, the courfe of the river or brook is perpetuallfr 
changing; therefore too much precautbn cannot be 
taken to guard againft ^iccidents, that frequently arife 
from fuch caufes. Where the current is rapids theie 
the.more care fliould be taken in finking deep ; but (iich 
elites for bridges !<hould be avoided as much as poffible. 

Every d^y's experieace (hews us, that bri<i^s ate 
^much more iecure«in4ead or fmooth running wate^j 
^han when ccmfirafked on fords, or near them, and 
efpecially upon the upper fide. 

Bridges are, in general, built too narrow. The fink- 
ing of foundadons, centering, and malbn*work, between 
a bridge of twelve feet wide, and one of eighteen feef, 
bear not the fame, proportion, of two to three, in point 
of esypence ; that is, if a bridge, twelve feet widc^ 
ihould coft aooA, it does not follow, that one, 
eighteen feet wide, fliould coft 300/.$ this every per« 
ion, the leaft converfant in bridge->building, muft 
'^know. 

In this county, it is only throwing away public 
•money, to introduce cut-ftone coping on the battle- 
ment, as the country people carry it away, and few of 
the road-overfeers give themfelves any further trouble 
about it. Stones, placed edgewife, of about a foot 
h^h, and reaching quite acrpfs (he wall, are prefer- 

able 
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abb to cut ftoncj as there ts no temptation for flealidg 
the former^ and this part of the work comesi as cheap 
as ady other p2tt of the battlement ; whereas cut ftooe 
cofts from 8^. to i/. a foot, running meafurement, ac- 
cording to the thicknefs of the wall. 

The fide-walls of fmall bridges^ commonly called 
pipes, or gullets, are generally built of lime and ftonc: 
where fuch are only flagged over, this precaution is sj- 
together uuneceflary. By finking well, where the cafe 
may require, and uflng heavy materials at bottom, a 
dry wall is fully as fecure as a wet one, or that built 
of lime and Aone, which, from much experience, I 
know to be the cafe. 

There is more foul play and tricks ufed in bridge- 
building, than in making of roads. Mafons find it 
their intereft to make bad work, in order that the jab 
may the fobner come round again, and common road- 
overfeers are feldom ftiarp enough to prevent this 
fraud 5 hence the great ufe of mtelligent honeft in- 
fpeftors. 

I have, more than once, experienced inftances of the 
foundations of bridges b^ing undermined, previous to 
floods, in order that the whole fabric might tumble 
down} nor have I ever known road*over(eers to be 
any way aftive in detefting fuch villainy. Indeed, fo 
long as overfeers have a double intereft in public 
works, we cannot expeft much fair play, for many of 
the overfeers themfelves arc alfo the exccuters, and, 

wherQ 
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^beFjS that is. not the cafe, their friends are. I am very 
far, bowever,. from fappoiiog, that all the under over- 
ieers of th« county are of the fame caft ; many of them I 
kno^to be inen of ability^ and pofleflTed of liberal fea- 
time^s. It is not the men, who have the charge of 
public works, that are fo much to blame, but the fy{^ 
tem adoptied, and the pardality, that I am forry to find 
fo prevalent through the whole county ; and the oaly 
fure way of preventing this evil is, in my opinion, the 
appohiting of infpeftors, and farming the roads. 

I have introduced, in the neighbourhood I live in, a 
ipecies of bridge, fome years ago, which I find to an- 
fwer extremely well for a fmall mountainy brook. 
When the water is low, the whole of it pafles under ; 
and, in times of floods, part goes under, and part over ^ 
the bridge. The pafienger, notwithftanding, is feldom 
flopped, as mountainy floods foon fubfidei they fel- 
dom laft longer than an hour or two ; and, in roads 
not very public,. it feldom happens that any perfon may 
go that way during the flood \ and, in cafe a perfoQ 
fliould pals during that time, if on horfeback, he may 
ford it; if on foot, there are ftepping-ftones con- 
venient. 

* This kind of bridge may be built for one-third left 
flian in the ufual way, where the fituation may be 
found anfwerable j and, if well executed, is never fub- 
jefl: to be out of repair : it is only calculated, however, 
for dpcnSf which are intended to be fla^rged, inftcad of 

fmall arches. _ 

^ ^ • ' K ■ • Tte 
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In the {e&ioQ> acrois the pipe or guBet, the fliapc of 
the road will appear thus, and give fome idea of the 
quantity of water, that may be diicharged over it. 



.mBf±...._„,_^...^ 




The pipe is capable of difcharglng fix cubical feet o£ 
water, and the fegment, a, i, is equal to nearly tea 
cubical feet. But there is no necefSty of being coa« 
fined to one pipe ; more may be introduced, if the cafe 
fhould require it, and the excavation made in propor- 
tion. Inftead of flags, logs of oak may be ufed, which 
will laft for ages. 



Sect. 2. State of Navigations and Navigable Rivers. 



Ths navigation from Strabane, for upwards of three 
miles, wher^' it falls in with the river Foyle, is cer- 
tamly of infinite iervice to the county, on account of 
cheapening the carriage of goods of various forts, from 

K 2t Derry 
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Derrf to Strabane, the 9(^hole of the way by water. I 
underAand^ that it is ia coatemplatioQ to leagthea the 
canal a confiderablfi way further down the river, ia 
order to avoid fome fhoals and fand-banks, which, in 
dry feafons, much Impede the navigation. 

There come up from Derry goods of various ibrts, 
fuch as timber, coals, iron, flax-feed, Jiquors, groce- 
ries. Sec. There go down from Strabane, linen, 
corn^ hides, tallow, potatoes, turf, &c. 

The navigation, from Coal4ilaad, near Dungannon, 
to Lough Neagh, in length about three miles and a 
half, is at prefent but indilFerently attended to; in many 
parts it. is almoA choaked up with weeds. The cluef 
ufe of this canal is for conveying coals from .the col- 
liery. Some timber and other articles are brought up 
to Coal-ifland, which are difperfed through the coun- 
try on cars and horfes. 

The only navigable river in the county, except the 
river Foyle, is the Black-\vater, which runs from 
Lough-Neagh to Black-water town, diftance about ten 
miles by water. In this courfe there are two or three 
ihoals, which require to be removed. The boats are 
from twenty to eighty tons burden, ind bring to 
Black-water town feve'ral kinds of goods from Newry 
(from which town there is alfo a canal to Lpi^h- 
Neagh), fuch as-timber, iron, coal, culm, flates, aihe^ 
fait, &C., and bring back barley, oats, and fometimes 
|>otatoes, and alfo linen doth, as there are tvK) 
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or three extenfive bleach-greens m the neighbpurhood 
of Black-water town. Armagh is only four miles from 
this village, with almoft a dead level the whole way j 
a canal, of courfe, would be found quite prafticable. 

A canal, made from Vcmer's ferry, or from the 
Moy to Dunganison, both about the fame diftance, not * 
exceeding five miles by land, would render the county 
of Tyrone completely well circumftanced, perhaps as 
iMch fo as any county in the kingdom. A few years 
have fiiewn, of what infinite advantage the Strabane 
caoal has been, and b likely to prove to the community. 
A canal, from either of the above places to Dungan- 
non, could not fail it) producing the like efFed, fince 
the country, for many miles about each of thofe prin- 
cipal towns, is nearly alike circumftanced, with this 
difFerence, that Dungannon is qpite furrounded by 
bleach-greqi^s, which is one prindpal rieafon for intro* 
ducing a canal. Siti;ated as thofe towns are, at both 
extremities of the county, renders ih^tq very advaa- 
tageoufly iituated for trade; either of them being^ithin 
twenty miles diftance pf s^py part of the county, and 
<;oofiderab]y nearer to all thofe parts mof} eminent for 
the linen trade. Linens might be at once ient by water 
to 'Dublin, to England, or to any other diftant part, inv 
fiead of ^pding them on cars tp Dublin, which at pre-- 
ient is the frommon o^ode. Dqngannpn is at prefept^ 
and has been for many years back, a flourifhing 

town^ 
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town I how far a canal would add to its prbiperity, 
requires no demonftratidn. 

I have not fufiidently examined the country about 
DungannoUi ib as to be able to form any idea of the 
beft line for a canal, or how far water might be ie- 
cured in quantity fulGdent to feed it ; but the latter, I 
conceive, there could be no doubt about, from the 
great number of extenfive bleach^greens all through 
the neighbourhood, the wafte water of which mnft be 
very confiderable. 



Sect. 3. Siate t>f Fifljeries. 

I KNOW of no regular fiihery in the county, except 
that near Strabane, which is confined to falmon. This 
is immediately under the infpeftion of the perfons, who 
rent the royalties of the rivers, which ultimately fall 
into the river Foyle. 

Hi^gh there are fevere fines and penalties againfl: 
poaching, or killing of fifli unlawfully, yet vaft depre- 
dations are always committed by idle fellows, who 
make this bufmefs a great part of their occupation. 
The moft deflruftive way of dcftroying fifh is, by 
night, with lighted faggots or draw, at the time the 
falmon are about to fpawn, or emit their young. 

Thofe, who pay for privilege of fiihtng, would aft 
well for themfelves and the community, if, inllead of 

payiug 
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p^jidg yearly fidarics to water-k€eper9» as they are 
called, diey wonld allow them the fiill amouat of the 
fines fettled by lanr. I have tried both way$» and 
haai tiie latter to ibcoeed completely. 



Sect. 4. ^fate ef MamifmffureSf whither encree^ng. 

Theue 18 00 maonbr of doubti that the linen mana« 
fa£):ure is daily encreafing, notwithftandtng the great 
number of people leaving the country for America 
every year, and alfo the number to fupply the miCtia. 

There cannot be a greater proof of the encreale of 
the linen trade, than tlie great rife of flax land. About 
ten years ago, half a rood, or twenty fquare perches 
(generally Cunningham meafure, lefs, by nearly one<- 
ieventh, than plantation meafure), let at 8/. : now (in 
J 802) the fame quantity of land frequently brings 
double that fum. Another circumftance clearly potnts 
out the encreafe of the finen trade : common labour- 
ers, who were not much in the'habit of weaving Ibmc 
years ago, generally work out two or three yards of 
linen at night in the winter time, after the common 
day's labour is over. I mention this, to (hew the in- 
duftry of the people ; and many of this defcription are 
obDged to work at common labour for their employers 
in the day time, at leaft for a great part of the feafon. 

From 
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.From a long refidence, aad an Ifll&iatbtcirow^edge 
of this country, I can affetty that atrkaft^ronerthicd 
more land is now occupied by flax^ than ^irhat had 
been ten years ago^ which is a convincing, proof dE the 
encreafe of the linen nianufafture j the great rife on 
Knens, of late years, is another. Every day the in- 
duftry of the peoplp is gaining ground on bog and 
mountain, particularly the latter ; and it is alfo noto* 
rious, that, ten years agp, as much Und was taken up 
with crops of potato^s^ oats, and barley, as at this 
day ; this alfo fhews, how much the culture pf flax 
)ias been extended of late years. 

At Cook's-iown, a. muflin manufafture is cftab- 
lUhed, and is likely to fucceed. At Strabane, by Mr* 
Rofs, corduroys, and other articles in the cotton way, 
are manufaflured to no fmall extent. In ^ the barony 
of Clogher^ much druggets are madp . for home con- 
fumption, but there is no regular eftablifhment. Near 
Coal-ifland, in the barony of Dunganpon, and at Fm- 
tona, in the. barony. of Clogher,.are coarfe manufac- 
tories of earthen-ware, tiles, fire-bricks. Sec. In every 
town, and in ^any villages, foap and candles are ma- 
pufafturcd, and cvep in fomc country places. 



Of 
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0/ fncouragemtnt to tiem, and tie peculiar ffftnefi of 
the Juration for their extetifion* - 

Some years back, the Liaea Board gave premioma 
for the tecouragement of flax-feed of Irilh growth,; 
the practice of (owing Irifli feedj however^ has beea 
difcontinued, for reafons known to the growerS) who 
muft be certainly well acquainted with the difference 
between foreign feed^ and that of Irifh growth ; nor 
18 it likely^ that they would prefer paying fuch higjh 
, prices for foreign feed> if they found the Irifii growth 
to anfwer the main end| which is that of having the 
good quality of the flax in view. 

I do not know of any fcheme, that could tend to 
encourage the linen trade, more than that of faving 
of fuel in bleaching. The quantity of turf, that is aQp 
nually ufed in the countyj is mofl: aftonifluog. 

I am furprifed, that fome cnterprizing bleacher, b^ 
fore this time, has not taken a hint from Count Rum- 
ford's fyfliem, which could not fail, in anfwcring the 
dcfired end.* 

In fome bleach-greens, upwards of 10,000 kiflies of 
turf are annually confumed, or an area, at ^aft equal 
to 11,000 cubical yards, of made up fuel, fit for coq- 

iun^ptioQ. 

* At the LiDCQ-hall, in Dublin, an apparattas is let up fdr 
tbe faving of fuel. 
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fnmption. Sixty kifhes of turf is a reaibnable allow- 
ance for a cottier, fo that one Ueacb-green confumes 
a9 much fuel as 166 cots. This b a ferious confide- 
nation, and fhould be an obje£k worthy of the attention 
of all thofe concerned. I make no doubt, but fur- 
naces, properly conftrufted, might fave four-fifths of 
Ihe fuel confumed at prefent. 

The foffofving eJlabUJbid Bkacb^greens nvill ferve to Jbem 
iheprefetajtate of the Linen ManufaBure in the Cwntj. 

Names of Bleachers. Places ef aloie. 

VniHam Shaw, •«• Caftle Caulfield, near Dungannoti^ 

James Guaherty, Dungannon. * 

Duffin and Co. - IXtto. 

Thomas Rodman, Ditto. 

WilBam Gricr, - Ditto. 

Thomas Grier, - IXtto. 

Robert Grier, - Redford, near Dungannon. 

John Grier, • - Dungannon. , 

John Wilcocfc, - Ditto. 

Ditto (two), . - Near CookVtown. 

' Cook, - Ditto. 

James Grier, - Ktto. 

Thomas Grier, Jun. Ditto. 

J.Patteripn, -. Ditto. ^^- 

James Cook, - Ditto. 

JohnKenny^ - Ditto. 

Jtmo 
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Mmi^/ QfBkaebiri. 


^hcnrf abode. 


William Aaderfbiij 


near Cook's^town* 


A. Stewart, - - 


Coal-ifland* 


Brown & Sloane^ 


Ditto. 


Thoa. Grier & Co, 


Ditto. 


William Pike, . 


Ditto. 


Purcel, - 


Brookfield, neat Dongaitnon. 


Jackfon & Eyre, 


Blackwatcr-town. Thefe have twit 




more bleach-greens adjoining, in 




the county of Armagh. 


John Chambers, 


Omagh. 


—— Smiley, - 


Near Strabane. 


Qoin, . - 


At Duglafs-bridge, bdow New- 




town^ftewart. 


— — Sproule, - 


Spa-mount. 



With fbme others, now eftablilhing, or in contempla* 

tion of being fliortly fet on foot. 

My information,, with refpeA to the bleach-greens 

about Dangannon and Codk's-town, was from Mr. 

Wilcock of Dungannon, an eminent bleacher. 

Sctaie bleach on their own account; that is, they 

buy the linen doth. Others bleach for the country, 
^fkt/o much a yard ; but the greater number bleach for 

themfelves, and for others- 
There are flill many eKgible fituations in the county 

for bleach-greens, many of which, no doubt, will 

fliortly be occupied, from the rapid grogrefs of the 

trade. 

The 
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The following fittiationsj among many otbersi are 
comtnodioufly iitoat^d for water, afpeA, and fisei. 

Three or four, between Lord Mountjoy's demefhcj 
at RaQi, and Newtown-ftewart, oii the river StmeL 

One at Drumquln, by removing a corn*mill, and 
placing it a quarter of a mile below the village, where 
the fall and iituation are mach preferable to th& 
prefent. 

One or two on the Poa, or Fairy-water, between 
Poa-bridge and Dodean-bridge. 

One above Mr. Chambers's green, near Omagfa. 

Several might be introduced, along the river be- 
tween Omagh and Fintona, and from Ballinahatty to 
near Dromore. The fituations are very, good along 
thofe rivers, but in fome parts turf is rather fcarce* 

I have already mentioned drugget ; here I beg leave, 
to recur to this article, the encouragement of which 
would be found of the greatef^ advantage to the lower 
dafs, both as to wearing apparel, and keeping them 
fully employed, at a feafon when flax may fo;metimes 
be out of the reach of the^ poor. ' 

From the beginning of June, till towards the firft of 
September, is the moft dormant part of the year fo| 
fpinning of flax. The poor people's flock, or w{iat 
they gcneraUy grow themfelves, is commonly fpun by 
|he firft of June ; and the remainder of the feafon, till 
the new flax comes in, is commonly fupplied by flax 
purchafed at the markets, or clfewhere. 

Daring 
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; The. alcove period, therefore, ts^at, mwhtclithe 
poor might be, in fome meafur<i, employed iir fpani* 
nlng^of wool, as at that feafon it is geoer^Uy pi:ocured 
upon cheaper terms th^n flax. Befid^sjTiXmmer wea* 
tlier anfwers beft for fpinning wool. A fpinner can 
manage flax by the light of the fire only ; wool re- 
quires more regular, li^ht 1 hence the latter is the beft 
fubjeft for the long day. 

But there is another confidcration of .great confe- 
quence, trifling at firft view as it may appear. The 
root oi the*^ common fern is at this feafon replete with 
an oily glutinous fubftance, which is well known to 
niake an exicellent fubftitute for oil. or butter, without 
wVich wqbl cannot be manufafturcd, unless the fern- 



, ,i 



i... 



Juice be made ufe of. A pound of wool .requires a 
qliarteV of a pound of butter, or the fame proportion 
of oil, to prepare it for fpinning, which may be faved 
by -attending to the exudation of the fern, when cut 
up in fmall pieces. Perhaps it might be an objeft 
worthy of chemical enquiry, to find how long this 
juice might be preferved, and how to prepare it for 
that purpofe. So far as I could learn from the com- 
mon people, the root is cut into (hort pieces, bruifed 
in a mortar, and then put into a cloth, and prefled out. 
I have feen beautiful pieces of drugget, made up in 
this country by iioufe-keepers. When thickened in 
the tuck-mill, it is warmer, and lafls longer than other- 
Wife? in this cafe, two parts are generally compofed of 

wool. 
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wcplf and one of nax; la Hat vibal wfty^ the wodi and 
flax are «qnal4 

I hope our northern farming (bcledes, Txrhen more 
gener^y eftablilhed^ will attend to this hint. 



Sect. $. Pifulathn^ 

Doctor Beaufort's Memoir, of his map of Ireland, 
makes the number of houfes to be 28)704. l^rom a 
great number of views, that I have taken in differ- 
ent parifhes, I find the average of perfons to each 
houfe rather exceeds fix, which number, by allowing 
Ibmething for emigration, I fhall abide by, fb that the 
whole of the mhabitants may be fet.down at 172,224^ 
a great population indeed, which, .1 believe, is very 
neair the trutK 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI* 



RURAL ECONOMY, 



Sect. i. Prices of Wages ^ Labour^ and Provifms% 

SEVERAL cades afTofi: the rates of .^^nrages anil 
prbvifiMS. Since die iocrodaQioa of ftulkia aftd yeo^ 
meni the ralueof laboer has been confider ably railed. 
.Alfo, when the Iinen trade is good, the prke of labour 
is fare to rife, as tnoft of the labouring clafi are alfo 
weavers* In fpring and autumn, labour is always 
higher than ^t other feafons. Labour is always higher 
about towns than in country places; yet moft labourers 
prefer the latter, as the jobs are generally lon^ and 
fteady, and provifions are to be had upon more reaibn* 
able terms. ' ' 

It may appear fomewhat ftraiige,that, When pr^tv 
vifions are higheA, common labour is always fband 
loweft, and efpfecially if the linen trade be on the de^ 
dtne. IKngulax as this may appear, it is a fafir that is 
fully known, and the principal caufe is obvious : the 

farmer, 
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farpier, in order to fave provifions, endeavours to get 
through all, or part of the labouring work, by his 
own family, which was almoft univerfally the cafe 
in the years tSoo, and i8oi. 

Taik-work, alfo, makes a material change in the 
price of day labour, as a good labourer can earn 
more money by the former than by the latter; of 
couHe, he will prefer the mode, by which he can 
make moft. 

Farmers generally feed their labourers, and, on that 
account, the '^ajges are low, cpmihonly fix pence half- 
penny a day, except in the time of harveft, when they 
gi^^rjtUy ,gela dlhilling a ddy. . Bot by fat the greater 
number of the farmers get their labour done upon' a dif* 
ferci^t footing,, as jb^ cottiers -arc; obliged to work for 
them to a certain extent, to pay for , their cot»takes; aod 
the farmers are always fure,xhat the number of days 
jpecified mu£t be ferved in -the bufy (eaibns*. Sometimes 
contrails between farmers .and labourers are fp made^ 
98 to work .a. certain number of. days in each week 
throughput tiie year, but this mo4e is not common. 

Either for common labour or taik^work, no regular 
fteady rules are eflabli(hed throughout the county, ex- 
cept in lord Mpuntjo|['s impr-oveoc^ntSy whkk fhAll«be 
toted in their, proper prdefj lUKh^n I come (to tr^^t of 
that place. t: i 

The mkldk prices of provifions for the laftrten years 
ending. Deccmbet 1799, may be dated as iollows.. 

Oatmeal 
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/. /. d. 
Oatmeal, a peck of lolb. « ^ 010 
Potatoes, by the ftone - - 003 

Beef in winter, of a bad quality - o o 2 ^ 

in fummcr, generally good. - 004^ 

Mutton the year round, from 3 J. to 004 

Pork, in winter, - - - o o 3 ^ 

Bacon, - - - 006 

Herrings, by the 1 20, from 3/. to 046 

Salmon, from 3^. to - •004 

but in winter falmon is generally fold by hand, or at 

fo much a prices but this kind of falmon is of Uttia 

«r no value. 

A - 
New-milk, in fummcr, by the quart - ^ ij 
■ ' in winter - - • 3 

Butter-milk, always bad, and dear. 
Frefli butter, of i8oz. to the lb. from ^d. to 10 
Cheeie generally bad, from 6d. to « 8 ^ 

The loaf is never in proportion to the price of graia 
or flour. If the (hillipg loaf in Dublin be 61b. the 
fis^-penny loaf, in all the principal and petty towns of 
this county, (eldom weighs %\h\ all rules and regula«* 
fions, relative to* this bufinefs, arc generally over- 
looked by thoie, who ihould piit them in force. 



Sect. 
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Sect. 2. Habitation^ fueU fiod^ and clothing ^f 
the lower ranh\ their general co/l. 

There are two denominations of lower ranks, uni- 
tcrfaily to be met with. 

The firft comprehends fuch as have fmall farms, 
by far too limited to make out a fupport in any dc^ 
gree comfortable, perhaps for more than one half of 
the year, and too frequently not fo much. Many of 
this clafs are under-tenants, or what is commonly cal- 
led the third man, and fometimes the fourth and fifth, 
and too often more fteps removed from the lord of 
the foil. The further the diftance from the landlord, 
of" courfe the greater muft be the poverty of the laft un- 
dertaker, as every occupier muft, or is fuppoied to 
have profit in the land* 

The fecond clafs are chiefly* cottiers, who frequcatly 
derive under tenants, of different degrees, down from 
the lord of the foil. Many of this defcription are wea- 
vers, as well as labourers. This clafs of people are 
generally more comfortable than the former, as they 
run no rifque, and have but little to lofe. But the 
under tenants (commonly called Tky-farmers) are by 
far the moft miierable part of the community, as has 
been obferved in another place. 

With refpeft to habitations, they are in general very 
bad, and efpecially fuch as are occupied by cottiers, 

who 
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"who commonly engage only by the 3rear, and from . 
year to year. Sometimes the cabin is built by the far- 
mer^ commonly of (lone and clay mortar, and fiyie- 
times of fods only. In the barony of Dungaimon» 
ibme fcattered cabins are built of mud, or yellow clay 
mixed with ftraw for litter, but thofe cabins arc poor- 
ly made up; the roof is generally of bog fir, or bog 
oak, and thatched with oat or barley ftraw, and 
fometimes with rufties and fprit, heath, broom, refufe 
of flax, &c. 

But the moft general way of building cabins is by 
both parties, that is, by the farmer and labourer, in 
which cafe the latter is allowed fome abatement in the 
firft year's rent. Sometimes the whole is built by the cot- 
tier, and in this cafe a whole year is generally allowed 
for the trouble and expence of building, which is ge- 
nerally from three to five pounds. We feldom find 
the cabins of the poor fubftantial or comfortable, and^ 
^hen built according to the laft cale, little can be ex~ 
peAed in point of either, fince the poor labourer has no 
permanent intereft, but only from year to year. Hence 
we find fo many cabins perpetually going to deftruc- 
tion through all parts of the country. 

I have remarked, that a cabin may be built, for from 
three to five pounds; the difficulty of procuring the 
roof, of bog timber, is the greateft the builder has to 
encounter with. The woods of Munterloney are almoft 
cut down^ whicbi for many miles round, and for a great 
L 2 number 
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nomber of year; back, fappUed the country iritb tim^i 
ber for roofing, cars, and plough timbcr, unih everjr 
oiha^ article the country ftood in need of; now^ the 
prinapal dependence is on the bogs, the procQriag timr. 
b^ from which in their preient ftate is always attend^ 
ed with many di£culties. The tlunniag of Lord 
Mountjoy's improvements xa now beginniog to aSbr4 
the country fome relief, which, of couzfe, will eoe 
ereafe every year; alder, Uxch, fcc^h and ^roce fira, 
and mountain afh, are the only articles, which can be- 
cut away at preient, to eafe mote valuable tioiberi 
Aofe articles are from, fourteen to twenty yearft 
growth, and are well calculated f^ cabia buildings 
and many other domeitic purpofea. Regular pjrloesh 
are fiised for ' every article fuitable to the country^ ^ 
which (ball hereafter be explained, wh^a I come ta 
treat of the improvements at large; here. I ikaljlonlf 
take notice of fuch articles as are commonly mads 
uTe of in cabin buildings this bemg the iiibjedt under 
eonfideration. 

In the neighbourhood of Omagb, and witbia ;| 
seafonable diftance of the improvemepts of Rafli, a 
cabin of the following dimenfions may h^ built for 
the under priceSr 

04X14 fc«« 
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24 X 14 fe^ '^ the clear, iide-wall 6 feet, 2 gables. 

Stone, and clay-mortar, - -« - i 10 o 
Three couples, or principals, - - o 15 o 
Three dozen of ribs, - - - o 15 o 

Two wheel^ar-loads of wattles, - -055 
One brace-tree or beam, to fupport a 

chminey, - - - - -080 
The above articles are procured from 
the improvements. 
*rw6 door-cafes of bog-oUk, - -044 

T*wo doors of foreign fluff, - -088 

Two windows, cafes, and glazing, with 

lead-light, - - - - "066 
Thatch, I fet down at - .- -100 

Labour of roofing, thatching, &c. - o 15 o 

£.6 7 II 

A caUn^ of the above defcription, is reckoned in 
this country a refpe£lable and comfortable manfion for 
« cottager. 

Fuil.-^tmf or peat is tiniverfal, and to be procured 
almoft through ail piart6 of the county upon reafonable 
terms. It frequently happens, however, that, in mod 
towns^ this article is extratagantly high, though fuch 
towns may be furrounded with bogs. This arifes from 
a kind of monopoly, as many individuals have ufurped 
a right to large trafts of bog, which the poor are too 
V)ftert deprived of* This fhould be made a fubjeft of 

ferious 
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ferious cnqairy by gentlemen of landed property, la 
whom the royalties of bogs are moft commonly iovefted. 
Coal is uied at Strabane and Dungannon occafionally. 
I believe, by all leafes, the tenants have no right to 
more privilege pf bog, than a reafonable allbwance for 
their own confumption; notwithftanding that they 
may have large traAs annexed to their farms, all of 
which the lord of the foil may difpofe of at pleafure. 
If, inftead of fufFering tenants to engrofs large trafts 
of bog, as they ufually dp, to the great detriment of 
the poor, landlords would fet about to quarter and 
parcel out fuch trails, and particularly in the vicinities 
of towns and villages, they would foon experience the 
good effefts of , it. In many fituations, the acre- 
able rent would be found to exceed that of the beft 
arable land in the fame neighbourhood. There is a 
very ftrong inftance of this between Dungannon 
and Verner's ferry, where there is a very exten- 
five I)og judicioudy laid for fale by the acre, and 
which, I am told, lets on an average at the rate of two 
guineas by the acre, and is by no means o^ a good 
quality. Here the proprietor makes a good yearly re- 
venue; the poor are accommodated for many miles 
round ; and, by the good manner of cutting out the 
bog upon a regular face, great future benefits may de- 
rive from meadow and pafture. 

General Co/l.— The coft of fuel depends, in a great . 
meafure, on the diftance it is tp be brought, s^s t^c 

price 
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price of horfe-labour is always high, feldom Icfs than 
half a crown a day. 

Sixty kiihes is generally the allowance for a cottier, 
the kifti being equal to a cubical yard, but it is general- 
ly heaped as high as it can be conveniently carried, and 
efpecially when the turf is of a light fpongy quality. 
The ufual price for cutting, and making up ready for 

burning, is 14/. by the hundred.* 

£. /. d. 

Forty kiflies, being confider^d equal to a 

hundred, - - - ^ -yio 
Prawingi at fccn turns a day, - ^0150 



j^.i 16 o 

The above is pretty near the average of the country 
parts of the county *, but, in fome towns and villages, 
the cafe is very different *, the ki(h is feldom lefs than 
u, id. 9 and often, in winter time, fo high as 2s. Bid. 
Regular modes, of parcelling and dividing bogs, caa 
alone eaie the inhabitants of towns of this grievance, 
at leaft to a certain degree, as numbers of the towus- 
people would find it their intereft to cut their owa 
turf, and, cpnfequ^ntly, the poorer clafs belonging to 

towns, 

* A hundred of turf is equal to forty wheel-car-loads, or 
120 flide-car-loads. Twenty clamps, eight feet long, four 
feet wide, and fix feet high, tapering to the top like the roof 
of a houfe, are equal to a hundred, and in which ftate they 
are generally fold; the meafurement to be fettled in four d^p 
after the clamps are madp. 
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towQs^ who might not be abk to cut turf, might buy 
upon cheaper terms, when the bulk of the Inhabitants 
were in the habit of cutting for themfelves. 

Food.^ — ^Potatoes and oatmeal are the chief articles^ 
which compofe the poor man's food the year round. 
In the fevere years of 1800 and i8oi» large quantities 
<^ barley-meal were ufed> without which half the peor 
pie muft have ftarvcd. Bjefore thofe periods, barley? 
bread was quite unknown. 

The poorer clafs cannot afford to ufe much butter, 
being obliged to fell the greater part of it, in order 
to purchafc neccflaries, which they want> fuch as 
foap, candies, tobacco, fait, &c. In fumnier and aur 
tumn, milk is chiefly u£bd ; the remainder of the fea« 
fon, herrings arc mofl common with the poor. 

Sometimes a pig at Chriftiiras n^ay fall to the lot of 
a family, but this is not often the cafe, unleft potatoea 
are plenty. Two or three labourers frequently join \tk 
purchafipg a cow in November, which generally coffs 
6A, and in return get 2/. for the hide and tallow. 

The general prices of food are given in the pre- 
ceding feftion, to which I refer. 

C/t?tf//&/«^.— Although a good deal of wpollea cloth 
Is made up by the farmers for their own confumption, 
yet a finall portion of it falls to the lot of the lower 
clafs. Common frize, bought a* the country ihops, is 
the general cloathing for the common labourer^ at leafl 
for the coat and great coat. This frize is chiefly 

brougjit 
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bxo9gbt from CoBDaughc ; here k is cokwred or dyed 
^ccerditig to faocyi but blue it thp favourite coloor of 
all clafles. Tickeos, cheap cordyroy«, fcc are oooii* 
moQ^y woro for waiftcoat and breechei. 

The cornea commoaly wear dmggets atid coloured * 
linen for coat and petticoat^ and the cloak is generally 
of foiM cheap ibop^^loth^ chiefly pi a grey colour, tfaoP 
they affeft icariet, when they can afford the price. 
The young WQOi^a are fond of yellow and green ftttff 
petticoats. Shpea and ftockii^s are only fecoodary 
confideratioBs ; on Sundays and bolideys^ and going^to 
fairs and markets, they are always worn by the wor 
men, both young and old. 

General Cofi. — Some years agOy cloatbiog was coili- 
iiderabLy cheaper than at pcefent. 

£. i. 4. 

A middle-fized man will require 8 yarda 
of frize, or any other narrow cloth, fpr 

a coat, waiftcoat, and breeches, * q \% 9 

Trimmings, 5/. ^\d.\ taylor, 4/. 4^/. ^ o \q %\ 
Two &irtsy 10/.; (hoes 5/. 6d.\ two pair 

of ftockings, 4/. 8^. - r - i o. 2 

Hat, two years, 3/. 3^. - - ~ i 7f 

Great coat, twp years, 16/; r * o 8 o 

> It is (eldoat tlw caf<> that a laboorer, or pten a mid- 
AC'tutc farmer, is thus ^coipfort^bly doatl^ed at ooce \ 
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die aboTe^ howeveri may ferve as a ftatement> which is 
tderably accurate, according to the prices in 1800 and 
1601 ; but I fhould be ftill nearer the truth, were I to 
add another pair of coarfe (hoes or brogues, which 
wooid brmg the expence to 3/. 4/. id. inftead of 
a/. 18/. 7^. 

Womens' .doathing is alfo coniiderably lugher at 
prelent, than was the cafe fome years ago. Drugget, 
which formerly fold at i/. a yard, now fells at is. 4^/., 
and, when ftriped, a penny or two-p^ce more in the 
yardi but, in this ftatement, I fuppofe the drugget 



£. s. i. 
A nuddl&-lized woman Will require eight 

yards for coat and petticoat, ^ *• o 10 8 
Makmg up, • . - - -022 
A grey cloak, - f - r -0118 
Makmg up, * - - • - o i z 
Shoes and ftockings, - - - ^056 
Other wearables| - w * - o tf 



If the coat be of cotton, ^nd the petticoat of quilted 
ftuff, the price will be higher ; and, if the cloak be 
fcarlet or crimfon of the cheapeft forts, it will iUU add 
t<^ the expence, perhaps up to 2/. 5/. or 2A iqjt. 

Farmcri^ 
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Farmers' fervant-girls appear very fmart on Sundays 
and holidays ; and^ at fairs and markets^ linen or cot- 
ton gowns are common with this dais, and petticoats 
and fhort cloaks of the former^ which they contrive to 
Ipin for themfelves, ;^fter complying with the talk they 
are obliged to perform for their employers. 

The induftry, with which this dafs apply themfelves, 
is moft worthy of praife ; they are generally obliged 
to fpin a dozen of two-hank yarn in the day, befides 
fome drudgery in the houfe ; yet they make out time to 
Ipin a little for themfelves weekly, which in the feaion 
amounts to fomething, fo as to afford them fuch wear- 
ables, as have been abready mentioned, with other ne- 
ceffary articles. Inftead of doing a little for themfelves 
daily, and in order that the w}ieel might be always 
fully employed, the ufual mode is, to give up five days 
dofe application to the employer, ib as to fpin fix 
hanks in that time ; the fixth day is their own. 

From this account, an a£live girl may fpin for her* 
felf fifty-two hanks, or dozens of yarn, in the year, 
which may be rated equal to fifty-two yards 5 nor is it 
uncommon to find numbers of this clafi, who arc 
equal to this induftry, and fometimes more. 

It has been (hewn, under the ardde Extent of CuU 
ture, that a family, confifiing of fix, would confume^ in 
the feafon. 
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It may be thought a matter of furpriie in other 
countries, how a cottier, with fix in family, could be 
able to make out 22/. X5/. 2^*, with many other ipci- 
dental occurrences. 

In this; county, and throughout all the North of Ire- 
land, fo far as the linen trade is in a profperous way, 
the difficulty is eafily anfwered , the wheel and the 

loom 
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loom anfwer all. If a farmer^s fervant-girl be able to 
clear 52/.* a year, befides her wages and maintenaace 
from the farmer, what muft a united family of fix per- 
ions do by thdr induftry in the fame time i 

* 1 take for granted, that fifty-two yards of fine linen will 
be equal to 52/.9 clear of all expenfe. 
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CHAP.Vn. 



GENERAL SUBJECTS. 



Sect. I . Number and Size of Villages and Towns. 

THE barony of Dungannon contains the foUowtog 
towns and villages. 

1. Dnngannon, one of the moft profperous towns in 
the North of Ireland in the linen trade, nor is it inferior 
to any for its rapid progrefs in building. When the neW 
town will.be completed, Dnngannon altogether will 
have no eqttal in the North. In the buildings there is 
one fault, which generally prevails, and that is, that 
the houfes are narrow, which, in buildings in general^ 
is certainly bad economy. 

2, Cook's-town, tolerably eminent in the linen trade. 
The muffin manufafhire is likely to take place here. 

3* Aughnacloy^ linen and yard. 
. 4. Stewart's-town ; ditto. 
5* CalUdon. 

6. Pomeroy. 
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6. Pomeroy. 

7* Moye ; extremely well fituated for trade, having 
. the Blackwater river navigable, fo far as Blackwater 
town, from Lough Neagh. 

The above are the principal towns in the barony} 
the following are the villages. 

1. Orritor. 

2. Tullyhog. 

3. Donnaghy. 

4. Brackogh. 
5« New-mills. 

6. Coal-ifland ; navigation might be improved. 

7. Donaghmore ; brewery aAd mill for preparing 
barley. 

8. Caftle-Caulfield. « 

9. Eglifli. 
10. CarnteeL 

It. Benburb ; a famous limeftone quarry. 

The Barony ofChgher contain/ , 

I. Clogher. 
a. Augher. 
3- Ballygawley, * 

4. Five-mile-town. 

5. Fintona^ good linen market. 

The above are fmall towns, but of more confix 
quence than country villages. 
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Th€ Bofwtf cfOm§gh etnUirtM^ 

i. Omagh, the zBizc town. 
i, Dromore- 
3. TriUick, 
4* Balliaahatty^ 
5* Six-mile-crois. 
6. Killetoi*. 

7* Derg-bridge ; bleadiiHg might be eftaibGflied* 
8. Drumqula; bleaching might likewife be eftt* 
bliihed here, by removing a mill. 

The above are villagesi except Omagh« 

Tie Barofiy of Strabane contaifu^ 

i. Strabane $ a good market town for many arddesy 
ftnd efpedally doth. 

a. Newtown*ftewart j a good market for doth and 
yarn. Several bleach-greens might be eftablifhed on 
the river StrucU between tbts town and Omagh. 

3. Dunnamanagh. 

4. Ballimagorry ; fituation for a bleach-green. 

5. Ardftraw-bridge ; - ditto. 

6. Gortin. 

7. Claudy ; a fituation for a bleach-green. 
Except the two firft, the above are fmall villages. 

Strabane is at prefent improving ; its canal is 
the chief caufe. Newtown-flewart is moft eli- 
gibly fitoated for improvements of many forts. 

Sect. 
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Sect. t. State $f Tithsf its gen/ral Amount w tacb 
jtf^icle — what Articles are exempt^ and what charged 
by Modus n 

Upon this iiibjeft I have but very Iktle to (Ay, With 
refpeA I6 any new lighif that might be tbrowu apoa it« 
Much has been faid by others^ vrith regard to reform-* 
!ng tithes, &x.t which, in my opinioo, can anfwix. no 
material end. 

With reipeA to this county, I find, in general, » 
Very good iinderftaf^ding between the incunibents atid 
the people. Some let their tithes during theit incwo* 
bency;' Ibme yearly, at fo much an acre, feldom e2> 
ceediug two fhillings for good arable and meAdow4 
Others lay cm fo much an acre againft oats, barley, 
hay, flax, and potatoes : the three laft articles are, \A 
general, let at moderate terms, frequently not acreabkt 
only fo much by modus. The moft general way is by 
ycatly compofition ; nof could I learn, that the extra- 
vagant prices of provifions, in the years i8ob and 
1 80 1, made the leafl alteration in the raifmg of tithes 
throughout the county. When let by compofidon, 
large and fteall tithes are of courfe included in the con- 
traA, though the latter are feldom of any matierial con- 
fequence to the incumbent. 

M The 
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The following is a lift of fmall duesj giTen by a 
neighbouring clergyman as a very old cuftom in 
his pari/h, but never exaAed. I fuppoie the fame 
holds good in moft parUhes throughout the diocefe, 
and alio not demanded; at leaft I never could learo, 
that they were. 

Modus.— Turf 6d:\ garden u.id.\ Eaft;er dues 4rf.j 
a new^milch cow gd.\ ftripper cow 4^.; (beep or 
lamb id.% foal 6d, Marriage 2/. 6d.\ chriftening ix. 
6d.% burial i/. Each tradefman is. yearly. 

Oats and barley are the principal articles, on which 
dn acreable charge is made \ the former from 4/. to 
6s. t and the latter fometimes as high as 8/.; botthif 
mode is not general. 



Sect. 3, Vfe of Beer and Spirits — whether either, w 
which is encreaftng. 

The extreme dearth of food, in part of the year 
;799, and the whole of the years 1800 and 1801, put 
a total ftop to the diftiiUng of fpirits, and, in a great 
meafure, to brewing. 

For many years back, ipirits have taken the lead of 
malt liquor in a coniiderable degree. I am not alto- 
gether clear, but the quantity of fpirits, diftilled in this 
county for the laft forty or fifty years, was more than 

double 
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double the quantity of beer brewed. I am certain, 
when all the private liquor is confidered, the compa- 
rifon will not be thought lurprifing. 

At prefent it Is a pleafant reflexion to find, that the 
fcene is about to be altered, and that in a fuperlor 
degre^i in favour of malt liquor. The number of 
breweries lately eftabliflied, and about to be fitted up, 
is a convincing proof, that malt liquor is taking the 
lead, or at leaft bids fair for it. Another circumftance 
is the rapid demand brewers have, infbmuch, that few 
of them will give any credit. 

The following are eftabliftied breweries. 

One at Dungannon, on a large icale. 

Two at Donaghmore, near Dungannon. 

One at Stewart's-town. 

One at Aughnacloy, on a large fcale. 
. One at Newtown-ftewart. 

Two at Strabane. 



Sect. 4. State of Education, Schools j and Charitable 
Inftitutions. 

A SCHOOL, under the patronage of Mr. Stewart, &c. 
I am informed, has been eilablifiied at Cook's-town 
fome time ago. 

At Ra(h, under the protection of Lady Mountjoy, 
and Mifs jGardiner, a fchool for twenty-four girls has 

M 2 been 
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beeo lately eftabliihed. Sewiog^ fptaoing both lSutc^ 
and woolkn, maoufftAdriog Araw hats, &c» are the 
chief occupatioDs of the s^rls; nor are their moral 
fltttics neglededi bvt, on the other baiid> fici^U; at« 
tended to. 

With refped tx> educatidOj attainable from day^ 
fchools by the lower clafs, very Uttle real benefit cas 
be derive4 ^ as, when children sure able to perform.any 
fort of work) fuch as herding of cattjef they are then 
taken from fcbopl. From the age of fix. or feven,^ to 
that of tea or ekren years^ is the ufual time for chil-* 
dren to be kept at fchool i at this early period they 
acquire bat little^ and that little ts generally forgc^en^ 
before they come te the age of underAandiog. 

Even the children of farmers and others^ above .the 
level of common laboarers. fsre but very Uttle better 
than thoTe of the lower dafs i as their fitu^tion in life 
obliges them to early habits of indnftryi withont wKcb 
rents cannot be paid« 

From night-fchools alone, real benefits, to the fore- 
going dtafies, are moll likely to derive. What I fh^ 
here offer on this fubje6l, is founded upon confider- 
able experience. 

An extenfive n'^ht-fchool has been efiabliflied, uo- 

'rfer the fandHon of the late Lord Motimjoy, for the 

'purpofe of inftruftlng the labouring boys of the de- 

mefne, being principally planters. This has been an 

early hiftitutlon of his Lordftup^, fb far back as' the 

• : ' year 



OF THE COUNTY OF TYRONE. 165 

yfear 1783, and ha« coadnucd to flourifli and pTol|)er 
to this day. 

It generally commences aboit the fir ft of Oftober, ' 
and continues to the firft of February, and fometimes ' 
later. Hours of attendance, from fix in the evening to 
ten or eleven o'clock at night. A guinea a mdnth is the 
mafler's falary, for any number of boys not exceeding 
fixtccn, which is the higheft number allowed. The 
boys are always divided Into daflfes, and three or four' 
gftiineas are allowed tn the feafon, to be dlftributed in 
fmall premiums, fo regulated, that every individual may^ 
at one time or other during the feafon, come in for one 
or more. This mode not only has for its objeft the ' 
Itirring up of emulation, but enables them to purchafe 
paper and candles, i^s a reward for their diligence^ 

. The hope of obtaining premiums for the time to' 
come, or for the next winter feafon, has an amazing 
good cffefl during the fiimmer months, as they are as 
induftrious as poffible, between working hours, to keep 
in mind, or rather encreafe, what they have acquired 
the preceding winter ; and, the better to enable them 
to do this, they are generally allowed, from ten to two 
cfclock, to mftruft each other, in fiich parts of' the de^ 
mcfne as they may choofe to refort to : but when thi^ 
indulgence is given, which only takes place in the 
longeft months, they go to their work at five in the * 
morning, and quit at fevep, or, perhaps, half after 
feven in the evening. 

The 
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The refult of this falutary ioftitution has proved . 
demonftradvely its good efFefls. Within the laft fif- . 
teen years, maQy ufeful perfons hkve beea fenc to va* 
rious parts, as planters, &c. 

But the great objeft is, the preventing of idlenels, 
which is always befi accompUihed, by filling np the 
f craps of time* . 

Many fimilar inflitudons might be adopted through- 
out this extenfive and populous county, though, per- 
haps, not with equal facility; yet they could not fail in 
being produftive of a great deal of good. When we 
(hall have the happinefs of feeing farming focietics 
eftabliflied, they, no doubt, will confider this objeft. 
Much might be done by contributions at houfes of 
worfliip. Grand juries might alfo countenance fuch 
inftitutions. 

I often regretted to find fuch a number of children, 
both ms^e and female, occupied the greater part of the 
year in herding cattle; but this wretched haWt is 
not peculiar to this county. This muft be fubmitted 
to, till our fyftem of cnclofing becomes more perfefl:. 

But fince, in our prefent expofed Aate, thofe litde 
herds'^ are indifpcnfibly teceflary, we ihonld endea-, 
vour to fill up their vacant time as ufefuUy as poi&ble. 

From 

* Herds, or fuch as have thd charge of catde, moft com- 
monly turn out indifFerent labourers. 



DF THE COUNTY OF TYRONE, 167 

From nine or ten o'clock in the morning, till two or 
three in the afternoonj| in the'fummer leafon, the qattle 
are houfed, for the purpoie of encreaiing manure: 
during all this time, thofe^ who have the charge of 
them, do nothing but idle gway time. In every d\{- 
triA, a country fchool-mafler is to be found, and a 
fmall pecuniary matter would anfwer to pay for a few 
hours each day for the fchooling of thofe children j 
this might alfo be an objeA for farming focieties, &c. 



Sect. 5. Ofab/eniee and refideni Proprietors. 

There are very few proprietors in the county, who 
may be confidered as total non-refidents, or, at leaft, 
fuch as live altogether out of the kingdom. For in- 
fiance. Lord Belmore has ieveral properties in the 
county, yet he is fet down as a non-reiident, becaufe 
he lives in a neighbouring county ; the like may be 
faid of others. - Some there are alfo, who have pro- 
perties in the county, yet refide on rented farms io 
other parts of it; yet here I do not confider them as 
aftual refidentd, they not living on their eftates. There 
ar^ ieveral clergymen, poflefled of coniiderable property, 
cxclufive of church livings, which are here omitted al- 
together, as the account of the number of parifhes is 
given under the article Eccleftajlical Divifiony and which 
compofe a large portion of the county, when joined to 

Kihop's lands, 

The 
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Thefdhnving is n Lift of the principal Proprietors 

Abercorn^ Marquis of 
ArchdaU, , Efq, 

Batemaa, ■■> '■ - ^^ Efq. % 

BaiUc, , Efq. R. 

Bdmore, liOrd 
Blackard, — — , Efq. 
, Buchanan, John^ Efq. ]^, 
Brabazon^ , Eiq. 

Crawford, Henry, Efq. 

Colhoun, . . n 1 ^ Efq, 

Crawford, John, Efq. 
Callidon, Lord, R. 

Caulfield, ^, , Efq. R, 

Chatlemont, Lo^d 

Earne, MciTrs. R. 
Secies, Daniel, Efq. R. 

FergufoQ, S|r Andrew 
Foffyth, --,Efq. R. 

Gladftapis, George, Efq. 

Galbraith, , Efq. R. 

Gorges, Hamilton, Ef(j. R. 

Gage^ Mrs. 

Qoriiiani — rr— > Efc^. 

Iianuhoi^ 
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Hamiltoo, James, Eftj. 
f-— .— , Sir Joha 

~rr-, William, Efq. 

,HQa.A. C. R. 

Irwine, Gorges, Efq. 
—r: — , Hcnryt Efq, 

JohnftoDi Charles^ Elq. 

j^ox, Hon. Thoiiias, K. 

r 

• liiflTord, Lord 
I^ndrum, Jamea^ Efq. B.^ 
Jightopi Sir Thomas 
ipwry, Robert, Efq. R. 

, Mr«. R. 
I^ndfay, Robert, Efq. R, 

MCaufland, John, Efq. 

r ^, Oliver, Efq. 

MClintock, ■ , Efq, 

Montr ay, John, Efq. R. 
lAontgomery, Hugh;i £fq. 
Maxwell, Warren,. Efq, 
Mountjoy, Lord 
Moore, Nathaniel, Efq. 

— , John, Efq. 

M^lone, Mrs. 

Nprthls^d« 
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Northlandj Lord^ R. 

Perry, George, E{q. 
Pettygrcw, Robert, Efq. R. 
Powerfcourt, Lord 

Richardfoa, Jobo, Efq. 

■ ■■, Sir William, R. 
ReyneU, Richard, Efq. 

Strong, , Efq. 

Saville, , Efq. 

Stewart, John, Attorney General 
Stewart^ James, Efq. R. 

Tradennick, -, Efy 

Verner, James, Efq, 

White, Francis, Efq. 
Waterford, Marquis ojF 

Thofe, marked R. may be confidered fteady rein 
dents, or, at leaft, they live the greater part of their 
time in the county. Befides the above, there are a 
great number of freehold properties in perpetuity, but 
comparatively fmall; the occupiers of* which, with 
very few exceptions, live on their properties, and arc» 
oF courfe, a ufeful part of the community. 



Sect* 



OF THE COUNTY OF TYRONE. 171 



Sect. 6. Of Circulation of Money or Paper. 

The great perfeftion, to which the liaca maim- 
fa£lure is brought to throughout the county, but more 
particularly in the barony of Dungannon, caufes a 
great circulation of ready fpecie. Except with principal 
bleachers, and linen merchants, paper currency is not 
common. In towns, imall not^s are pretty generaL 
With" refpcft to weavers, and the lower manufafturers 
of linen, ready ca(h is the only currency. 

Of jobbers in cattle there are many; ^ith thofe, of 
courfe, nothing is to' be met with but hard money, as 
paper, in our fairs and markets, is never taken as cadi. 

On the whole, a finart circulation of hard ipede pre- 
vails, between dealers in cloth and yarn, jobbers, &c. 



Sect. 7. Of Farming or jfgricultural Societier. 

Nothing, in the way of farming or agricultural Fo* 
^dcties, has yet appeared in the county 5 it is, however^ 
a pleaiing refleAion to think, this may not be long the 
cafe, as the minds^ of the people are of late much 
turned that way. 

Sect. 
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Sect. 8, Of Miffs of every Mud. 

I BELIEVE th^e are only vno flrar-mUls ia the craa- 
tj^ one Qear Daogannon^ and the other near Strabaaes 
but the wheat, n^anufaAnred in both, is principally the 
produce of other parts, a$ %x prefent very little of this 
grain is grown in the county. 

The beft mill in the county, for manufafturing oat- 
meal, is at Cook's-town, which, with very little exp 
pence, might anfwer for a flour-milL 

A capital null for wheat and oats was built a few 
years ago by Lord Mountjoy at Rafli, and there i$ no 
doubt, that the neighbourhood will foou afford plenty 
of wheat to fupply it. 

I couuted no lefs than 124 mills in the county in 
1800. Grift-mills are the common names that mills 
go by, but this is underftood only of fuch as prepare 
oatmeal and malt, and fometimes barley for bfead, 
which was univerfally the cafe in 1800 and i8oi. 

It is not eafy to point out, with any degree of accu* 
racy, the numbf r of effeftive mills in the county, as fo 
many of them are perpetually ot]|t of order, ibine delp 
molKhing, others repairing, &c. 

In order to afcertain, as nearly trs poffible, ha# 
many nulls, kejpt yeguljirly to work, might be equal 

ta 
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Xq the fupply of the connty^ I feleftcd fix in differeai 
parts of the county. I found thc/utton^* annexed td 
the fix mills taken together^ amounted to about 28>ooo 
acres, between arable, pafiure, &c. The county con-* 
tains 467,700 acres ; fo that about one hundred suUs» 
kept fully eoiployed, may be deemed fufficient for the 
county. 

There are mills of other defcripdons, fuch as beetling** 
siills, one of which muft be at every emineoit bleach* 
green ; tuck-miUs, for thickening woollen doth, and 
fometimes drugget, which are plentifully eftabli(hed 
throughout the county; flaa-mUlt, for fcutcbing flax; 
but thefe are not fo numerous as the quantity of flax» 
. railed in the county, {eems to require, nor are they 
cx)nfiruAed, in general, to the advantage they ate ca« 
pable of, iince it is well known, that, by means of 
fluted cylinders, flax or lint Bught be broken at the 
fame time. This would fave a great deal of/evere la- 
bour, which, according to the prefent mode of break** 
Ing flax, or preparing it for the fcutchers, is unavoidr 
able. 

To the above may be added a plating-mill, for mak* 
iflg fpades and flupv^ls, at Fmtona, and one about to 

he 

* SkitiM 19 a certftki diftrfS claimed by mil!?, iff virtue of 
leales or a^eeiucBts (xftwecn ihe lord of the naaor and the 

jBiller^ Ibmetiapes a whole wu^t «t other tines a laodf 
manori &c. 
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be fct ttp at Ncwtown-flewaf t ; but thefe have been 
taken notice of in another place. * * 

As in all conntries, many of the mills of this county 
are great nuifances ; if better conftrufted^ much fewer 
would anfwer. There is no end to the difputes be^- 
tiveen parties, on account of the injury lands Tuftain by 
mill*dams, &c. 

How far fteam-engines might remedy this inconvc- 
niency, is a matter I fhall leave others to judge of. t 
Ihall only remark, that the firfl: coft would be found 
the only material expence, as fuel is fo plenty, particu- 
larly id the baronies of Omagh and Strabane. By 
adopting fteam*engines, many acres of choice meadow- 
land might be faved to the public. 



Sect. 9. Cf Plantations and Planting. 

Considering the extenfive properties in this county, 
and the eligiblienefs of many parts of it for planting, yet 
we cannot boaft much of the progrefs of this neceflary 
improvement. v 

At Killymoon, a great deal had been formerly 

planted, and, of late, additions have been made. It 

would be much in favour of the extenfive plantations 

cf this place, had judicious thinning taken place many 

years ago. It is not yet too late ; much may ftill be 

done for preibnt and future emolument. 

At 
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At LUren, the feat of Mr. Staples, near Cook's-town, 
the plantiag is irery profperons : but there is only part 
of thefe improvements in this county; the remainder 
lies in the county of Derry. 

A confiderable fcope has beoi planted by Lord 
Northlandi and his fon Mr. Knox, within the iaft 
twenty years, which is at this dme in a thriving ftate. 

Lord.Callidon has planted coniiderably in the orna- 
mental ftyle, and, in general, v^ith good tafte. 

Mr. Montgomery planted coniiderably near Augh- 
nacloy. 

Sir Wilfiam Richardfon planted, with good tafte, 
his demefne at Aogher, and the plantations are in a 
flouriflung ftate. 

Mr. Montray, at Favoroyal, near Augher, is in pof. 
feifion of large trafts of natural woods, which are ma- 
naged in an econooaical manner. 

At Clog her, the bifiiop's demefne and deer-park af- 
ford ibme old timber; but this beautiful demelhe has 
been much injured in this, its chief ornament, fome 
years ago. 

Mr. Eccles, near Iintona, has done a good deal in 
the way of plantings and fo has Mr. Lendrum. 

The Rev. Mr. Hill has great merit for his tafte in 
planting and ornamenting about his glebe-houfe, in the 
parifli of Longfkld, near Drumquia. 

Mr. iKjwry has planted a confiderable number of 

trees at Pomeroy; but his iituation requires much 

planting, and in very heavy mafles. 

Mr. 
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Mr* Stewartj the Attomejr Gkaetaly has {daattd 

With tafte and judgoitfot, ia a ttioiifieaiaQoa fimatibfi ar 
Atitent^g near SuMmlc-crofsi aod, like a real planter^ 
* he is laying a good foandatiai^ by efiabUfliiag Jiia awm 
fttrf(nrie$# . ' 

The ^Qfi. A. C Hansiltptt hga planted eonfideraUy^ 
from time to time^ at BeltrtimK:aftk» near GortiB. 
. The Marquis of AberccMra hat^ and is pkodag 
largely, at BafociVcMrt, Hear Newfown-ftewarc; 1 
cannot learn, diat h^ claimed any presunms from the 
ibublin Society, but I am certain, from the extent of 
bis young plattfaiions, he was fteqttcntly cotitled to do 
jo. On the wbok, SafonVconrt is ftroi^y phatedf 
and all the plantations are going on profperooily. It 
is, to be hoped, that the Marquis vriil perftvere in his 
origpnal plan, namely, that of plandng est the gteatef 
part of the north fide of Befly-^Beil mamamf vUch 
overlooks his demefoe. GreatfiS* diiiailtics have been 
$urly conqttensd by Lof d Mouotjoy within theie bA 
fourteen years* 

I might have ihentioned feveral other improvements 
UpoQ fisnaU icales* On the whole, the people ate be* 
ginning to look forwaf dy and (ire what is their real 
liuereA. 

With very Jew exceplsoQs, the foregcing have been 
undertaken within the toft fourteen or fifteen years f 
and k n a pleajBng reflediion to find, how much the 

fact 



face of the couotry has beta in that fhort dme im- 
proved, in conftqtience of thole plantations, 
'Vl^e* following lleVcli may l^ve to thcw the cktcJJt 
of Lord Mdifn(j6ys' planting' at ^RaOi,' nfear^Omagti/ 
fince the year 1779* But firft I muft remark, that no 
rp^ular account has been kept of the number of treeai 
fjlaniMrdf .<te tbp quantity of }and taken into piantationji 
pfxdt TO Ih^ year I79T, as inlVat yeaf'thr^imfc for 
ifitvA^tti» on Ifie'SubKn Society ^dmmenccd. 
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* No premium granted, being under ten acres. 
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" BcfiAw'Ai'aWfry tberd Verir'^Teii to thfe'rerfants 
of the eftate, fince the year ^79^,' tipwardfi of V66,6o6 
tmniplanteS trees ; aJid, "firoin 4!hc 'commencement of 
the improvements at Ra(h* tor' die foregoifig' jrear, 1 
a*»*e fey, fKSrf'wcfe dodlile the number^ Here'Saen- 
Hatx&A'pVtd'Cvtti of whicK, 'frowevdr/no regiilat ac- 
}:diin^1ia8'iieet toipt. 'Withobr cxa^geratioti, 306,006 
Wees ixfdrtf' made prefents of tb gentlemen, 'Hhce the 
year I78if; ' ^ . 

The artide, alluding to the actotint of preminmd, is 
perfe&ly aecii^ate, both a$ to th^ quatitity of la^d, and 
tile number of tirees 5 but the! "pWfations,' fofined iJe- 
t#6cfi 175)1 and l8oi,'both'yeat-smcruded, for wfcchi 
fhomtlocal cabfes, preflUum^ cOnld Wot be claimed, are 
Oftly fxtppdkit tW'be, according fo' the uiual mode oiP 
phnting iiete, fair tratifplanted trees, not lefs than four 
yearff old, a»d tit leaft once trahtpianted, at about 'the 
diftaace of fix feet apart, which is found ^nearly equaF 
to 2000 plants to the acre i b^t premium planting is 
never confined to this number. ... 

The plantations, formed prior to the year- i^^)-are 
fuppofed to be equal to one hundred ac^V if ^tir- 
veyed, I dare fay they would ainount to more, Thefe 
rfrc fuppofed 2000 plants to the acre at prefcnt, but 
exceeded that number conIiderat>ly iome years ago, as 

; • • r 

a large portion of this part had been originally under 

irur&ry, Which* had been from time to dme thinned 

' K 2 out ; 
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out I nadp of l4t«» caiUiV out, inftead of thkuiikg:bf 

• -■»•• ^ 

. For the laft twenty ^yoM'Si jthcre acyer were left 

thtn fix acres of fair wcU«]cftablUhed nurfery at 

Ralhs for the itijpply of the knprovemeatSp &c. By 

4oing. the plants fiUl . jaftice ia pomt of room, aa acr^ 

*aiay afford aonoaUy zptopo j^ts^.as 40,000 are not 

too ttiaiiy for ao a<;re» when completely ftqcked ; fi> 

that, by letting the plants remain twoieafons-in the 

liurfery,, there may he always an a^iwl f^pply of 

aio,ooo; but this muft be underftocKl of .gentlemens' 

nurferiesi who may be fitppoied not fcaif e in ^onnd 1 

bttt.it is.q^ite otberwUe.^^ith mirfe^^-nifii;, .^ho .-com? 

monly orerftock tj|^«f nurferies^ and, of foorSf,^ tbq 

plants are too much drawn up for want o[^ foofloi' « 

Six acres of nnrierji jacpordkig to the above ftate* 

ment| would prodocea 10 twenty years, 2^oQ|00» 

plants I and I have fliewn, that . , 

■ 820,73a trees were* planted In the de'mefne j 
100,000 fuppofed toliavc been given to tenants. 



■ i» i 



l^Is ihews a great dijFercnce,, between the fuppofed 
produce of fix acres of nprfery in twenty years, and 
the number here ftated,^ which can o^jij^y, be .acpountcd 
for by the great quantities, of 'trees put out as nur^ 

ierics 
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ieries (naw maf&ve planiatioos), jprior to 279!, and 
ln^hat were given as j>refei\t8 to tb^ gentlcmeQ of tbiii 
County and o^hers^ 

t^ any x^rrotni4n$^f\vihich may occur firfkiui^ ^th 
imr^^pnmU and partkidariy for - 1^ frijirvg$hn ^ 

Wkhottt ^lofe altcQtioii to the felloMffaig rcquilitef> 
it is in vaia to pla.Qt. 

Cbiaptete Ibndng, and gnanfiiRg againft cattle* ^re^ 
paring the foil according to df cumftatices^ pafticvlarlf 
ib yendetiag it fulBdeBtly dry, w^ltls naturally too 
weK EncreafiiDg flueiter by every OKaoa, wh.ei!C ^ 
eeflary | a&d plantidg judtciaaOy the dMereoc Qiecief 
of plants, agreeably xq, this fi#i mi t<pc^ they ar^ 
heft csjkulsjited fov^ 

The dlilbrtni^ modeti «i«de «ft of for the encanrage^ 
ment aod prfftrvaik>» of pUkm$}ioaa» tuifi be M\f 
Ihited, when I coflM to treat o^ Lord Moumjx>y's ini* 
prdvementB at krgei to which I (hall rtf^ ai ft niode>» 
tliat ha6 been Ibniid, frooi l^veral yeasa experience^ ta 
have completely anfweved the end. 

It is in tte power of the Sodety to adopt a tnode» 
^y- which plaotin^ cenno^ Mi of being (:onj(Merd>I}^ 
HnpraKd. 

■*■' "WthfTtQ^; 
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, Hitherto, no reflridions hare beea laid on the fizc 
or age of plants, under the head of preminm plantiogi 
and, of courfe, vaft qnantities of feedlings have been 
planted, fince the commencement of this falutary in- 
ftitution. 

" "Selfedllogs in general are n<st calcnlated for our foUi,* 
%]^ *fe great fcale of planting. • It is* in vain to pnr- 
itie the fame modes here, as are prafliibd in Scodand, 
and other parts of Great Britain 5 the luxuriance of 
OUT; foilsj^n general, points out the. abfuedky :<>f the 
fyftem. 

..^The.Sodety requires, that ii,^ert5Mtl nufflri^er.of 
i^fff,lj!fi!a& be fi#f planted' to each plsantation acrey 
^qd ^^-agjiven q^a&ftiiiy^fl^tift be l^^p np'f^ a cert$u& 
number of y^ars*. CVCb^n ieedliogs comppCe part, .(4 
i|]^h pla^^aticBS, thf^y .i|).ui| be^.BarrpNvly'^iwa^hQd fro9i 
tixne^;|imft.>.piRier ^vjK^F up.tlve.qtii^fijfty fped$eii 
by the Society. .-;^; f,. ., . ; . i'y\ 

-xlMf^W^ CfPi%jV»^ fxp^nfift.AatitiW^modein 
t^rfind beccM^es^,.Yi§raie*p?iifo^%c.iltt4,Jh«f a|..f^e lofe 

^^aiiia %Pi ^^ allji ijie dfiljirQ4 end^js ifrar.cf ly eveij 
<&^^^\i\V^y^.^^p ittJi«ifl«..nftt.f^,^ftualiyj:!afetf- 
the planting had becnifiyg^^dtib^^rJl da;,. t>f, regular 
"wwjl-^cpiiditipqexl traofplaoied -f r0B», ,tJv*f..y^9«pldiiat.oflce 
(k|g^.the luxujriance ,Qf :p^9r«Q?oo^^neou^;:gro^ft;h, 'and 
give no furtHer trouble, after being fairly plq|it^dj: fitf. 
tbi^^pei^ion of thinning ihould take place. 
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' 'Skf'imp^qmmmA I tfg festrt^ iiiggeft it, that ikt 
vidnablc ticfe% ftcb m oal^ lafck, SpanUh ditfiio|| 
be«ch, fycai|ioire> clm» afli) pme, && ihonld at leaft bf 
OQoe crao%laa£ed| and that ^r two feaioiu before thqf 
urefnt omt for/good^ fo «hat> ih moft calm, tbe p^ntr 
Aoiikl b^ fbior ye^a c^ at tbat t^e, whicl^ fix tii« 
geda^tj^ of decidttcw tr^Si ia certainly the beft age; 

In thii cafe, ^ number of taingUe tuaea atgltbt 
£mked to cme thcatrand to each aore, which ip%fat be 
fepfa^dr ill icaibi^of eetidmtsi ag^eodily to idNT tem 
ipedfied by the flod^. . : 

I would >y no re|kralnt upon «ity qnaniJty of Uife^ 
fldr tSoiber ^ Sodeay iiMfl^t think pnyer to allav^ 
09et. an4 above the nmhber above ftated, fiich aa btrckb 
«Ucr» dioin»84n-aflt, J^c*i fbeT^ with ibme of the popt 
lar ^d fallow kinda^ j^re fVe^ groweraa und cnpahlo of 
taking care of the«fel««a| thon^^h pfit ont $$ liedlblg»« 



Therb is not a nurftry for iaie within the connty^^ 
though few counties in the kingdoin are better caIco«» 
lated for that purpofe, I am fi^y convinced^ that 
pl^ntipg wonld go on ra^d|y, were there only a fc^** 

eftabliihcd 
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fl^UHheil otuicriesytvfaeiic pfadtei9 ti^ to, 

.vith0ilt bmg it ihe:e^peocc>af.ftn^iig:to diftant 
farts» Ii is not the/pocr tkA efcr..4etcrs meat wbd 
only (daot upoiua finail fqalc» bbt/th^.diftasce of car* 
riagei and the. hazardlof ftflferii^ .by. bad pftddog, 
tiid*fie tht plants bang too bAg opt of grofiod. Tbel^ 
are certainl)r fonfe of. tb^ princii^ caoft^. of planting 
«6&£«ing iB0reg^ncraH ^d nc^t any piecul^iary J^iew^s. 
tv'In tfe cowrie of my agricidtwral cabebrCboa in* i8oOt 
and iSm, I have had ^uuiy. nnpbsa&iit reflj^ftioaa^ io 
traTelllag over wafte trails, ^hich are ftarcely calcu- 
jatedi or ever canbci for aay tmrpoTo^.e^ic^pt for plant- 
jngyiand 'where little or n^^fi«p^ci&«it efidafiiig would 
be Tooad' ntaObrf^ rporikidarly in .'rocky fitoatioos, 
•^fa^re large ^ftbidssai^dn plenty, and might be cajliiy 
coUefied^tdlbrpi ron^dry'waUS'' « . . 

\^TKe.firft.great.p9iilUo .atj^ to^ibdtold be to g^v^ 
every kind of encouragement to nurferyip[|6% coor 
fining them only to common articles, fuch as thorn- 
quicks, a(h, oak, beech, larch, fir, fycamore, alder, 

&c.': Gr^ad jnrjesi.-aa^ \^^^^^f!!¥^^^ ?^s!^ ^^ 
fomething by way of ^of^r^ement, as well as the 
Dublin Society. 

Were nurferies eftatjiftied fufficjently numerous, 
gentlemen would be induced to plant one hundred 
trees for the one tl»ey'do a^ prefent; and,, when plant- 
Jng became general, therft would be no temptation fof 
'Aealing, fmce it is a well-known faft, that, when an^ 

article 
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diminiihes in proportion to the encreafq,^£ thii^ ^fVflj^ 
f.^ %, :ivbcif, i^a^cx^ .^^x^ firft intr9diwed, H^was 
%jn4-#5fP^^ta Axe tfe/ilP. ifgp -thc,SOnj^??Cf ^^ 
lJfffo^> fri°?\j*.*W^P6».*^ whea.tj^ .ty^nip fyftcnic 
)vajf .firft flUbUflicijliat pollon^ 1^ (be ,R,ig^ Hem. John.! 
f^ft|}(^ iptthf^ ficA fea&n. va(l quantUi^ of them wei:^ 
t»^e j^. away by the. cpmrnqn people; bi^t i(r was fooi^ 
$p^4» t^att by jg^:riQg up* aXmaU|Wt,of a jELeld for the 
iWS9%f^ fupplyiflg every poor perfon^ ^bo might 
want a few turnips, and giving a little tnFaip-feed ^q 
iucb/9& might 4>a4ifpofed to fow k, it foon put an end 
tp any thing like pilfcripgt 

So, with xi^rpeA.to ^imbex-tr^eS| if nurferies were 
eAabliibed, fo as tp make theie articlea. general, and 
that gentlemen would .turn ;their thoughts upon divide 
ing,watk liicir tenants, or qth^r wife encourage them to 
rai^^ 91 purchafe plant$|. we. would, in a very ^ttle time, 
6ifkA all, peopfe d^ipqfed to purfue one common caufe. 
This, with long leafes, . and other encouragement, 
wq^|d^(«bQainake a great change in fay9u^.of planiing. 
* ^I bavie often turne.(j^my^ thoughts, with r^pe6l to th« 
moft eligible fituadona fox: nurfecies jfi the county* 
Strabane, Omagh, Aughnacloy, Clogher, and Dun- 
gannon, appear to me the beft ; not only on account 
of finding at thofe places favourable foils and iitua- 
tions, but alfo of dividing the county tolerably regular, 
and, in general, convenient to the neighbouring coun- 

, tie«, 



^, vhkh coaSA ttdt fiU of Jln^g ttamiil «dv«tt^ 

^Ikfldt^ cbe eircoaragemtnt Idtreiidy ihendkMieB, i^vw 
Bf #ie Bufeibi -Sbdcty^ lt&, ilmdi']id|ltr be di^ by tbe 
^entiemen tih^dA pf&petty, \ritb6Qt bdag sr any mt- 
tttOA expet^ to thoaiftl^s. A kiffd of goardiaafl^ 
<r^er die ]rd(|>tfd^ iitf^ieg is as much at m^tte 
^kpe^lMl fhHtt ^h^m or thelf agidpts ; to ftc di«t lli« 
fat68 might' 'g6 ontcgolariy, tk< piioas fettM onoe a 
year, and j^roptt returns of Klot)( siadc oqti '^Mth oibw 
ofefiil regtiladons* 

The Mifety» -^ fhall foppofp at or p^t Stratbane, 
Unght be patroaiied by the Marquis of Aberconij the 
BiOiop of Ddrry, the Hon* A, C, HamiltoQi %(• 

That at Omagh by Lord Motiitt]Qy, IiOrd B^ixior^ 
lAt. Stewart tiii^ Attorney Oeneral, &c. 

That at Aaghnacloy, i^ogher, cor probably Fiotona, 
by Lord Belmore (as he has e^tenihre properties in the; 
courny). Sir WUfiam Riohaf dfon, |ifr. Montfaf, ibn 
9IoQtgomeryt Mr.EccIes, tSfc. 

That at, or near DuQgannon, by Lord HbrtUaB^ 
Mr. Enoxi Lord Powerfcoort, Lord CklRdinii» fjOrd 
Charlemonr, Mr. Stewart of KiOymooii, ^c« 
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SpcT.,u. Prices ,^ Timier. afd.^< fJ^iu i*r 

.^Xhc pricftfl^ of tud>^ af eT«ry %Iv. aod hh ^tffictiltr 
^ jmc^r^ upoa 9py temps. The iiqio^ A« C«H«miltoi^« 
woods, m Mwtfrlooeyit for ouay yfar# badufibrd^ 
th,^^ chief fiipply .tp tl^ co^ty foe cabJo^bwidlnfe flMc>» 
^3> plo^gb% {S^<:H.U!^;thofe WQod&ar«. nf^ simol^ cvfe 
dowQ. . The woods, were chi^ of oabo aad vUly qC 
9^ttr&f lie ^ cpoiid^atle tiiaeliefQre ih<;y come rodad 
agaipi as dv? luo^ limited ta kee]^ cstUe onft> after 
bda^ ciit, isiby £ar^ little, not aioffe, I uadcrfitfids. 
than ejgiitr years. jUdeed <wl^ AiouM never be fu^ 
fered |o get into woc^s ^ aay period* 

hA^>S^^i^ a a>a^e,.ar pri&Lcipali fpr a cfihin of £a^ 
^^ ^^widfl cofti ifso4x^ $s. tok Sif^i a draen otiibr 
fo^ a (;abiQ,'frop.(^'t^ loxoi a iKjde*<He ^«, and iin C9* 
Tb^ timber is nevj^rfold 1^ tht fool ftoi^ thbft imidst 
a$ the dimenfions are too fmall for that pnrpolc^ ' ^ 

'.Jkflx,,i». remarkablji fii^ree'; it is chiefty u&d lot 
^^epl^ars ap^ rp^g^^^ the ftuff *for the forsier 
ijfpajly cofts :twq g|tipei«, and the Is^tto: ftom laj^. .td* 
i&r.:; ma%y..o£ tbt; Jattier are. made of oak aiid bircb^ 
but afli is much better for that^nrpofe. : Afli is fvCM 
quc^atly fold by the cubical foot, at fo high a price a& 

Foreign 
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Foreign fir at this time (1801) fells atStrabtaeib 
Jiigh as 6L per ton. 

The chief relianee tht couAty ^las, it vpiooriipg-firy 
which many of the bogs produce in great plenty, but it 
is in general attended vrith great difiicalty and expenoe 
in being able tb manage k, forSxriEmt of roads, and pro« 
per convemem:i€s «o raife it. Tliis timber is Ibmedaet 
ibid at half a ctoMrn the cubical fdot, for the purpofes 
of loom-timber and miIU(hafts, but bog-timber in ge- 
neral is fold by bullc, efpecially bog-oak. Even-gr;dned 
hogAx is looked upon to be full as good for roofing 
and lofting ftables, &c, as fordgn fir or pine; it makes 
cxcelloftt iffthsy at&d,' when beaten ont into finall fila- 
ments, is found to aafWer for ropes, which are prind- 
pally ufed for cording of beds, and, m damp placesa 
will laft confiderably longer than hempen ropes. 
Twenty yards Is the ufnal length for t bedKX)td» 
which is commonly bought for lod. The roots and 
fragtkiits of the bog-fir are nfed for tbis purpofe, and 
it wz kind q( trad^ with many poor people in thc» 
vicinitiea of bogs. 

It has been fiated, under the article Hahbathny fitel^ 
fioit &c., how far the thinning of Lord Mountjoy's 
improvements fenres the country,, (b [far as alludes to 
cabin-building. Here I (h^l only add a few arddeSn 
ifed for other purpofes. 

Aflidc* 
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A J[Iide*car of fpnice-fir, t-i^v/i^v. i M P 1 3b 

Car-feet of birch or alder, per pair^ - o o 6| 
A ladder^ from tweke to eighteen £eefft^o| 

fpruce-fir, from 6/.o^. to - - o lo o 

A plough iqfblrcj^fv^ f:.. ^ *.•..? . - " ^^JV. ® 
A two-horfe barrQW^of .b^ircb,, . r. . . - 9 i 9, o . 
Shovel^ and /ork-ha^dk^« of a/^ ^chj - , .0 q ^<^ 
. Swiogle-trecs of afli, ea^h^^r -, ,- 9 tff 

Aakes, iini(hed, of.aflK eacby - •, ^ .0 i . i 
TuriF-kiftics of various fcrfs, each, • . p ♦ (i 6 , 

Mannre-kifhes, each^ from 2/. 2^. to - o 44 
Potatoe-bafketSy each, from 6d. to • 9 i o 
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It is hoteaTy.to aili^tain the qtdfttit^ <^ bog anJ 
wafte groyod tibtovghoitt the county ; aud» c^ven if it 
coQld:bcraAttally nwKle dMi it t^duld'ody anfwer for 
one ieafon^ iiiformatioii, at every year adds confider* 
aUy to the quantity of land brought Intd culture^ mea« 
40W9 and pafture. 

Pefhapsi lirltfatn the IcOr twisnty years, |bU county 
1^ made as rapid a progtefs, Mth relpeft to the bring'^ 
ing in of wafle land, at any other in the khigdom, and 
parttciriarly mountain f yet a vaft deal rionains to be 

donei 



iotuSf an^much of what has beeo dooe i$ ftiU eap^Ic 
dFfiirtherimprovemeatr t-'i---J 

PyjUinty and intanscf tmprovwg ji. 

.. , ; o - - «•• 'jO .4.^ ii*i^ • »^i.•^'^y»^> 

' To cnrer into a minute detail oPtfie daferent^pf aai- 
dfl nibde^y neccflary to punacifdrtnclmprovciiienrof 
ibe great variety 'df Ibirs of thts^county^ would* rec][mre 
i large Iroluine, which^ hb^i^cvclri'at a Future 'day*. I 
hOpe^to tet forth m ao6tber work', How in tolcrattc 
fdrwardnefs/ At ^refenf 1 fhall only ftate a few pj)- 
ii!!rvadonSy relative to*^ tlie great outlines of reclaimiqg 
uriprdfitaDle land. " "* 

I have already treated largely on the fubjeA of roads; 
but the nature of the objeft under confideradon re- 
quirdi tHb tb'fty^ tt fittk more here* tt l&s l>eeri oh- 
lerved of what infinite advantage roads are, in help* 
%% ^. gqc.ai b<IB^oter» liiKelloiie» '^e* .Keh% i& 
€a% of bp(^^^' a^ Um^fioM .^«^ al«qget)iei)0at 
9ftbe .qii^i0girimd.4l>atia )iiiiQ)foipe,^b%ariflUQii« 
tam MM^in cD9t90^aii9Q^(rbflW(ig*M»i«BiQd^ 4bAfitffl 
oU^ft. thp : cpUvfitwr 4bMl(Lhalirc/iQf ^ow,; 4iitfar<df|lii«* 
ing» are roads, to draw forward materials tdcvechdnp 
frch piiM^'9 th«rffbre dcaml^g iMbd mii&ingfpf if^sids 
fiiottUI 9$!r }mA ^ haiidt iioce t^ir .fkpcftdoBco mI 
^acb oihir ia.fo nearly conoeAed. . '• <*« • 

: It is th^rf^bjic^ t^ fiay f or .rosib^ an^^efaeie 'Iff 
M.dwbt that every encouragement fhoold be given to 

theOt 
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for die iflnproyemeftt of thd^ bodi. _^ ^.^ 

. 'Siaokv tiaiber,i» if preftut & »triSi|gw^y li^ fad 
the profpeft of a fiipply of if,.% 4ofllcilicj>BipofiS| ii) 
?cgr.rTe«»ott^ ev^ry adraotage /bw^^. J>p Ml^'^ ^50 
(9i«mdAte the j^job^^wi^ t]be^k^ ivpo^tit^ 
p^tprallF ioff^$ ^».4dW|ft ifwy. *WJtr^ (*« «WBb 
faoi^J (Jaw fay, to, £wlj'*e^fWltt^ynfarj,nB«$j 
bnt dbeexofemia 4iQ«|i|lqr qfib^gpalif^ fPfF^.l^t ^ 
wImbo Taifed, r^dvs iW » ni»y.;f»ft|y )d«>^ tbull 
forei^ jdmbeij :^)hip allf cl^« ^mjoW^ #lfipdip|; k to 
CfHtlidertd* • • .» • A 

- 4P9Pg dH) yai^s ;m«a»s , «^ in|in>?snNi9l« MM 

whcnataU.fcaidtipahle. ki%JOiM».<.:Ytry |4lifan 
|ifl»aioa to ind,: wbat i*apid firid«P |ti)|b -wfrM: kn- 
pro!Mp«|t ianM^piftg: f(f.l|le. . ft9»j;4|» Wilt^MMtk 
pededj <he,d^it9{>k»:ii9 gaoc^lMf^ %MiMlt bothjof ^^hi 
pfopef; smpl^oadoo, laad ^xf^pDi o^ i()ie,iv»dc;^ biW 
Md^ai^ ibey iriU Smi f#U ii(tQ li)ftfitfM fplooii^ 
y ^tt MM ifi^ tb^r te<l kt^ttfti^ ¥ti^ wllPM it; Uftbi 
^MsoiUtip^ ifr;Ctw «flar f 10 iwKwrreiMt ]4f«bi'H)C h»m 
zard or rifque. It is the genlMrof ^|N0|de of Ibefii 
fsriat t^ eid>fa(6e imitidbtely ^ teptoreiieDt; ia 
irhich A i^edy retim of gidii is the.ptffvfiamg«h|ioftt 
a«ofig vUch the fiitj^ wider cottfidteraiioB. itf om 
of tbe tttmoft inp9r$aiice> fiace ibe expesM ia nocUi^ 

Mrtiea 
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MieFptdMSr, -ifflka iOc vfiil'V'iiixhm-'ia^'^paf 
mftiiDer* .^.'-i^i *.*5i»i *•. iftsii^.c <r. .f*j i^i 

ftisl^Ses oFimf>wreiitent; ^^ T-tq-' ' -^ "".-qioiv aJ. 
--*lr, Secwarr,^f SiSranorlahi fif ?hc ccmnty «P^D3i<i* 
Jal, Im fet i gtxia ex^pfc'oiffooii ^th- rcTpcff-nt 
Amc(U^ and liraj^oH. ^ H^^broisgHt ore^ fr^Bta^ 
fordSiire a paflba^^who M^ give li a fhtMi^ rpeofnei^ 
iJf the goa»4%iErfft'0f irrigatleH, a<i*,^^ 
fttt lood'exiittple.to othem. ThiS'perfon is^oaiir* 
(t 802) ^i<MA^ «i^pk>ye«) a^ fb tffidi a ^eftr» by^ tlKJ 
R^^^ farmer/ ficiety. Indeed I may date^-tfie^^bis-^ 
ii6ii€eiBeB#erififgiidbii,^doie ior^ worktoan-SI^^I^- 
•tfi item a!^<»1^» te*ih& yea)*' iVoo^-wMch was ther 
WMtti^celi^Qt' ot^Hfr. JSttw^fa^Q^atioils. - ' < 
' -4 ailif vi^fir f^iam 4>Aig^li|^(t icnpoirlSft^ ^tttM 
^PM^tdf^fA iAd^BdMx&Si{0t cbefiff^'bf ¥i*eerW 
tbg, or My <iflfi6t^l^^eflienr; Btiti^on tke'ef^ietf 
Mitod, Ml feme j^itieiifarUftaficed; I ^}>]^e^.oF ft. : M 
jte&eralrhow^ei^; I a^pfebfefid;<^e'«lfis cotioi#;^^v#cM 
leap flioFe ibKd k4taii^g%/telt ^^c- M a-flforter iSlite# 
bjrfoidtlkgpM^'^o tb6ier paiisr«tfd^plirtfaHtlafly^o 
the X0r!&iiiiir«»6che^il(ttef. .. '^ > j :^ --■: i. v. u; 
« The fiifajeftlii qwddiQii adkit^ of f»>m^f flttbdei>Of 
perfbrmijig %i thtt itvwoQld'take uj^ a volHme eo^do tC 
my degiM'of j^iAfee, oiid;- a&et^V ihutW wooUKr^i: 
UtAxk to be doMr^Tkefe4s fci«*ce^y a^ffot) whkh doe» 
u. : V not 
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fiot require fome mode peculiar to itfelF. There iSf 
hdwever, one drcumftance, ^hich muft always be 
fcomplied with where neceffary ; otherwlfe wat^ngf 
il^ead of itnproving landi will injure it, and render jt 
worfe than before the operation took place. This ist 
the eft^nally getting clear of iprings, and ftagnated 
•ivat^r, before irrigation be attempted. 
• The great point to confider is, to cheapeti the work 
as mud) as poffible, where draining is neceflary prior 
to watefMg, as many of thofe drains, neceflary to dralli 
the land, may be alio found ufeful to aft as condudors 
or leaders, to aniwer irrigation ; that is, when the a£fc 
of ibigatioh is hot going on, many of the drains may 
perpeturfjy aift in draining. 

^There hafi[ been a good deal fatd of late, on the fiib- 
jeft of draining, byElkington and others, to which I 
refer. 5 In many cafes, great accuracy in levelling is're- 
qui^: thefplrit level is not in the power of every far^ 
metf and.even if it was, few underAand the appficadoa 
cf iti The common mafbn's level is tecHous ; for ex« 
pedlBon, the ifofceles triangle is the beft, and is as ac- 
corate as* any: with this a man can level almoft as faft 
^ he cau'^lk, attended by a boy to carry pins, to 
itick down where the level may point out. 



A 



There 
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f l%ere 1$ a great deal in haUt ttt tay i]odendiiiig& 
fii'^th lereUii^; a good «]f«i n^vef faila to faoUiatt 
llns kind, of bafiocA. 

la iSoiyl fi>iiad Ik great avmlx^ /of Lord JHoflMf 
jey'8 tenanfeabfifiljF employ^ ia vafeeriog fcbdr laeir 
d&w$ and pafipre^grouada^ As it was the SHk y^fft 
of courfe it was managed in a floreiily and impeFfeft 
liiaiiner. ' I fioglod ou,t a peribci» who was ia ^9 habit 
of wa^riag for fbme l^ttte tine before la the dtemrfw^ 
SThis mao It:^ an esureeding good fff, and hta aUb a 
great ffldng to irrigadon, wbich ia every tbiQg. I fcBt 
Km, with Ms fimple triaaguhr lerd, throitg^ the ^ 
«ue; aiid> in thec^nrfb qf a few wcdci^ he nad^ a 
wonderful reformation in the ideas of die people fi 
that DOW the greats part df diem are praOiticMrSy 
and irrigadoo is become qoit^ a (Hence among tbem« 

I only mention this drcmnftance as a hint to iflb^ 
pvovers> as every neighbourhood in the h in g dom maft 
have fqipe perfons, whofe abifities ure fn^^iior so 
thofe of others, and therefore it flknld be the objeft 
of the proprietors to fele£t then. 

The advancing of mofiiey to poor tenants^ at the tia» 

^ taldpg out a leafe, would, aa doubt, m many aw 

ftances, produce a good efiefi:, in forwarding die meaafr 

of improvements, or rather placing the money on fuch 

a footing, as to be occafi^nally laid Out oA Improve* 

mcnts, according to contra£t« 

Tenants 
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Teflama ia general ftte fo Mrrietchedly p(k>r^ that % 
great length of time elapfes before aoy permaaeat ad» 
Vantage can' dtfiitve to ttiem frottf the ittfilroveiMefib'of 
tlitfr farnu. Indeed k is too fracjtfeniiyibe cafe^ ttaat^ 
dorifig the whole roarft of the leaf^ for want of 
means or ability^ the farm does aot finlA probably 
dM^dntth of What Hl aight have donb under j;ood 
'maiiagdaiemf and kyhig- out foa^ m^liey early, foP 
dkdA^, itAi&tig; VifSag, Sec 

Inft^ad of iJtelandldrd being a loftr by tUs fabde^ 
Ii^\ixnrfd fiitd> it tfae^ttphration of the leafe, a greKt 
JbMeUt,' and entfri^kft of property. 

Vy Ibr eiiaApl^ a ftUrm confifta of tweiity stcres^ at 
to£ sr year lipoii a i^rt^-Knie years leafe, let the laard* 
lordv* for the fi^ft fiftfen ^ears, advance 3/.* a yeaf, t6f 
be hid ont in ^thMiigt lutimg, &a The neH Ik^een 
ycsttty tftte I'cht luay'TC faffed to 13^* a! yeaf* ' By tliia^ 
mode, th& latidityrd \7ffl be nothitig out of pocket ; aii(( 
it ia Tery plainf Aat Ab intereft, accrting from 45/;,- 
conld be equal to the encreafed value of the hod, at 
thcf dspiratioa of thtb leafe« 

There mlgftt-bfc other modes adopted, to en^bfe the 
tenant to get on. Wording to dtcnn^ances 1 1 only 
fuggeft this' as i* Mat. 

Jt m evidtot,'that long leafts mnft be a powerful 

fflfeiSte of improving' lands. Upon fhort leafcs, fuch a^" 

twenty-one years, men have no Ipirijt to get forward, 

and efpecially where confidence does not exift between 

o 2 mafter 
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mafter aad tenant, which, iodeed» i% too ofteii the 
cafe. 

. Farioing foctettes may produce a good effeA, by 
gav'^ premi^ma» and alfo by employing peribosy 
fldlled in tKe improvement of bog and moantainy to 
ioftruA the people. 

Much might be (fene with r.efpefl to btirniqg of lime 
«pon a large iqde. , Public lime-kibisr ihould be intro- 
duced, and fome bounty or prenuom offered s indeed, 
without themj lime would find its own levels by chain- 
ing a reafonable prices This is fully demonftrated by 
Mh Stewart aforefaid, who built a kiln iereral yeara 
s^0| and continues to fell t)ie lime to his tenants at a 
reaibnahle rate, and to tenanta of otjier eftatea at a 
more advanced price than what he charges his own.; 
The good effeAs, produced by this inftitution, foon 
became evident throughout his eftate» iincei for every 
barrel of lime, that had been formerly laid on the land^ 
twenty barrels have, been ufed fince the eftablUhment* 
of the kiln. 

From my own knowledge of this county, I am in- 
dined to believe, that, by eilabliihing lime-kilns^ and 
felling at a reafonable rate, it would be found one of 
the beft improvements that could be introduced. 

A barrel of lime, containing thirty-fix gallons^* ge- 
nerally cofts from 18^. to 2/. The carriage of iime* 

ftone, 

'* The l>arrel fhould be forty-two galloos. 
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fiooe^ for perhaps three or four miles^ renders this arti- 
cle extremely highj as the flone is coofiderably heavier 
before than after it is burned. The true plaiii there- 
fore^ iS| to have the lime-kiln built as convenient to 
the quarry and bog as poffible» particularly to the 
former. 

At a public fime-ldin, where bufinefs is well . at- 
tended to, there win feldom happen any difappoint- 
ment ; whereas there is no end to the delay and trou-* 
ble attending lime burned in the ufual way, in little 
forry pot-kilns,* which are perpetually out of order. 

Fully convinced of the utility of a puUic kiln, I 
have engaged in this bufinefs upon a large fcale, and 
am convinced, that I (hall be able to fell lime at 14^/. 
a barrel the year round. 

OhJiacU^ to improvement^ and the hejl means cf removing 
them* 

The means of improvement, being underftood and 
complied with, muft, in fome meafure, remove the 
obftacks. 

' The 

* A pot-kiln is nothing more than a ho)e dug out of the 
fide of a dry bank, built up with (toDeSy without any cement, 
one fide of which muft be broke up for the purpofe of getting 
out the lime, when burned. Thefe kilns arc of rarious fizcs, 
but feldom exceed thirty barrels of roche-Iime. 
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The foUo^imig feim to be^ aaio»g tbd greaieft obfta* 
€l€9 tp improvetmiQt. 

R^l^-reot appears, to be tb^ moft diftrei&og to tht 
commumty at krge» but particul^irly .ti> ihe cultivator 
of the fQil» aod n^vef fails to afTe^ the head laadl<Hd 
in feme degree. The more intermediate tenants there 
are, between the ktf d of the ftal, and the perfon who 
cirixivatea it, the worfe for both, beeaufe it is very cvi- 
de»th that every perfon, who may have a claiia or an 
intereft in the land, will, of courfe, have fomc profit 
Th*6 dearly points bntu that the liodiord is not paid 
th^ real valne far> his land, aftd that the under or 
loweft tenant pays a great deal too modi. 
.. iHappy would it be for the profpenty of the king* 
dom, if no perfon was concerned in land, except the 
lord of the foil, and thofe, who aftually cultivate it. 

Agents, not acquainted with country buiinefs, may 
be confidered a great bar to improvement. The im- 
provement of land depends very much upon the afti- 
vity and knowledge of agents, 

I believe it is a general cuftpm throughout the king- 
dom, to exaA duties of men and horfes from the te- 
nantry of eftates, to bring home the landlord's fuel, 
corn, &c.; I know it is generally the cafe in this 
county. In another place, under the artid^ Gtneral 
Jlate of LeafeSf I have pointed out fome objeAiofis to 
this mode St here I have only to remark, that I confider 
it a great impediment to induftry, becauie fu£h aa are 

bound 
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bound tf fulfil fuch peUy isogagemeats, mtift always 
attead at feafons when their own worka are iBoft 
pseffing. 

The iltuations of many milk are alfo great obftaclet 
to improveouBnt, 

There is another drcumftance, much complained of 
b; farmers in generaL They have a notiooy that bog 
and mountain^ newly reclaunedt muft become fnbjedl 
to tithej fo iboa as they are brought into a ftate of cul- 
tivadou. I underftand^ that fome iecurity is fettled by; 
law for new improvements ^ of thid» however^ the 
peoj^e are In general ignorant. 



Sect* rj« HaiUs tf indafiryy or want tf indujirj 
among thi people. 

If Is rare to find more mduftrions people, than tfaofe 
of thb county generally are. The want of induftry 
proceeds ihore from not having the means of being in- 
duftrioust ^ati from the incHnation of the people to- 
wards idlenefs. In trafts, capable of producing corn, 
potatoes, and flax, we find few fpecimens of floth or 
inadivhy \ both men and women are ufefuHy employed. 
At night, fax die whiter thne, it is very common for a 
febourer to make drf. or %i. by weaving, after his day'^ 
labour. Girls, of nme or ten years of age, generally 

make from ix. to u. 6d. a week by fpinning. 

It 
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It 16 only in the mountainous parts that ik^ find any 
thing, that appears not induftrious. In thofe parts, the 
management of poutoes, oats, and turf, is chiefly the 
outer work| which occupies the men, only part of 
the year; the remainder is generally employed in 
veayiog. . 

Whenever taflc^ or piece^vork^ ikxurs, it never fails 
to exdte induftry. 

The hardfhip the poor people, who occupy 4noun- 
tatnous pares, labour chiefly under is the want of flax^ 
as many mountains are not fit to produce that article i 
therefore they muft purchase, frequently at a dear 
rate. Perhaps there is no way, by which the poor 
could be more materially aflifted, than by laying up 
fiores of flax when cheap, and, felling it to them at 
the fir A coft ; this might be a conitderation worthy of 
the attention of farming fbcieties and others. 
. The various exertions, ufpd by many in colleAiog 
manures, are furprifing. I have frequently found half 
an acre of potatoes in the pofleflioa of poor families, 
who had not a four-footed beaft except a c^t pr dog ; 
and all made from ipud or mire, a(hes, rulbes, iprit> 
ice. Broom and fur^e, in ftrong clay fdls, anfwer 
extremely well for manure for potatoes, and of thefe 
the poor take advantage where they are tp be found. 
t have known good crops of potatoes produced from 
common heath or heder. 

Sect. 
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SscT. 14. The u/e of the Englijb Language^^^nvhether 
general^ or how far increqftfig. 

Except through the wilds of MuQterloney (chieflf 
in the barony of Strabane) the £ogIi(h language Is 
ipoft prevalent^ iodeed throughout the county it is 
gaining ground every day. The Roman'Catholics are 
the only feft, who are fond of fpeaking th? Irifli lan- 
guage, and with them too it is wearing ofF very much. 
' The people of this county in thcmftlvcs differ as 
xntichi perhaps, as thofe of feparate Iqngdoms. The 
people of the baronies of Dungannon and Clpgher are 
much more poliAied, than thofe of Strabane and Omagh 
generally are. The inhabitants of Strabane and its 
vicinity feem quite a different race of people froni thofe 
of Munterloney,' who are in the fame barony. In 
like manner thoie, in and about Omagh, differ fr<;«i 
the parifhes of Tarmonmaguirk and Tarmonomungan, 
in the fame barony. This obfervation holds good with 
rcfpeft to all the towns, and country parts* 



Sect. 
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Ancient buil£ngs^ er .^hms remarhMefor any bt/h^ 
rical, event. 

I DO not recollect having met a round tower in the 
county, or any remains of one } and although round 
towers are peculiar to many parts of the kingdom^ yet 
very few of them arc to be met with in the North. 

6ld caftles are numerous, but in general they appear 
to have never been of much confequence, or of any 
confiderable flrength j many of them| however, are 
partly compofed of a very ftrong cement, and almoft 
impoiSble to reduce» even with gun-ppwder. 

The following are the moft confiderable in the 
county. 

One in the town of Newtown-ftewajrt, but not very 
ancient. Another near the town, circularly built, and 
of great antiquity. This, we arc informed, had been 
the refidence of the kings of Ulfter. Fart of this old 
cattle projects eight feet beyond its bafe, and has the 
appearance of being fufpended in the air> fo great is the 
Areng^h of the cement, which keeps the ftones to- 
gether. 

At Baron's-court, near Newtown-ftewar^ b an old 
eaftle^/imilar to that in the town, and it appears to be of 

about 
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ij^t tbfi (mc wtiqioity. W^ iure informed^ that both 
were tnir^ed by tl^e Iriihiii 1^41, and €Veii at that 
lime iahabilied. A fourth cadle Ts faid to have be^t 
near the town^. but at prefent we can make out no 
traces of it. 

EerUih caftk^ near Dnunquin, appears to be very 
ancient^ and is of confiderable extent. 

Two old ci^s near DttmuuDanagb^ ia the barony 
ofStrabane. 

Benbofbi on t^ borders of the county) in the ba^* 
tcAj of Dofigannon, appears to be the, largeft in the 
county. It is built on a limefto&e rock, upwards of 
i^ feet nearly perpendicular, over the Black-water, 
which at the calUe forms nearly a right angki fo that 
two fides oi k were completely fortified by nature. 
Thoni^ the materials for building are here reniar fe- 
ably good, both lime, fand, and ftone^ yet the caftle 
was but weakly bulk, the cement was bad, and the 
Aones commonly of the^pebble kiind. 

At fome diftance from the caiUe, in the village of 
Benburb, is a fiaall ancient buiidingi which appears t^ 
have been a watch-Jboufc belonging to the cafUe; tl^s 
is ftifongly built. ^ Another finall buikliiBg, near the 
latter, feems to have been intended to &pport a fiin* 
dial. 

At Aij^her, in Stf WiUiam Rtdiardfen's demefne, is 
a beautiful old caAle upon a fmali ftak, which is kept 
in tolerable pre&rvation. 

The 
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The caftle of moft confeqoeBce ib the contity, is dtst 
of Mountjoy, or Moim^oy-caftlei on the borders off 
Longh Neaghi which is indeed a fine venerable jnle of 
bnilding. 

From the great number of town-lands thronghont 
the county, of which the word a^le makes part of the 
name, fuch as Caftle^town, Caftie-rody, Green-cafUe, 
Sec. we have reafon to conjefture, that numbers of 
caftles formerly exifted, of which, at pre&nt, we can 
trace nothing but the names. This^ obfervation is 
hot peculiar to the county of Tyrone % it is general 
throughout the kingdom. 

Except old caftles, other ancient buildings are very 
* rare. 

As to monafteries, though a confiderable portion of 
land is tithe-free, yet I do not recoUeft having feen 
the remains of any old monaftery. 

Daniih forts and Druids' altars are very numerous ; 
the former arc held in great reverence by the common 
people, in any of which we feldom find the traces of 
the plough or fpadc. The planting of fuch confpicuous 
ipots would add much to the beauty of the country, 
Stad the fencing of them would be attended with very 
little expence, as they are fo circumftanqcd, that die 
fence is already in a great meafure completed, or at 
Icaft might be made fo with very little trouble. There . 
are few places where trees would profper better, the 
foil having been originally coilefted and brought there 

from 
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from other parts^ and on this account, and from its 
never being broken up» we frequently find it both deep 
and rich. 

There are other monuments to be met withi held in 
grdiat veneration hj the lower dafsi and particularly 
thofe of the Roman CatholicSi fuch as (lone erodes^ 
many of which are filled with hieroglyphic figures^ 
and holy wells^ as they are called^ where people make 
ftationsi or perform a kind of pilgrimage. The com- 
mon people not only aft this kind of mummery, as they. 
fttppoie, for the falvation of their foulsi but give the 
waters to their cat^e, ^t certain feaibns, as an antidote 
againft diforders^ which probably do not exift. 



Sect. i6; Churches ^Refident Clergy— GMes, and 

Glebe'houfes. 

With very few exceptions, the clergy are all refi- 
dents. There may be fome inftances of pluralifts, but 
this is not common in this county at prefent. As to 
glebes and glebe-hbufes, the queftiona are anfwered in 
the firft chapter, under the Divjfions of the county. 



Sect. 
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Sect. 17. Whether the County has ieen aSuoUyJut^ 
vefid'-'^ten mnd nMiaber ibt, Survey. ip:4fM^Uf 

In the years 1774, I775> and 1^7^, a ftrrvey of the 
eounty was made otit by Meffrs. V?Hfiam and Conyng- 
ham M^ea. A very acctirate and well executed map 
Ivas made out for the gentlemen of the county abont 
the fame time, which fe always to be fcem in the 
Grand jury room of the coudty, at the time of the aC- 
flzes, for the purjpofe of inljjcdtion. 

Under the article, Itoadf and Bridges^ I Mate takes 
notice of this fubjcft, with refpeft to the manner of 
improving this mapi to which I refer. 



Sect. 18. Weights and Meafures^ liquid or dry — in 
Vfha^ infiaim^ 4e;e' Wei^s afigneijvr Meajfitces-^^iir 

IxGBf T^ar, and treade or ntabSbsy Hq^ds are &tA 
by moa&re; th€& articfes^ are genially Said by Wf^hlL 
Honey is fometimes fold by weight. . Selling by weight 
is preferred, in order to avoid wade, becaufe thofe 
glutinous fubllances adhere, in a great degree, to the 
velTels, in which they are meafured } fo that, by firft 

weighing 



\ 
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ivet^dqgthe wtBkhf i»' which they are intended to be 
piit^wftftciscflfbftJiaUyiawid^.' >* ' ' ' • 

i OaumA potittoes are tadUloaiffly marfttfed, be^ 
tv«ett pkrM iii' the coMlfyi but very ftldoai in the 
public market. :' 



SiCT. 19. S*f ' WUgfa «r; Meafure, by which Grain^ 
' ^/mto 'Paktoef] Battar, (5V. are fold. 

Grain is commonly fold by weight in the public 
marketi bat oats are qfually fold by meafurg be- 
tween farmers, and efpecially feed-porn. Six (tone^i of 
141b. aToirduppis, i^ reckoqed ^qxizl to a meafure of 
bats, and three meafuros, or eighteen ftooe, to a barrel. 
When bought or fold by weight, the price is comr 
monly fettled by the ftone. Seven ftone is cpnfidere^ 
equal to a ipeafure pf barley, and three meafuies, or 
twenty-one fton^, are equal to a barrel j this is alfo 
ufually contrasted for by the ftone. Twelve j(lone is a 
barrel of malt, which is always fold by weight. Bar* 
ley is ieldom fold at the public iparl^t ; private diftilr 
lers buy vaft quantiti^ of it hj private contraft^ and 
byfample. 

Flour is fold by the hundre4 weight, of eight ftone, 
or ii2lb.} it is^ ^fo retailed by ^he ftone, and by th^ 
pound. ' 

Oatmeal 
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Ottmeal is almoft noiveiftUy fidd bf the pedc of 
lolb. by retail ; twelve pecks being equal totlie'laog 
huodredj or i2olb«i ivhiflk ifr the vlaad Aoidatd for 
oatmeal. In fome pi»^ta oafMcal ii:&M by ids favCf 
nrhich Is equal to two pecksi twenty .of wfaidi are 
confidered a* fa^rrd of meal, being eqnal to 3 cwt. 
2 qrs. 81b. of the fhort baodred, or ii2lb. 

Potatoes are generally fold at market by |be ftoiie» 
bat the fai^mers fell large quantities 10 the oouitry by 
the meiUare, which is reckoned equal to dght ftone ; 
but, when heaped, as is the ufual cuftom, the meafiire 
generally exceeds nine ftqne. A meafure of potatoes 
weighs more in winter, than in fpring or fummer ; the 
fame remark will hold good for pats. Oatmeal cer- 
tainly encreafes,in weight by age, but fioce th^t article 
is fold by weighty there fs no danger of the poor fu£- 
fering. In general, throughout the coui^ty, forty (lone 
of potatoes is equal to a barrel. 

Frefli butter is ufually (old by the pound of eighteen 
ounces ; but faked butter is fold by the ftandard 
pound of (ixteen ounces. 

Flax-feed is always fold by the gallpa when retailed, 
and by the hogfhead when fold by whojcfale. The 
hogfhead contains from fixty to feventy gallons. 

Hides and tallow are fometimes fold by the (hort 
hundred, or ii2lb., and alfoby the long hundred, or 
i2oIb.i dther of which cannot afFeft the buyer or 
feller, as the price by the pound is always underftood. 

Candles 
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Candles are fold by the pounds and foap by the 
Skene and the pound. 

NotMdthftanding the murmnruig, refpeCting wdghts 
and meafures in other counties^ I think in this county 
tbere is no juft cauie for comj^lainti fince the pound 
of iixteen ounces, and the ftone of fqurteen poundSf 
are fo well underflood, by which the foregoing and 
many other articles are governed. I fcarcely know of 
any exception, unlefs in wool and frelh butter ; the 
formeir is rated at i61b. to the fton^, and, whether 
fold by wholefale or reual, the price is generally go« 
▼erned by the pound, 
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An Accmmt rf Lord Mwntfofs Imprwemenls ai 
ami the manner rf carrying them into emcution^ Jhm 
tbe year ^^^9i^ to tbeprefent time. 



Sect. i. Seminary and Nurjiry^ 

EARLY in the year 1779^ the firft ideas for the 
improvemeots took place i but, for the two firft j^earf^ 
little more was dooei thao the eftablUhiog of femiJiar 
rics and nurferies, which, coofideriog the great extent 
of the defigo, required to be upon a Urge fcale. It 
was not the fupply of the demeine alone, to pvSt trees 
for, that was in contemplation^ but that of many large 
mafles of planting throughout his Lordflup's eftates in 
this county, amounting, in the whole, to about 36,000 
plantation acres. Thofe objefls, with that of being 
ab^ to fupply a nnmcrons tenantry with fuch foreft« 

p z trees 
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trees as were found fbitable, required to keep up ex- 
tenfive and regular courfes of ieminary and nurfery. 

It was foon found necefTary to e(labU(h nurferies iii 
various parts of the demefne^ in order to fave the ex- " 
pence of carriage, and alfo to give the young plants a 
habit^ from their infancy, to bear the different ex- 
pofures they were intended for, with a certainty of 
fuccefs. This fcheme was found to anfwer completely^ 
indeed, upon fo large a fcale, it would be wrong to 
confine the nurfery to one or two particular fpots. 

The Right Hon. John Fofter, no doubt, was the firft 
who eflabliflied nurferies and feminaries, to any great 
extent, in his own demefne at Collon, in the county of 
Louth ; and it is to him alone we are indebted for 
this, and many other falutary inflitutions. 

The late Lord Mountjoy was one of Mr. Fofter's 
carlieft pupils, with refpeft to planting; and time and 
perfeverande have fliewri, that his Lordfhip made a ra- 
pid progrefs, not in planting alone, but in various other 
improvements, fuch as draini^Qg, enclodng, laying down 
grounds of various defcriptions, embanking, &c. Thefe, 
with fevcral other improvements (many of which fall 
within the plan fuggefled by the Society), I ihaU in this 
place endeavour to make clear. 

At the commencement of the impravemeats, vaft 
quantities of feediings wef e ordered from Scotland and 
other parts. Thi^ was done with a view of faving, or 
rather gaining two feafons, as the plants, fo purchafed, 

were 
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were fuppofed to come round for planting out for good^ 
two years fooner than thofe raifed from feeds fown at 
the fame time that the feedlings were ordered- In fomc 
inftances this precaution anfwered; but^ in general, the 
feedlings, raifed upon the fpot, proved vaftly fuperior 
to any of thofe imported; and at this time (1802) there 
is no comparifon at ail between tht feedlings, got frp9i 
Scotch and Englifli nurferies (generally two years old), 
and plants raifed here from the feed, notwithftanding 
the difference of two years in point of age. 

In fix years we find, that feedlings in general, raifed 
upon the premifes, get the afcend^ncy over two«year- 
old feedlings, which were imported, and put into. Aur- 
fery the fame day the feeds wer^ fown ; fo ^hat it is 
much baiter to wait patiently for the coming round of 
the plants r/ifed upon the fpot. The truth of this af^ 
lertion I fhall fubmit to any of our great planters, who 
are in the habit of importing feedlings, and have alfo 
cftablifhed feminaries of their own. 

What is here advanced is principally with refpeft to 
feedlings imported from Scotland and the north of 
Englanci *, ^ I would by no means have it underftood, 
that there could be any material lofs, in point of time, 
fuftained by purchafing feedlings from Irifli nurftries, 
when fitua^ed at a reafonable diftance, and when care 
be taken in packing, and difpatch ufed, between the 
times of taking up the feedlings, and putting thein into 
the nurfery, or, what anfwers fully the fame end, the 

moulding 
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moulding of them fecurely till put out. Bctweeii thefi^ 
and plants raifed from the feed in the planter's own 
nurfefy, there will be found very little difference, pro 
vided the qualities of both arc equal ; this I know 
from long experience. 



SecT. 2. Tit general Plan ^fettling the great outUnei 
of the Denufne and its appendages • 

Having iettled the general plan for feminaries and 
nurferies, the next care was to afcertain the great out* 
lines of tM^ demefne, with the appendages and interior 
plantations. 

This was not the work of a day\ many days and 
hours were fpent on this fpeculadon, with cloie appli« 
cation and intenie ftudy. At length the general plans 
were fettled, and the work went on regularly and 
pleafantly. 

The demefhe contains about two thouiand Irifli 
plantation acres, with many confiderable appendages. 
It was alfo in contemplation to plant between three and 
four thoufand acres in ftrong maffes throughout the 
eftates, Though the latter was fettled, and regu- 
larly regiftcred, yet it -was, only intended as zjhck to 
work upon, when a great redundancy of nurfery-ttecs 
could be fpared from the improvements of the de- 

mefnc^ 



mefot^ tU^ OKwhendieivorluef thedesefteflicfi^i 
he brpoght to fodi perf6ftb% a$ to be able to mdef- 
ttke tbe intend^ fdantadons diro|ighout tkrcftates* 

At this dme (1802) the demefne and its appendage 
Mt 61 far advanced, that the plaadag of a|poiit fifty 
•ores would complete the whole, and this In gronpiog 
aad flender plaatiitioiiSy a^ fiokhbg toodM, the gttfllt 
asafive plaadag bemg all coonpleted. 

It b not eafy to fay with accnracy, how many acNi 
theve aie of f<^d pkndagi as efcry ftalbn there aie 
more or left planted, which never fall withio the pre* 
arinm planting, or that reported to the Dublin Sodetj. 
I am fnre I may not be far from the troth if I fay fife 
hundred acres ^ though, by taking a fuperfidal view^ 
if would appear as if one half of the whole extent hai 
been planted; but this drcumftance is owing :ia the 
fwdliag and unduladng difpofition of all the groanda^ 
both fai the demefne and its environs. 

This accoubt may ierve to fliew, what induftry 
and perfeverance can do in a Ihort dme. Twenty- 
iwa years back, from the prefent year (1802), may 
be eeofidered the commencement of the improve- 
tneata; and, for progrefs, and high prcfervadon^ I 
fubi fiure they are equal to any in the united king* 
dom. Raifing flielter, judidoufly improving the 
jfoikf planting out young, and adapting the plants to 
the foils and afpeAs, were the great* objefts to attend 
to, and which were the principal means of the rapid 

proirefs, 
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psogtebf made by all the plantations bdong^g to 
Lord Moantjoy. But I need not have faid any thing 
with refpeft to the progrefs, as this point fuffidently 
f>rove$ hielf. 

During the above period, I can to a certainty declare* 
;that it did not exceed five pounds to make any altera^ 
jtipn or deviation from the general plan, firft digefted 
and arranged. Hence the good effefts arifing from 
^(ting out upon a cool, mature, and deliberate plan. 
I wUh the fame could be faid, with propriety, of aU 
.the improvements throughout the kingdom. 
. The nurferies. Sec. being fettled, there was no time 
to be loft for enclofing, and preparing the foils intended 
to be planted. It was a general rule to enclofe and 
plant th^ hlgheft and moft expofed fituations firft, 
^hich are chiefly, tide weft, fouth^weft, and north-weft, 
th^fe being tht points moft necefTary to guard againft. 
Another rule was much attended to, namely, to enclofe 
Some time before. the planting took place, and aUb, to 
.drain, where the foil required it. It was very coiq^ 
mon to enclofe and drain for three feafons before tbc 
.planting commenced, by which means the nature cff 
the foils was entirely changed ; ihelter and draining 
.having afted lb powerfully, and the furze-feeds, fqwn 
^pn the backs of the ditches, becoming complete (belter 
An three years ^ and the ftuff, caft out of the drains, 
went a great way in deepening the foil. But more of 
this in its proper place. 

Sect. 
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Sect. 3. Moda rf inching. 

I. Common ditches. 
st« Louth fences.* 
3* Sunk fences. 

4. Drains in boggy and fwampy lituatlpns. 

5. Living fences, >vithout a gripe or a trench. 

6. Temporary dead fences, made principally of Scotch 

fir, cut down at the age of ten or twelve years. 

7. Common paling, foy poft and rail, and by (heep- 
hurdles. 

1. The common ditch is chiefly adopted for all thft 
interior parts of enclofures and plantations* The gripe 
is generally feven feet wide at top, and two feet at bot« 
torn, and, where the foil will bear it, five feet deep on 
the perpendicular. An oiF-fet or fcarcementf is always 
introduced,* from fix to twelve inches broad, according 
to the nature of the foil, or the pofition of the bank ; 
if the ground faU^ away from the bank, fix inches for 
off.fe^ will anfwer ; if the reverfe, twelve inches are 
generally allowed $ and, if the bank be on level ground, 

or 

* So called by the writer, from a (pecimen feen by him« 
many years ago, at Rofy Park, in the county of Louth* 
upon a fmall fcale, but executed in a neat and workman-likp 
inaoaer. 
• t A common phrafe la tl^s county for ap qS-Uu 
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or nearly fb, between fix and twelve inches are nfwdlf 
kft. 

Upon a great fcale, the expence of weeding ditches, 
for three ot four years after they are made, becomes 
▼ery confiderable y this expence is ia a great meafurs 
lavedt by introdacing a courfe of ftones (tarn fix to 
twelve inches high ; bat, previous to this, ail the vego> 
table foil of the off-fet, and, alfo, the UH to the tlaclk 
nefs of the coui fe of flones> is caft back, to be convex 
meat to bed the roots of the thorn quidcs in* Anothei 
fmall coarfe of ftases is generally laid over the quicks, 
after briog fccgrely bedded in good foil. By ufing 
thefe precautions, and always plandng ftrong thorn 
quicks, never lefs than four years old, having been two 
years tranfplanted into uurfery before they are put into 
the ditches, the expence of weeding becomes next to 
nothing; and, even if the whole face of the baqk (hould 
inoulder away by the weather, the quicks are never in- 
jured, as the ftones efTedlually fecure the roots, which, 
in the common way of ditching, without off-let or 
(tones, never fail to be materially injured. 

The only objedllon people in general have to this 
kind of ditch, is, on account of cattle, particularly 
flieep, being able to walk along the ofF-fet; a few 
fiones, laid oh the ofT-fet, may prevent this, or, for 
want of ftones, a ftight bearding of bruih-wood of any 
ibrt. A better hedge is obtained in two years, by plant- 
ing foar*year-old quicks, than can be in four years, b]: 

anly 
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<>oL7 pI$u»dQg two-year«old quicks* 'SlinbeC'^rce^ aM 
feldom planted with quicks in the deoieihe» . 
The fliape of thQ ditch, whea fioi&fd^ is thua.* 




lo a few yearsi when the. hedge becomes ftroogi 
which is moft commonly the cafe the third year« the 
(pace a, b, r , according to the line a, c, is floped and 
drefled, and (b is the bank d^ e, to the ftone-courfe at/I 
Both dopes are drelTed with thi; fward, between b^ and 
fy and fwarth borrowed from any neighbouring fppti 
but, when the fward is fcarce, hay-feed will anfwer f 
it is common to ufe the fward on the face of the bank 
froiki df to e, and fow the dope, a^ r, with hay-feed- 

This mode always produces a gopd efFe^^ and it ia 
?ery evident it is economicaL It is chiefly confined^ 
however, to where the foil is difpofed to wet or moiC- 
ture ; for, where it is perfefUy dry, and there is no 
hazard in filling the ditches, the hedges are cut dowA 

. 1^ 

* 0>ft from 2/. to 2/. 6d. by the ronnnlg perch ; and, 
n^ieo^the floping and dreffiog takes place, tlie price by the 
perch is from 4^/. t» 6/ 
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at once, after they have attained to fufficient ftrength, 
and the banks levelled in. The dead thorns are placed 
to the front of the qnick-Ilne, about two feet from it, 
which efTeflually fecures the young growth from cat- 
tle, till it becomes fufficiently ftrong, which is moft 
commonly the cafe in two or three feafons. This an- 
fwers very well, where there is no temptation to carry 
oiFthe dead thorns for fuel, but here turf is in great 
plenty. In placing the dead hedge, it leans fomewhat 
ontwards from the living hedge, which makes it more 
iecure againft cattle, and admits of more air, as the 
living hedge advances ; a circumftance which (hould 
always be attended to, from the moment the hedge is 
cut down. 

In fome inftances, hedges have been cut down 
within about three feet of the furface, and the fide- 
ihoots of what remained worked in to thicken it. I 
am not an advocate for this fyftem, as a complete fence 
afterwards is with great difficulty infured, fince^ a^re* 
gular taper-fafhion, from the bottom, cannot, without 
much trouble and expence, be accompliflied ; whereas, 
by cutting down the hedge at once, all this incoove- 
niency is avoided, fince the young growth may be 
eafily managed, and kept within bounds. However, 
where perpetual fences are neceflary, which, in pafturc 
and meadow grounds, muft be always the cafe, and 
where there is a hazard of carrying away the dead 
tiedges for fuel| the cutting 4own of hedges, at a cer- 
tain 
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.^in diftaace above the furfacei feeiQs to be the inoft 
rational mode* • 

a. Louth fence. — Inftead of a wall, built of lime and 
firone, this fpeci^s of fence has-been adopted feveral 
years ago; firft, oo account of its being one-third 
cheaper built than a wall \ fecondly, it can be executed 
by common labourers; and thirdly, as it may bQ 
planted with thorn quicks when found necelTary. 

It was calculated, that a ftone wall, of eight feet 
from the furface, would coft 2/. 8/. 3//. by the running 
perch. Upwards of two miles of the Louth fence 
have been made, and the average did not exceed idr. 
by the running perch. In a circuit of between feven 
and eight miles, which is about the extent of the de- 
mefne-fence of Rafti, the difference between 16/. and 
2/. 8/. yi. amounts to a large fum; but the applying 
fo much money among the labourers of the neigh- 
bourhood, inftead of mafons indifcriminately colleded 
from' many parts, was an objeft of confequence to the 
labouring poor, which the ever to be regretted latQ 
Lord Mountjoy never loft fight of^ 
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Tke imder llcetdi may <enre to gttts Ae reader ia 
idea of the manner of bailding this Idnd erf* fence; 




2. d 

To erery foot in heighti there are two inches and a 
•half of a batter or dope, lo the face of the ftone 
-work, £r(mi a to i, laaking in the whole one foot, ^ht 
iacfaes, from the perpendicular ^ the thickneis ci the 
^omli at bottom is two feet fix inches, and reduced to 
dboot ten indies at top, which is always covered with 
a fod, to projeft a little oTer the face of the waU, and 
may .be produced to any length down the bafik* or the 
back F. 

If the triangle adc, be not found fufScient to form 
the bank F, the ground may be excavated further to g, 
or towards it. 

This (ketch is reprefented as if built on level gfoOftd, 
•r nearly fo. When the ground rifes bold behind the 
fence, lefs ftuiT will be neceflfary to form the back, ana 
me verja. The cheapeft way of building thefe fencesi 

is. 
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i^ Vbea Aey &fe t>lte6d tffkit Ae kill» add in MM 
fitaadons there is no haturd of fididdog' diem off flEt. 
once ; but when the whole of the back muft be form* 
ed^ as is the ca(p in theannexed^iketch, two fealbna 
are neceflary to complete «hemj in order to ffvt die 
mould dme to confolidate. 

The greateft care muft be takett in building this kind 
of fence by a frame or gapge, which muft be re;duced 
on one fide> and perpendseular on the other ; or^ if the 
back part of the frame leans a little from the perpen- 
dicular towards the wall, it will bet found ffill better* 
But the fafeft manner of building diis kind of dry wall 
i8> to have the frame in two partSf-one four feet high, 
and another about three feet, which, with a double 
oouffe of feds, will raife the wall to nearly eight ftt^ 
D^hidh is the height ufually adopted here. In making 
the gauges, the beft way is firft to make one to the 
fdl length of about feven feet and a half, and cutiC 
after to the lengdis required ; this will be foimd Ibe 
moft accurate" way4 A range four feet Idjgjh ^^y 
be firft carried on to any length, and afterwards ODOe 
on With the (econd range, ih which th»|h(irt gaugd ss^ 
to be ufid. 
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Perhaps the tinder ftctch may fcirc better to C3C» 
j^aiii thi9# thaa all I have fiud. 




After the frame be made, it may be cut at a^a^ 
vrhich is the fureft method to have i( made accurate ; 
however, where the back requires but little fluff to be 
€^{i to form it, and that it is intended to fini(h off in 
one fe^fon, the frame may be left of the whole length, 
and, in, that cafe, one of the crofs bars at a, a, may be 
omitted. In any cafe, the workmen will prefer the 
fhort jFran^e, s^s ijt is mor^ manageably than the other. 

From what has been remarked, the fituation muft 
always determine the depth of the ground to be cut 
away ; in proportion as the bank rifes behind the wall^ 
the more cutting wUl be neceffary, and the lefs filling 
will be required. Where the fituation is level, or 
pearly fo, two feet below the fUrface is the ufual depth 

•t« 
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to fmk for the T'-'^dation, and the ground afterwards 
floped fo far as may be foand necefTary to form the 
bank. I by no means advife that any ftutf (hould be 
collected from behind the waU, to affift the forming 
of the bank, where there ihlght be any hazard of in-> 
juring the foil when intended to be planted, or that it 
had been already planted, which here is almoft univer* 
fally the cafe as far as this Idnd of fence b completed, 
or where it is intended to be introduced. 

At Raih the planting has gone on fo rapidly, and 
particularly on the weft and north-weft afpefis, where 
the Louth fences are principally adopted, that to wait 
for the completion of them would keep the planca- 
tions back, and retard their progrefs. Common ditches 
were therefore adopted and introduced, exaftly in the 
dire£^ion in which the Louth fences were to run. In 
this cafe the only objeA was to form a ftout bank, with 
an oiF-fet, and quicked as formerly defcribed, without 
fetting any regard to the depth or form of the gripe, 
the depth of which feldom exceeds three fecf, the 
reafon of which fliall prefently appear from the fol- 
lowing fketch. 

[S^ 
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Th^ (blidy ^ftfff U made ufe of for the back di or 
as much ftiifTas may bp peceflary may be procured to- 
'W^Lfds ey/f ftones or brufh^^wood to fave the quicks g^ 
aod prevent cattle from creeping up on the face of the 
ditch. 

After fome time, when leifure ferves to build tho 
Louth fence, the foljd lump A, is i^ut away, which ad- 
mits of a fure and folid foundation for the ftone^work. 
But, the feafon before this operation is to take placc» 
in caf^ the quicks (hould have got too firong, it is ne^ 
ceflary to cut them quite clofe, in order to have a 
young growth, capable of being bent down in a hori- 
zontal direction, fo comply with the ftone-work. But 
when the ftone-^work reaches within about three inches 
of th^ quick, a thin fod fhould be laid on the (tones $ 
the fame precaution fhould be ufed over the quick» 
which prevents it from being cut or galded by the 
ftones either above or below, which would foon be the 
^ cafe without taking this remedy. I fhould have re- 
marked this precaution before, in building thefe fences, 
where temporary ditches are not in queftion ; but it 
would naturally occur to any intelligent perfon, who 
has fecn any fences faced with flone, where the quicks 
are perpetually breaking ofFfor want of a free circula- 
tion of the fap. 

For my own part, I am a great advocate for this 
kind of fence, as an outward boundary to a dema&e. 
Even without being quicked, it is proof againft txssti 
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ar beaft, and is certainly lefs fubjeft to decay than a 
wall built of lime and flone. 

Befides its cheapnels and fimplicity» there is another 
objeft, fufficicnt to recommend it. The beauties of 
plantations and drefTed grounds are, in a great mea- 
fure, loft to the i])eflator from the outiide of a d«- 
jneTne, by a continued dreary wall, which never fails 
to tire the imagination, and offend the eye ; the Louth 
fence may be occafionally kept low, fo as in fome mea- 
ftre to partake of a funk fence ; and, if quicking the 
face be adopted, which I by no means inlift upon, the 
quicks are eafily kept down to the level of the wall. 

3. Sunl fence. — Situated as the demefne is, this kind 
of fence was obliged to be adopted, and that upon an 
extenfive fcale. #A public rOad of great refort accom- 
panies the demefne for upwards of two miles, which^ 
being common to feveral of the approaches, and being 
fortunately placed fo as to give no offence, or in any 
part of it to appear a nuifance, was of courfe con-* 
tmued, and widened from the original breadth to that 
of fixty feet; of at leaft it is now fo far advanced, that 
little remains to complete it. 

As the demefne lies on either (ides of this general 
approach, and the views to the grounds, the river, 
and the plantations, with many other interefting ob- 
jefts, are fo numerous and exquifite, that it was judged 
unpardonable to conceal any objeft, that could be 
fhewn to advantage, funk ' fencers, tlierefore, were 

' 0^2 adopted, 
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adopted^ and have beea already carried oo to a coo* 
fiderabU extent^ and are at pre&nt ia a progreffive 
Aate. 

Hitherto the expeoce of the funk fence was focmd . 
to be nearly the fame, by the running perch, as that of 
the Louth fence, namely, about i6/., divided as follows; 
4/. for the excavation, 10^. for ftone-work, which in- 
cludes quarrying, drawing, and building, and 2/« for 
floping, dreiBng, and fodding. 

In feveral parts, fmall bogs and qnick-fands oc- 
curred. In fuch places, great precaution was neceflarj 
to fecure the foundation, which was done by bedding 
Ilrong hurdles, made principally of oak, under the 
fiones ; the hurdles are commonly four feet broad, 
and the centre of the wall is always placed on the cen- 
tre of the hurdle. The largeft (tones are made chdce 
of for the foundations, both for this and the Louth, 
fence, atid more particularly fo in foft foils, or where 
diere is any hazard of one part fubfiding more than 
another^ Another precaution was found neceilary, 
both in cafes of Louth and funk fences, i^amely, two 
feafons are allowed to finifh the flone-work, where 
the foundations are not good, or appear doubtful. The 
wall is generally raifed three or four feet high the 
firA feafon, and the year following is finifhed off. It 
was alfo found neceftary to leave a fmall fpace un- 
built, at the junAion of the firm and boggy foils, as 
(be wall, when built on the latter, was always found 

t# 



APPENDIX. 19 

to fubfide Qonfiderably, and, of courfe, drag the work 
CD the bard ground with it^ without being thus guard- 
ed. When the (ettlements are found to have ceafedj 
then thofe opens may be filled up, but oot till then. 

The reducemeut, or batter to the front, is the fame 
as that allowed to the Louth fence, and the back of the 
wall is kept perpendicular, or rather inclining a little 
from the perpendicular towards the centre, as formerly 
remarked in the Louth fence. Workmen fliould be 
narrowly watched with refpeft to this part of the 
work ; diey think, when a fair regular feftion U made 
in the bank a coniiderable way, that it may be fully 
fufRcient to guide them ; and that, if the ftone-work 
fhould even lean a little towards the bank,^ fp as to pals 

the perpendicular, no material accident would take 

j 
place} I knoW) however, from experience, that, in the 

hardeft and firmed foil, this prsiAice cannot be de- 
pended upon ; fo that the gauge and plummet muft be 
always attended to. 

So much for funk fences in point of ornament ; or 
rather (here), as to their admitting to view innumerable 
ornamental objeAs, which, by adopting any other mode 
of fence, would be for ever lof^, at leaft in fomc 
meafure. ^ 

In the inclined plane, this fence diiFers fomewhat 
from the common funk fence, by which means it is 
found more difficult to afcendi which is the great point 
to guard againft. 

The 
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The Hope of the common funk fence is ufually made 
according to the dotted line, a, b. It is plain, that a 
pcrfon has more power to get over the fence from the 
plane, <7,r, than from any part between ^, and d\ be- 
caufe, in the firft inftance, the perfon would naturally 
take advantage of fome part between a^ and r, to Aep 
from ; but any part of the fpace between r, and J, is 
too remote from the wall to extend the legs. 

There are a great many funk fences of fmaller dimen- 
fions, to turn cattle only> already completed through- 
out the demefne ; fome in ad of making, and others 
in contemplation. No ground can be better difpofed, 
to favpur funk fences, than thofe of Lord Mountjoy's 
flemefne. With other early regulations, thofe of funk 
fences, to divide the grounds, both for profit and 
beauty, were not forgotten. All this was found ne- 
ceflary, previous to determining the various interior 
plantations, as, by fb doing, fome expence nught be 
faved, in curtailing the length of the line of the funk 
fence, by projefting or making ftrong prominences in 
the line of planting, without in the leail infringing on 

the line of beauty. 

To 
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To divide the Vfh(At of the drefled gronnjs 6( the 
deokefdCy will ttqvkc nesr one thoufand rtfniiiftg 
perches of funk fence, at lax. a perch« What hsis 
been completed coft about that fam. The general 
dimenfions are; height of wall, fix . feet aiid a balfj 
extent of exeavation, from ten to twelve feet. 

Here k is a very pleafing circumftancei that in all 
diis great fcene of drefled grounds, when completed, 
wad (Uvided by fnnk fences, dot a fingle bridge, o^ 
other contrivance, to lead from one divifiod to another, 
will be found neceflary, fo as to crofs the fence. '«£ach 
ei^tremky of every funk fence has fallen, or is intended 
to fall, in with fome plantation ; fo that the commute 
<ation, from one divifion to another, is carved out 
ithroQgh the plantation, in a curvilinear manner, fo as to 
conceal the gate, which is always placed at the moft 
prominait pdat of the curve. 



ggiiklWii&e_ 





a. The gate, made in the moft fimple manner, of a 
few ^ ritags, not much ftrdnger conftrnfied than a 
flieep^hnrdle, bat made ib wide, as to ads^ ofS st load 

of 
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of hay or coro. Sometimes advantage is t^esi of fomc 
tree to hang the gate to, aad it not unfrequently hap- 
pensy that another tree may correfpond to Ihut it to; 
.and there have been inftances of trees falling in to an- 
fwer for beeI->po(ls for the gate. 

4. Drains as Fences in boggy and fwampy fituations. — 
Where it may be neccflary to introduce fences of this 
defcription^ they muft be done with patience and caa- 
tion, asy if performed the firft feafon, they feldom fiic- 
cecd, bdng fubjeft to flip and givq way at the fides, 
and to fwell upwards at bottom* 

The ufual mode here is to fink ihemabout two feet 
and a half the firft feafon^ which is moft commonly 
done in fumtocr weather. The weight of the ftnfS 
thrown out of the drain, ferves to prefs'out the \irater 
of the fpace under it, and thus by degrees it becomes 
folid. In many cafes three feafons are fbupd necefiary 
to accompUfh this bufineis. 

Thofe fences are generally made dou^jle, foroiing 
between a fpadous bank thus. 



StudTfto* «jb^' jg^^^ ^:^ -- ^=^^S [ ^'Pm^^^ .Sft^^^SA 




By thus intercepting the water 09 both fides of the 
bank, it in foipe time becomes folid, and fit to nouriih 

trees, 
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trees, chiefly alddr, birch, monntaia afli, and woolly 
poplar, all of which are extremely nfeful for this 
country. 

Not more thaa from a foot to eighteen Inches in 
depth fhould be caft on the furface of the bank ; in 
cafe it be a fpongy red bog, more would render the 
whole a caput mortuum. BeQdes the ufe of the fluff 
caft on the bank, for the purpofe of preffing' out the 
water, it alfo ferves to rot the furface, and render it 
more capiable of nouriQung trees, than it would othert 
wife do, and to render the whole more fertile ; all the 
ftirfaces are made to meet, that is, the furface of the 
bank, and thofe of the drains. 

By computing the ar^ of the drains, and the foli- 
dity of the bank, or the ftuiF caft up, it ^ould appear, 
that, at eighteen inches deep, the latter would only be 
equal to about one-half of the former ; experience, 
Jiowever, proves the contrary -, fo fubjeft is all fponr 
gy bpg to be reduced, when divefted of the fluids 
which, for ^e gr^^ter part, compofes it. 

The reader will pleafe to obferve, that the innctr 
fides of the drains sure more floped than the outfidc 
ones; the reafon is obvious, as they have a greater 
weight to fuftain. 

Two fliillings a perch is the uiual price allowed for 
the large drain, and eight-pence for the fmall one. 

Furze has been found to fucceed in .thofe banks, 
when they become fqfficiently dry, but rooted planu 

anfwer 
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tnfwcr better than the ibwing of the feed* Thofe of two 
years old are always l6 be had id great plenty from the 
backs of new ditches, where they are mod cofndioiily 
loo thick. Furze, in fuch fitoations, not offly ierves 
die pnrpofe of iheher, bnt alfo has ^ great power of 
abforbing tHe erode juices. 

It is fearcely necefTary here to mention the.preparation 
of the foils iiifide of thofc banks for planting, as that 
does not belong to the preient fubjeA, and (hall be 
taken notice of in its proper place. I (halt only re« 
mark, that the interior parts are carved out into a 
tiumber of quarters, by drains, the ftnfT taken ont of 
which is always caft on the forfac^, for the pnrpole of 
rolfing it, as in the former cafe, but not near that 
depth, perhaps aot more than three or four inches, as 
the cafe may require. 

It is, however, of the utmoft confeqnence to the 
future profperity of the whole of the interior plantidg« 
to iet about early and vigor6ufly with the fences, and 
outfide planting, which here I (hall call a belt of 
fctetn, to fecnre and bring forward the other parts. 

5. Living Fences ivith&ut a gripe or irincL-^Bj Irving 
fences I mean fuch as form a fence at once, planted 
on the furface, which are principally adopted in thi 
beft finl(hed parts of the ^rnefne, or in Ikoations, 
which may forbid Common ditches, or any fpecies of 
clumfy fence. At Ra(h thefe are numerous at prefent, 
and are intended to be carried on to great extent. 

For 
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Tot' this purpofc the common white-thorn is chiefly 
ffefefred, of which regular nurferies are every year 
formed, fo as to have always a fucceflion, as the de« 
maod is ccmftant. Here it is common to plant two 
fucceeding crops of potatoes, after forming a planta- 
tion ; this is generally performed by labourers, and for 
their own ufe, in fituations convenient to them. After 
this treatment, the foil muft be in fine order. The 
fecond crop of potatoes is generally drilled. The 
Arongeft two-year-old quicks are made choice of, and 
put out in lines at about four feet apart, in a meander* 
iDg manner, to avoid the trees. Here the plants com- 
monly remain three or four feafons, but the firft, and 
fometimes the fecond crops of potatoes or cabbages are 
planted in the intervals, which is always in favour of 
the quicks, and alfo of the plantations. By the time 
the plants have ftood three or four years in the nur- 
fery, they are generally four feet high, which is about 
the height wiihed for. Hence it is plain, that little or 
no expence attends this practice, as the labourers ma* 
Qage it, on accpunt of the crops. A few draggling 
(hoots annually clipped ofi^ to give the hedge a taper 
habit, is the only expence, from the time of planting 

the nurfery, to that of the hedge. 
One thoufand quicks will go over fifteen perches, 

and, at that dUlance^ will form a very dofe hedge. 

One 
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I' *' d- 
One tboufand quicks I iet down s^t -» • q 3 3 

I^^ggiQg A°d preparing fifteen perches of 

a trench, - ... .-* o z 6 

Raifing, carriage, and planting, - -034 

The valufe of the feed, and trouble m fe- 

minary, planting, nurfery, &c. - -026, 

This fliews at a view, which I am fure I have over- 
rated, that fifteen perches of a complete fence may be 
had at once for 1 1 j. 7^. 

This fyftem, pnce eftabliflied, and regularly kept up, 
is well known to have cheapened the article fettces to a 
great degree. 

Honeyfuckle ^nd fweet-briar are always mixed with 
thefe hedges ; a circumftance not (b eafily complied 
with in making conimon ditches. 

But here there is another refource for forming 
hedges of this defcription ia a more expeditious man- 
ner, but not altogether fo cheap. 

In going over extenfive chains of plantations, it 
cften happens, that the whole of any particular chain, 
or firing, could not be completed in one feafoQ, nor 
perhaps in two or three feafons ; in fuch cafes, tq le- 
cure every feafon*s planting, crqfs fences were necef- 
fary to introduce, though for only temporary purpofes. 
AU fuch fences were planted with quicks, the fame as 
the permfinent fences^ math this differeocey that do 

'^ ftones 
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ilooes were introduced at bottom. The object, in iti* 
troduciog quicks in tbofe temporary fences, was^ in 
order to have them ready trained^ and faftuoned for 
hedges in the courfe of a few years, when the uie of 
fuch fences became anneqeflary. The faft Is, that 
hedges, thus railed, anfwered the fame end as if they 
had been railed in a rcigular nurfery, and at fomewhat 
lefs.expenfe. 

But, in order to eftablifli the roots equal to thofe, • 
raifed in a regular nurfery, the backs of the ditches 
are in fome meafure cut away, fo as to be able to get 
a^ the roots of the quicks, which are cut with a fharp 
inftrument within about a foot of the fiem, and thea 
two 5r three inches of frefti mould are put oyer the 
roots, which caufes them to throw out a great num-^ 
ber of additional fibres. In this ftate the plants re- 
main for two feafons, by which time they are gene- 
rally furnifhed with roots and fibres in as great per- 
£e&ioOi as they could have been in the beft managed 
nurfery. 

In fome ioftances, where the foil is dry, and (bel- 
ter is not efTential, the ditches are levelled at once, 
and the roots cut and prepared as above ftated ; bur, 
without thofe advantages, the firft method is always 
praftifed, fince the part of the bank, left unlevcUed, 
affords fome (helter, and, by leaving the gripe open, 
keeps the foil in the ufual medium of drynefs. 

la 
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In ordei* to fecure ftrong and durable bedges^ to 
form fences at onct, another expedient has beenr oftea 
praAifed with fuccefs. The deinefhe originally abbimd* 
ed with iinail farms^ many of which were well planted 
with white*thorn and fbme Umber-trees^ and> very for* 
tnnately, almoft all the ditches were either curved^ or 
otherwiie meandered* fo as feldom to appear ftiflT or 
formaL In levelling thofe ditches* many d the 
dmber-trees and old thorns were of conrfe fuffered to 
remain. Indeed the whole of the latter was left iin-» 
difturbed at the time of levelling the ditches, and their 
roots prepared by Shortening them* and uiing a large 
portion of rich foil to excite plenty of new fibres- 
Such thorns, as were judged proper objefts to 
ftand for lawn plants, were not touched or ddSl&red* 
at the roots; the tops were duly lightened, and Co 
fafhioned, as to give them a propenfity to fpread, 
which requires both (kill and pains, and a little pa^- 
tience. But fuch thorns, as were intended to form 
new hedges, were cut down within three feet of the 
, furface, and, in two fcafons aJFter, were formed into 
hedges, with as much fafety as plants of four or five 
years of age regularly raifcd in a nurfery. Hedges, 
of forty years ftandiug, have been thus managed here 
with the greateft fuccefs. 

But 

* A phrafe of the writer, which he wifhes to have un- 
derftood generally in preparing large plants for omameot. 



APPENDIX. m 

But thoroSf thus prepared^ auiW^fred here another 
material end, namely, the fecurlng of fcattered, group* 
ing, or detached trecfli from cattle. Upon a large (bale, 
there would be no end to the expeoce and repairs of 
common paling, and, even when done in the beft man** 
ner, it carries with it a Aiffnefs and famenefs, that never 
fail to give oiTeoc^. £ither black or white thoro re- 
moves every inconvQuiency of this nature; and this 
fcene is furtner embelliihed by planting with the thorns 
boneyfucklc and fweet-briar, a mode generally purfued 
in forming hedges of every defcnption, and eipedall; 
near places of r^fprt* 

* The fame copfid^ratioo» of doSiering thorns, nata-« 
rally led to another h it was foon found out, that every 
kind of foreft-tre^, with care, was capable of b^ing 
treated in ,the f^me manuer ; fo that here that fyftem 
was put in pra£tice fourteen or fifteen years ago, and 
his been iince carried on, more or lefs, every year, ac- 
cording to the number, that may be neceflfary to keep 
ftp a fucceffioUji or rather to be in readinefs as the 
grounds are laid down. 

The method, principally adopted of late years, is, to 
teave a fufiiciency of ornamental plaQts in nurferies at 
the feafon of thinning them. When left about fix or 
dght feet fquare, crops of potatoes are occafionally in- 
troduced, the neceiTary preparation for which fuffi* 
.deatly prepares the roots pf the trees for the forego- 

10^ 
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ing porpofc. Tliis fyftem, for many rcafbns, is better 
than the former^ 

The method firft purfued was, to feleA fuch plants^ 
as were deemed proper objeAs for ornamental plant- 
ing, through the plantations, that had been formed 
fome years before. Oak, fycamore, wytch elmi beech^ 
lime, and wood-maple, are generally made choice of; 
the height commonly from eight to twelve feet. At 
the time of do&oring or managing the rooty the head 
is alfo attended to, by fhortening, if neceflfary, and 
cutting away aukward branches, and alfo giving room, 
fo as to enable the plant to fpread before it be put out 
for good. But here it is neceflary to remark, that 
ndther the prepared thorns, nor the trees to be protect- 
ed by them, fhould by any means remain longer than 
two feafons between the time of doBoring^ and that of 
planting out; otherwife a iecond operation will be 
found neceflary, which, of all things^ fhould be 
avoided. 

For a tree of the foregoing fize, with five or fix 
ftout thorns to proteA it, a hole of eight feet in dia- 
n^eter is generally allowed, more or lefs, according to 
the fize of the roots. Old doEiored thorns generally 
carry bulky roots, on which accqpnt the hole requires 
to be large; indeed the holes cannot be too large. 
When the foil is poor, two or three carts of good 
earth are introduced. Planting, according to this 
mode, almoll univerfally requires additional foil. 

In 



APPENDIX. 31 

to countries wh^re thora-quicks are fcarqe, which is 
always the caf(^ throughout this county, much might 
be made by attending to the fuckers produced from 
the roots cut off, in flubbing and levelling ditches. 
Thoufands of fine plants fpring forth from the roots 
left, and tho(e are' always produced near where the 
incidon was made, or where they have been maimed. 
The more the roots are cut and mangled, the more 
abundant will be the crop of young thorns. If the 
roots are cut into lengths of a few inches, and covered. 
with two or three inches of good foil, ia a bed or drill, 
they will produce fine plants ; but this it not peculiar 
to the white^thorn. 

To thofe of extenfive experience in country bufinefs, 
the foregoing hint may be deemed unneceiTary; but» 
to this county in particular, it may be of forne ufe. 
I^ive hundred plants, thus raifed, will reach further ia 
a ditch, than one thoufand feedling plants of two years 
of age, and will make a completer fence, in a fliorter 
fpace of time. Of this partfcular many of Lord Mount* ' 
joy's tenants are thoroujghly fenfible, as they would 
prefer the fuckers to the feedlings, though they (hould 
be at the expence of cpUeding the former, while the 
latter were ready counted to their hand without any 
trouble or expence. 

6. Temporary deafifencfs^ made princely ef&aUchfir^ 
eut a'may at thefsze of eight or ten feet ^ or ^ben it begins 
tfi injure plants ofinore y^A^.— Very ftrong and formU 

K ds|»fo 
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dable fcncesj againft man and beaft, are made of this 
article. They are now only beginning ; but, from the 
great quantity of fir and other trees that muft necefia* 
rily be cut away, this ipecies of fence no doubt will be 
generally adopted, efpecially in backward and remote 
parts of the demefne, and in the other improvements* 

1 call it a chcvaux-de-frife fence; it is made (imply 
thus. A trench, about two feet ^eep, and three feet 
wide, is dug out, in which the trees are placed up- 
right, generally about two feet apart, fo that when the 
branches are cut, at about the diftance of eighteen 
inches from the ftem, they will crofs each other, forn^- 
ing alternately both acute and obtufe angles, and alio 
projefting the ham-viorl at front and rere. ThQ lower 
tier of horns are always let down below the furface, 
the better to flrengthen the fence -, and, when the mould 
is put in, the whole is well rammed, in performing of 
which much pains muft be taken, left any of the horm 
fhovild be broken, which would fpoil all. 

The under (ketch may in fome meafure affift the 
reader, in forming an idea of this Angular fpecies of 
fence. 
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The Scotch fir> a^ is only reprefeoted as having the . 
>vhole tier of branches, which, in the execution, is the 
caie thpoughout. The dotted lines, 3, Ihew the part 
of the fir under the furface, where part of the lower 
tier is reprefented alio below the furface, to keep it 
firm, as has been already obferved* In fbme cafes the 
whole of the lower tier is below the furface, and when 
that takes pbce, the fir is let down to the fecond tt^ % 
this is necefTary in boggy or iamly (oils, which mky be 
difficult to compreis. 

In forming t^i$ kind of fence, the laft two years 
growth is cut away, being confider^d too weak. la 
general, two years growth is below the furface, and 
the growth of four or five years appears above it, after 
cutting off the weak growth. 

It is fcarcely neceflary to remailc, that the more luxu« 
riant the trees are, the greater the diilance they may 
be placed afunder, and viceyerfa. 

In dry fituations, permanent fences of thorn^ beech, 
&c., of a fmall fize, are generally placed behind this 
chevaux-de frife work, which, in .the courfe of four or 
five years, becon^es fubAantial enough to guard ag^inft 
cattle, this bdng about the period the temporary fence 
will laft. In moift fituations, alder and mountain^fli 
sure introduced, and, after being two ieafons planted, 
are formed into a kind of hoop, four feet above the 
furface, which is found to make a complete fence 
againft cattle, when the other has gotve to decay. In 

R 2 many 
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many hiftaiices, hone]rfi>ckle, fweet4)riar, dl iorts of 
cbmrnon briar^ dog-rofes^ &c. arc let in wiidi the tem« 
porary hedge $ dds comraft predates a moft ftrikkig 
efR£ti afid» by the thhe the dry hedge is decafed^ 
thole artielea bik:otiie d moft fermidiable fence. . When 
this plaa is adoptedj ^irhich MjlBl be always m dry UXk, 
the back hedge is altogether omitted. 

On the whde, this Is a very cheap fence, fiiice it iA 
att^nd^d with little more trouble than that of planting 
a comment hedge. When hedges are to be formed 
behind, thfe beft way 46 tfoopen the dHU or trench, to 
the breadth of five feetyby i^trhich tAHixA Both the dead 
and the Hiring hedges may be carried on togedicr, andF 
thus prevent the opening of a fecond trendh, which 
yould only ferve to loofen the ground about th^s barn* 
noorlJ^ 

The ftufF, ufed in this fence, is not fiifficient fbr ribt 
for cabins, ibeep-hardles, common paling, &c.} and' 
as it mnft be cut away at certain periods, it wotiM, of 
courfe, go to lofd, to prevent which> the aboVe ufe is 
fdund the moft eligible.. 

7. CcfJtfHon paRng rfpo/l and raiti fietpi^hurdUi^ tgtc^--^' 
Except to enclofe corn- and hay-ftacks, turf, &c., very 
little ufe is made of comtiion paling: the foregoing 
fenee fuperfedes it, and is performed confiderably 
cheaper 5 befides, the materials, neceflary for a ftrong 
palingj are fold to the country-people, for cabin- 
building, 

* This pbrafe is fometimes ufed inftead of chevaux^de-fftfe. 
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Jwldlogt to ^oofideml^le advs^ot^ to tbe prQpricto^ 
and with infinite ibmc^ to the whole countnr* 

Great nfe is made here of /heep-hurdles, not only 
for fqlding (keep, but for many oth^ pntpofc», fuch 
as fecuring t^e floping p^ru of fu9k ^ceSf which 
haye been made through dreiTed groaods, fnrvpuecBiig' 
old quarries and fand-pits^ whi^ requoe to be^^Ued 
and drelTed in {bme time after the furroundiilg gfowd^ 
have been laid down, aod where the ufe ^f thw 13 
found neceflary after that operation. 

For ihefe^ and a hundred other .purpoies, fhecpt- 
hurdles are ufed; they are eafily placed up, and fop9 
taken down, wfaea apt wanted. Here they are made 
of oak faplings } it would be only throwiag away tifflp 
to make them of any other yoai^g lluiF, which may oe- 
.pfflarily be cut down, as they would laft no length of 
itime^ Four Ihillinga a dozen is the ufbal price pai4 
4br making them» and u doacea will extend fpur perdiei 
in lepgth. 

Seyeral other i^ctes <rf feoca might 1^ a^ei^dpqc^ 
according to /ituaiions and drcumftances^ b^t the fory- 
gdng are in qioft general, afe. 



Sbct. 4* Prepqratm of tie Soils fir planting. 

Many were the expedients made uie of, to prepare 
the iirils, and promote the planting of the extenfive 

and 
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•and varied improvements of Rafli. The fear followidg 
I ihall briefly ftate, being the mod general. 

I. Soils, that came within the power of the plough, 
were trenched by the Kentifh -vfrhcel-plough, drawn 
by fii bullocks in the yoke fa(hion. This kind of pre* 
paratioo anfwered completely fo far; but there was 
another objcft ia view, namely, as the ploughing was 
performed deep, a vaft number of ftones were dit 
covered and procured, which otherwife would have 
been for ever loft ; by this management they ferved to 
i>uild a great part of the Louth fences already fpokea 
of. 

There were about fifty acres of this defcription pre- 
pared for planting. The operation, it is true, was te- 
dious ; I dare fay not more than a rood of ground 
daily was ploughed. The plough was attended by fix 
or eight able labourers, bciSdes the ploughman and 
driver. The men ' were provided with long oaken 
poles, ftiod with iron, which ftrved as levers to turn 
out the rqcks, which the plough difcovered. Crow- 
irons were ufed for raifing the finaller ftones. AH 
ftones, that appeared a:bove the furface, were pre- 
vioufly taken up, and carried away before the ploygh- 
ing commenced. 

Upon the whole, this was found a cheap mode of 
procuring ftones, as the parts where they were ufed 
lay very convenient. Had the diftance exceeded a 

mile. 
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^ile, this plan would have been given up, as ftones re- 
gularly quarried would have come cheaper. 

There is at this time a very material difFerence be^ 
tween the growth of the trees, where the foil was thua 
treated, and in fimilar foils, which had no preparation 
at all. It is at leaft as the proportion of ten to fifteen 
in favour of the trees where the land was ploughed 5 
tliat is, trees planted ted years ago, where the foil was 
prepared as above, are now (1802) fully as forward as 
plants put out fifteen years back, without any prepara* 
tion. How long this great afcendancy may continue! 
to prevail, time only will tell. 

2. Large fcopes of dry, hungry, (hallow foils ; Ibme 
almoft covered with broom, furze, and other fponta* 
jaeous growths, in a flate of nature. But the greater 
part was formerly occupied by little farmers^ who knew 
that their inheritance was only to be of fliort dura* 
tion, and, of courfe, worked out the foil to the loweft 
ebb. 
To trench or plough foils of the foregoing dcfcrip- 
tions was thought unneccflary, as that, of courft, 
-would only render them ftill lighter, and, confe* 
qaently, unfavourable to planting. . 

In the firft cafe, clofets were formed through the na- 
tive bru(h-wood, of different (hapes and fizes, (b as to 
contain from ten to thirty plants, more or lefs, at about 
three feet apart, and often nearer, but fcarcely ever tp 
exceed that diflance. Five thoufand plants to the acre arc 

not 
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fiot uocoQimoQ in fuch iitua^icybs, vhere th^ are hijgfi, 
and much expofed.to the weft,, ^c > wliicliy indeed^ t9 
generally the cafe throughout all the elevated plapta* 
tioi](6 here. In thofe Jiigh fituatipns, Urch, beech, and 
Scotch fir are principally made choice qf, and. in all 
ficuations oak is never omitted, though in tbjs dry hun- 
gry ones it gets pn tardily for fome years} b,ut, through 
dmc, wheQ (heUer becomes eftabliOied^ and the foil 
tendered firm and cpmpa£t by being at reft, it is fur- 
prifing to find hpw rapidly the oak :will get on ^ It 
feems fuddenly to appear, after a certain period* as bj 
enchantment. 

The natural fti^lter^ afforded here, required much 
attenti9n to ma}ce it ufeful, without becoming injiirioas 
to the young plants : it was necefTary to have them 
narrowly attended, apdto cnf away all ilraggling Ihopts 
of the fpontaneous growths, that might whip, or othet- 
wife injure the ypui^g plants. This ,work ihould. never 
be omitted before the commencement of the autumnal 
ftprmsy at which feafon plants are apt to fu^er moft hj 
the intrufion of their encroaching neighbours, which 
ftiould never be fufTered to gain* the afcendancy over 
the new-'planted trees j otherwife all is loft without 
redemption. 

In four or /ive feafons the yoniig plantatipns genC' 
rally out-top the native growth; but it is necellary for 
fome time longer to keep down the bruih-woodj for^ 

. fo 



fo long as it finds air, .it wSl jget foryr^i, Mdx^fe ^ 
the lower part^ of thc^owng pl^nt? Jptjecomc naked- j 
fo that the true .way% qever to £bffer tl\e ip^ntanoot;! 
plants to g^t a-head in the dofets i and x\xe n^^xg^^ 
left for fheker, may be taken away by Uttle tod litftU^ 
as the young trees can afford. The oearfr the Scotd^ 
$r are planted to each other, the fppnor .the U^6^g 
plants will difappear; but it is better economy to^jpnjt 
in plenty of valuable timber at the begUming* ^hao.. to 
depend wholly on Scotch £r, or finy ptber ipeciea oi 
pine, except the larch, £ace, in time, they make b^ 4 
poor figure and return, in poUit of profit, when jxxow 
pared to others. 

I believe it is fcarcely necefiary to obierve, tbat^ ii| 
thofe and all other expofed fitnajdcms^ ivUl^m pltUMf? 
ing very young, there could be no chance of fiiccefi* 
Oak, beech, birch, hornbeam, fycamore^ &c. niever o^ 
ceed four yearsj being generally two years tnmlplaiitedf 
Scotch fir and larch are conmionly p4U out for good ;y 
thre^ years, in which cafe they are put jo^to nuriibry at 
one year old ^ but this fyllem is only confinied to the 
yery. expofed fituations* 

Now that I am treating of expofed fituatipos, Ijtbidl 
mention a circumtftance of fome importance, which 
occurje|l a few y^ars ago, and which was the c& 
feft of chai^cci rather than of premeditated ipecik 
^ion. 

Soflae 
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Somele^dfing-beds of Scotch fir grew uncommonlf 
thick and loxariaht the firft feafon. It was judged 
thatj if let to remain two lealbnd in the feed-bed, 
which is the ufual time, they would be of little or no 
vahie. The great luxuriance was caufed by a large 
portion of ttirf*a(hes being ufed in thp compoft, a hint 
which has been flnce improved upon, and found of 
mfiiiite ferVice for many kinds of feedlings. 

A number of beds were prepared to receive the 
plants, which were intended to be thinned out. The 
plants were raifed by a fmall three-pronged fork, ca- 
pable of raifing only as many plants as occupied about 
two fquare inches, perhaps from twenty to forty plants. 
In fltort, about half the plants were taken up in this 
mauncr, and the vend fpaces immediately filled with 
good mould. Inftead of bedding out the plants, thus 
raifed, individually, they were planted out in fmallcr 
dufiers, from four to eight in number, more or left. 
Thcfe clutters were placed at about nine inches apart, 
fome promifcuoufly, and fome in lines; the latter I re- 
Commend, unleis the foil be extremely clean. 

The plan propofed was, that the plants bedded out 
Ihould be lined out, and formed into a regular nurfery 
the year following; but behold, when that was at- 
tempted to be put in practice, the fcheme failed, for 
the roots were found to be fa matted and interwoven 
together, that any attempt to feparate them was found 
imprafticable, without injuring the whole. Of courfc 

they 
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they.^ere fuffered to remain for another ftufid, i»hen 
they were piit out for good in chifters^ withoat any at* 
tempttofeparate theok * • i 

The confequence of tfai$ ipedes of plantiDg was>4hat 
in three years it made. a fuller figure 1n« eKf^ofed fitu»* 
tionS) than planting in the common way had done in 
five feafbns. In fuch Gtuations what we wast is, to 
cover the farface as ioon as poffiUe^ and, of courie, 
create ihelter, and for -both this method w extremely 
well calculated. It is idle to imagiQe» that we ihoal4 
debar ourfehes from timber in future by following 
this plan; every experienced planter Knows^ that, if ft 
feed43ed of any fort was fuffered to go on its. own 
way^ a fuiScient number of plants would furvive, and 
lull all the reft ; and in the prefent inftance thiaJs fully 
demonftrated, fince only one Aem can now be traced 
from tbofe clufters, which were firft planted out here^ 
being only fix years prior to the preient year (iSoa).*" 
. Since the above- difcovery^ this praftice has been 
continued Jiere, but is principally confined to Scotcli 
fir, that bang the beft calculated for expofed fituations. 

One 

* l^his mode has an advantage over the common onCf iii« 
afmuch as the wind has little or no power of difturbing the 
plants, they being balanced from the furface for feveral years. 
The writer never experienced an inftance of any of this tlu/kr" 
planting (a name which he has adopted) ever yielding to 
ftorms, whereas thoufands give way every feafen when p«t 
out in the common way^ and, in high moift fituations, are per* 
petually loofening by ftorm^. 
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. OaeJttitTb^gdtB Aaotber. £«crf Id&d of attderwiaod 
tukj be piit>Qiic t/B .ctttftors, m ftnmg boikp logethn^ 
snftead of plandng it fingly. Back gfam^ds j&^y be 
fiUs4^ mfQnkiifigjftisiAhems^ &c« wkh flnmg oialles 
df lUaCy iabHiiuitny.fyiuagaj. ftc; and.maayotlierad* 
9atitages>iiiaxl>e.takco, wbarje ibr^iibs aad undenirood 
Of e plciu»y. 

Lam netrJaddi^ait.fbin^ apprefa^nfiooa, chat many of 
Biy..xeadftra ariJiiaok Qpcm itMs' mode to be a moft 
fioeeady ene, 'and, as it wete^ a /wMful wafte of plaoite. 
Sodiey^kaQ<; jbutithen it Should be coofidcred^ hom 
mocb4iaieii gaioed -by this metbod^ a&d^ow Hctle is 
ibe. hazadd ^i^ rim^ befides, Scotch fir is always a 
icheap article; ten chon&nd fdatits inay be procured 
from ooe pottad of (eed, ^hich ia Scodaad leidoa 
cofts liiore>thaQ three ihilliogs. But to return to the 
iecood pact of this fobjeA. 

Oa 4fae worn-out groaods, occupied )>y faraaers aad 
labonfers, there was oothiag more to do thaa to en- 
clofe and plant; as treyiditog or plonghing, as has 
beea obferved, would only ferve to reader the ioS 
lighter^ which was chiefly the greateft fault of thefe 
grounds. Here^ in general, fhelter was to be ci^eatjed) 
which is afually done by lowing broom and fijirze- 
jfeeds> fometioies in crooked or zig-sag liaeSy but moft 
Commonly in patches. The latter mode ia' general 
fliould be preferred) as the brpom particularly makes 
a tonfpicuous ^w the iecond year, aad> befides the 

Ihelter 



the whbl<e dtkririg the fear rofuiitF. The Viofencc of the- 
\rtid« is more completd^r brok^h by fo^ving hi patched^* 
thats in Ihic^ as the ftidtcr, ajfordid By the Htifet^ 
inode^ i^ otily ^anial; the yotmg plants are dfo mbri? 
cafily prefcrved from being Iwitched by the brob&i itf 
cafes of patches, than m thofe of llttes. 

TTibugh heretofore the pi^ftlfce ofTox^g fv/rtc4c^^ 
in patches has been adopted j yet the tfnxf, fot wKSiif 
tiras intendtd, Had not always the defired rffRrff/ It 
Atvct matoes: fo rapid ^ progrcfy, of, at feaft/ li fcft^ 
confpicuous iti patches, than oh thr backs 6f dHches^^ 
in the faode fpsce of tone: On the back of a dhdh^ it 
will mak^ a figute, and afford (htSter the fecond iea^ 
foiv; Whereasf, in patches, it pertorttis Ihtfe 6( ehhcr in^ 
lefs than four years, by which time the plantktlonr ge^' 
nerally affords itfelf fufficient fheltef . The end* of 
anfwering the protedtiott of game i^ aTfb fr^quehWy 
defeated, and" efpedally where Scotch i!r is thickly 
planted, which, in high fitifatidnS, is here always the'' 
cafe. So foori as tAe Scotch Rt beghis^ to m6fetf, frdm 
that period there is' aft end to any adValitage arifing 
from furze fowh with a vieW of fhelter tht*oti^ plan- 
tations} {b that, on the whole, brbotn fhould be ^re^' 
furred fof temporary fhelter} but on the' backs' -of* 
ditches furze-feed fhould be always' fown in preference' 
to broom, on account of the great length* of time it 
lafts ^hen rcgulatly cut, Hefe it ?s ali^ays fown 

broad-caflr 
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broad-caft /Over the whole of the back t^the ditchV fo 

that one^half may be cat wbilfl the other part remaios 

for Iheltery by which means complete Shelter is aever 

wanted. In foar or five years, after fowing, the part. 

of the farze next the thorn-quicks is commonly cut, 

which always gives the latter the. aftendancy for the 

ttmeto come. A quart of found ieed is fully fufficient 

for thirty perches broad-cafi^ but confiderably left will 

anfwer, when fown in a drill. 

In this place it may not be atnifs to remark, that the 

Scotch fir, oTually put out in dufters, as ftated in this 

feAioD, is moft commonly planted in grounds of the 

latter defcription, or thofe formerly occupied by £ar* 

mers and labonrers« as not being much fubjeft to 

luxuriant weeds, or to fuch fpontaneous growths as 

the former. 

3* Thin, wet, fpouty foils, in general much expo(ed. 

To encreafe the depth of foils of this uatore, and 

^ib to drain and render them Vholefome, for the re- 

. ceptionof plants, were the chief objeAs to attend to. 

. From Ibils not more than three or four inches deep, 

with a hard fubftratum, almoft impenetrable to water, 

little could be expeAed. Draining was found of little 

or no advantage to fuch ibils i in fome meafure it 

ferved to carry off the redundancy of water, but very 

little encreafed the depth of the furface. 

Recourfe, therefore, was had to another expedient, 

which ahfwered both ends, namely, draining, aad 

deepening the foil. ^ 

One- 
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Dne-thtrd of the furface was ftrippedi and 1^ upon 
the other two-thirda, cauiing the two fwards to mee^ 
fhe better ta reduce them. This eocrea&d the depth 
of vegetable foil .from fo.ur to fix inches, over which 
two inches more of the fobftratum was thrown up« 
which gave a depth, for planting, of eight inches. The 
laft coviering liot only encrea&d the deptb^ bat ierved 
to give weight and liability to the whole. 

In performing this work, it was of little conieqnence 
whether the furrows and ridges were formed crooked 
or ftraight ; they were fometimes one way, and fome* 
times the other; the difpofition of the ground always 
directed the courfes of the ridges ; up and down hUlf 
where the land was not over fteep or fudden ; but^ 
where the ground tended abruptly, the diredlion was 
always carried obliquely to the hill, the better to prci* 
vent the foil from being wafhed away. 

This mode varied according to circumftances. Where 
the foil was much dtfpofed to mdfture, the breadth of 
the furrows was three feet, and that of the ridge fix 
feet ; but, in foils more dry, the breadth of both were 
encreafed, in order to prevent the drought from taking 
place too much in the fummer feafbn*, a precaution 
which in many inftances was very neqeflary, as no« 
thing could be more efTential than to guard againft 
both extremes. 

This work wasv always performed one year at leaft 
before the pl;inting took place, by which ticgic the fur- 
faces 
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Std6h 6f toffi thfe'ndgfei ahcF furxdwij wfet^ tfidfdtighly 
i^Ufced) aiid" tlit (fiif fbil, which was caff at top. Had 
Ae frff bfentfitf 6f the winter^ firoff artd fiimther*s 
ibtt. As tifls wbflt wis generally performed' in antumtt', 
if frgcjpi^iidy h^d the advantage of two winters and 
ob^ fiiiiHtter,' ta amelforate and form a good abiding 
fcffl,' teiry fit for the refception of plants ; conliderably 
more fo, than haiJ it* been planted^ the fpring immte- 
dhtely aftdi" iSife opdratibm 

tt6r& It ifiay not be amlfs to remark, tliat" fprinj- 
plamfng is almolF uxiiverfally followed; citpcrienctf 
Kating long agb^^ poiiitifd out, that tHoTe foilsr and^ 
pieffs itt not ca&tilate J for airthimnal phnting. 

Grdiind,' pr^afed asf abovie, is gerilersflly managed' 
for a/, an' acre j Being at the rate of 6f. aii acre,, if thi 
#Hiile hitf got a' fliorongfi' tfencbing, which praffice at 
the commencemeiSc^ took plate" iK* raifed tredclfinlgj^ sd 
it Is termedi Af #ad, Kowever, foon dHfcovercd*, that 
the raifcd tfcnthing became too dry in fiimmei^ 5 noi^ 
was the qilraiitity of vegetable firif, that the fituatiorirf 
affordid, applied fd cfffeftualiy for the nouriffitnent of 
the trees, in the latter, as m the fbrmcY caie* Thefe 
confideratSoris,» with the great dtfferehce in poitii! of ek* 
pence, ga!ve, of courfe, the preference to thrf" former 
mode. 

the 

* Ratfed trenching is preferred in wet foils» and the trees 
are planted without leveiliDg the ground, and left always io 
that (late. 
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The fourth and mofl: univerfal fyftem of planting, in 
mountainous and expoled fituatlons^ was purfued ac- 
cording to the following plan. 

Small ditches were made in feveral direAionsj fome- 
times crookedi at other times ftraighti but ipoft com* 
monly of a winding difpofitionj always taking an ad« 
vantage of the fituation and expofupe. .There were 
three principal objefts in view, namely, the draining of 
the ibil ; the creating of (belter ^ and fecuring a fujffi* 
ciency of earth to nourifli the trees. The more cac- 
pofed, the nearer it was neceflary to introduce the 
ditches -, but for brevity fake I (hall (et down the ave- 
^'rage diftance at twenty-one feet apart. An acre, ac- 
cording to this diftance, contains 320 perches of 
ditch i and, by allowing fourteen"TTees to t^e perch, 
the number to the acre i^ found equal to 4,484 ; one 
thoufand of which, at leaft, were always oak. 

Oak, a(h, and fycamore, were chiefly preferred for 
^ the main or permanent timber y beech was fometimes 
introduced, but this article does not bear cutting, when 
put into the faces of ditches, fo well as the foregoing. 
Inftead of planting alternately, the different kinds were 
put in, in groupes ; but I (hould have remarked before^ 
that great quantities of moQntain»a(h, alder, birch, 
poplar, &c., were introduced in ftrong bodies between 
the valuable plants, varying all the articles (except the 
oak, which was univerial) according to the nature of 
the.fdL 

* The 
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The order of pfamtiiig oiay be ealUy underibod from 
the foUowiQg iketcb of fotir divlfioas^ which I fluU 
fuppoie equal to fourlquare perches. 
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9i reprefeats oakf two or three in a group. 
a, > alh, from three to fix ditto. 
/, fycamore, two or three ditto. 

It is not at <aU neceifary to be exadl with refpeA to 
the inferior kinds planted in the intervab> as they are 

. to 
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to fe<iliafway when' they begki to interfere widi tht 
others; fS»t incNre'that-arepiit'tt,'tlifc%etter. Sometiiiiet 
SpanifiidiefDut and wytch ekn «re coafidered tmoiig 
the vahiable kinds, but for the former the foil moft bt 
food, and itatarally wholefbnie, which in thofe fituar 
tions weieldoai meet. A(h is always put in plenti* 
-felly, becaufe it is a good article for fale whilft young. 
The general breadth of thofe finall ditches is three feet 
tad a half, and^die depth fromdghteea inches to twa 
feet, and they are made for 4d» a perch, being equal to 
5/. 6/. 9il. an acre. The furface of the gripe is ftrippedi 
and laid under the quiok, with the fward downwards; 
the remaining good foil is caft over the fward, part 
' under, and part oter the qmck. Tlus nught be per- 
formed in autumn, and the ditches may be finiihed hi 
the courfe of the feaibn. The ftr^ooger 4he plants are, 
the better^ as, when cut, the ftroager diey will (hoot; 
* I often planted them fo thick -as i walkmg-ftick. They 
<fhould be cut before they are put in, but it is neceflary 
to go over them again, after the ditch is finiflied, to 
drefs and fmooth off any wounds, that they migiit have 
received during -the operation^. The faces of thofe 
ditches are always fronting the eaft as much as pqil 
lible, ih order that the bank may afford the more ifaeU 
ter. The banks are always (own with broom-fired, 
broad»caft. 

This mode may appear to be eitpenfive, but I (ball 
prcfently fiiew to the contrary. 

s 2 It 
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It is about lep years ago fioce ibis fyftem w« firft ia* 
irodiicedt aad ikoe ||iat time there have been upwards of 
ootf hjnodred acres fifMci, accordiog to it. From part 
of the early plantifig, one thonfaod of t)|e. inferior tree# 
per acre fiave be^ cut awaj> vi^ich fold fyt %l. 6i. id. 
bfi the purpofe of (hovel apd fork handles^ which is 
only valuing chem at two-pence each» cdear of all ex- 
peace, but they frequently fell confiderably higher; 
good ones iell at fouripence each. Sut tlie profit doc^ 
uptrend bere^as tt^inture growth of the timber, thus 
jdiipofedofj will fc^ ieveral years anfwer many pur- 
poies, fiich as turf-creels^ &Ct for whi^h there is al« 
ways a great deoi^dy: But the jthianing of the aih 
will, in. a (horK/thne, bring m^re than Rouble the 
abov?. . o. : 

^ Jt is now clearly uoderftood, and I am fore that I 
ajsi under .the a^arkj whff n I fay, ,tbat, in fifteen years» 
^each acre will re(ura .ao/., and this by cutting away 
only Qich inferior ,^nff$ as would, if fuSered to remain, 
^irrecoverably deftroy the principal timber, which, oF 
courfe, will require tMf^ning in its turn, but not till 
oonfiderable profit may be made of it* 

In (hort, this is the mod profitable fyftem for moun- 
tain planting I know of; and its eireAs,.as being pic- 
turelqu^ afe already fully demouflrated here. Such 
planting aflfumes a fuller appearance in five years, than 
Uny other fpecies of plant^ig, in fimilar foils and fitua^ 
"tions, would have done in feven or eight years. 

At 
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At the time this praAice was begun, the idea of 
planting the dofets or interrals was out of the qcie& 
tion, the foil in general being lb wretchedly bad ; but 
two or three years made a wonderful alteijation in it 
for the better ; and every year, in proportion as the 
fhelter is encreafing, and the drainage eiTeAed by the 
fmall ditches operating, the foil is becoming better and 
better i fo that thofe dofets are filled ^p f<t>m time to 
time with coore valuable tiinber, fuch as larch and 
beech, and ibmetimes Scotch fir, to ^iven the icene^ 
and afibrd fbme variety for a few yeafs. 

It would be aa endlefs performance to enumerate 
the difFerenc fecondary modes of planting made ufe of 
here, as many of them differ very little from fuch as 
are praftifed in other parts. My chief objeA was to 
point out fome of the moft difficult undertakings^ io 
order to ibew what induftry and. perfeverance may ac- 
compUfh, and that in k few years. But before I tdce 
leave of this fubjeA, I beg leave tp lay before the 
reader the method followed with refpeA to sdi oak 
wood, which had been partly on the dedine, and, o£ 
courfe, was cu;t down fome years ago* 
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Sect. 5. jIn aecfmnt cfthe managenunt cfan Oak ^oood^ 
nvbich had heenjwr many years on the decline ^ prior to 
the year 179a, at which period the following fcheme 
was c$mmenced. 

Between maety and a huDdred actcs of ftragglisg 
dak woods about ten years ago exhibited a miferaUe 
]^iire, beittg by far the greater part fe far decayed^ 
that the bark coidd not be firxpped oiF in fammer at 
die ufnal tune of cutting down oak \ fo that it was a 
tiatter of indifference what feafon the trees were cut 
dbwn at, fince no profit of any account refuhed from 
ffite bark. 

There were rarSous opinions and cosje^ures, pre* 
TOUs CO the cuttiiig down; it was almoft univerfally 
a^eed, that, fince the oak had given upy no new fpe* 
ties would fttcceed, the foil bdng fo dry and exbaufted, 
and ifCvx it was better to let the oak condnue in the 
ftate it was, to linger out its exiftence. Thefe fudle 
advices were laid afide, from the well known laws. of 
nature, as it is a faA, that requires but little demon- 
ftration to prove, that every plant is capable of fearch- 
ing for juices moft congenial to its own fupport. It is 
a very weak argument to advance, that, becaufe the 
oak declined, other plants ihould not fucceed; the 
former had abforbed all the nourifhment from the 

foU, 
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SaSiff that was copgeniU toitfetf» \mt left ample allows 
ance of other joicea fiiiled to diffetcnt kinds of foreft* 
tvcjes^ whtchy. iince the aboire period^ is fully evinced 
from the rapid growth and vigour of every article put 
out- 

As the fituatioQ was very much expofed to the weft^ 
fiielter wasi a great ob^Jt ; on that account all the 
under-growth was preferved^ which coniifted chiefly 
of heath and whortle-herry } but thefe articles being of 
a very humble growth, and only occurring parttally> 
recourfe was had to another expedi^t to raiie fiieltery 
which was, not to plant for two fealbns after the oak 
bad beea cut down ; that is, that there IhouM be two 
yeai^ growth of the fuckers produced from the ftook 
of the oak ib cutj which, in general^ afforded fuffident 
flieher. 

Larch, beech, and S<otch fir, were the chief ardcles 
put out, as the fcH is of a dry hard nature} but at pre- 
lent a great number of the latter are cutting away 
from the earlieft planting, to give room to the larch 
and beechji which are going on moft vigoroufly. In^ 
deed, contrary to expeAation, many of the oak, cut 
down, are out«topping every other kind; theie, of 
courie, are encouraged, and fuffered to enjoy their 
Urth-right. 

Fron^ a defir^ of not making thofe trafts too naked 
of a fudden, at the time of the general cutting, many 
trees were fuffercd to rcroaiuj where there was any 

appearance 
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appearaace.of health ; but (ince^ this practice has^heeH 
found not to anfwer fully the end it was mtended for ; 
the trees fo left made but very little progrefs, and the 
early planting, even in the fpace of ten years, has al* 
ready overwhelmed them ; and now, when it is abfo- 
lutely neceflary to cut them down, there is a great dif- 
ficulty in getting them through the young plantations ; 
fo that, on the whole, it is much better to cut down all 
the ozYLfmact-Jmooth the firft day (which mode is put 
in praAice here of late years), unlefs fome particular 
reafbns demand the contrary. 

The holes were always made immediately before the 
planting took place, as the foil was fo fcanty, that, by 
Biaking them any length of time prior to the planting, 
it would be found much reduced by the weather, and« 
from its nature, would receive but little benefit from 
the influence of froft. Indeed, of late years, the mode, 
that is ufually followed in fuch fituations, is, to have 
two men making the hole, chopping the whole of its 
contents within itfelf ; two more follow planting, and 
fcooping the mould towards the edge of the bole, fo as 
to leave a fufficient cavity to receive the roots of the 
plant. By this means, not a particle .^f the mould 
efcapes through the heath and other fpontaneous 
growths. The furface and under-flratum of the holes 
are incorporated together ; and, if the feafon (hould 
prove very dry, the furface of the hole is mulched 

with 
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^wt^ makf which is always ioahd in ^rcat plenty upon 

It 18 needtefs to bbferre here) that planting very 
jcoag^nrnft be preferred; and that doie .attention tnuft 
be paid for a few years to the plants, till they get the 
aicendancy of the native growth ; fpring planting is 
alfo f<>u&d to fncceed heft. 

. Perhaps in this place it may be acceptable, to rehte 
a drcnmftance relative to the application of lime on the 
Anmps of oak«trees, immediately after bdng cut down* 
Since the year 17949 the following praAlce has beea 
invariably attended to with fuccefs, fo far as time has 
proved the refolt I fiiall only mention one fubje^lj 
which may ferve for the reft. 

In fpring 17941 a ftool, or group of oak, confifting 
of five ftems, all of which were fo far decayed, that 
there was no chance of the bark firipping, had thef 
been left uncut till fummer, at the ufual time of taking 
off the bark, were cut quite clofe to the furface, 
or fo near it as the old ftock could bear the operation. 
One gallon of lone, quite frefh (being a few minutes 
before flacked), was ufed for the five trees ; it was 
fcattered over the furface of the ftumps, and a few 
inches round their edges -, the whole was immediately 
covered over with fods, keeping the fward part upper- 
moft. . 

The (hoots, which were produced the fummer fol« 
lowing, were the moft vigorous I ever faw, even from 

fiocki 
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Jkxks itt fiffi Jogcmt aiuL p8ime.oCJifii, \ Mor 999Nn tfef 
produced about the edge of the ftump^ as is iJfiqd -iv 
Gomnoa cafoy hiit at ^mcdMlaii^ &ita it." . T3ie 
ffidots alio -ment pc odoced coafiderably fewer wImtc 
the Imie had been nfed^ than where it had DOt^ aiid^of 
CQm&, they grew more T^orooflj; 

It appears from this experiment, that the iiaaH' pot^ 
tioa of &py whhch remaiitfd u^. the roots suid ftoek, 
was efiefioaliy fi;ared np^ and prevented from being 
exhaled at the natural time of flowing; as frooi the 
moiftare the lime fi)on became inovft^c^ and afted as 
a kind of cement, and, of conrfe, prevented fockem or 
yoimg ihoots frotn being produced^ at or near the 
edges of the ftumps, which is moft commoD> as a)- 
feady obferved. 

I mentioQ thb for the informatiox^ of dioib, who may 
be concerned iq^ihe management of decayed woods; a 
onrnmftance, which has been fairly proved very weH 
wordi attending ta The five ftems only took one gat-> 
kn of lime ; a barrel of forty-two gallons (the Aand* 
ard) would go over, by this proportbo, 210 trees ; an 
^sdlowance of timber iQ moft caies fuffi(;ient for a plan- 
tation acre. 

Mo&y or any other moift covering, tha^ may not be 
blown oflT by the wind, will anfwer as well aa fods ; 
and, if none are convenient, any mould will do ; bot^ 
^t all events, the lime muft be covered, and kept fo. 

Sect. 
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alfrtfurthe n^ ^tBwd mode of laying down bad lands. 
to the greateft peffe^jknm 

Bringing in land by fowtng potatoes thereon, has 
been purfocd here for many year» back, with great ad- 
vantage and benefit, both to the proprietor, and to the . 
individuals who derive under him. 

Within the laft fifteen or iixteen ^ars, prior to 
i8oa, npwards of 150 acres have been Ibwn with 
potatoes, chiefly by the labourers of the demefne ; per- 
haps fifty of the above number of acres were plante(|« 
and the remainder laid down. 

In the former cafe it is ufual to plant firft, and to 
low potatoes immediately after, the fame year, in order 
that the trees may gain time. The firft feaibn, it rarely 
happens that the fdls are fuffidently Ipofe uid me- 
liorated, to admit of fetting the potatoes in drills; 
therefore the common bed-fafluon is adopted $ bat, in^ 
Acad of making the furrows ftraight, they are fre- 
quently curved, fo as to avoid the trees, and that they 
may always be ftcured within the ridge, the better to 
have the full benefit of the moifture, and reap every 
poifible advantage from the good fc^l. 

In 



In this place it is rather nnneceflary to remark, that 
the plants muft be of a tolerable fize at the dme of 
jrfantlng thcmr ont, other wHc the potatoc ftalks worald* 
crref\rhclm them. I fliall only obfenrc, that the trees, 
when pat oat, are not lefs than three feet in height, 
and that very few of the pine kind are planted in thole 
cafes, except larch, which is not ib fubjeft to foffer id 
the foliage as the other ipedes are. ' 

The fecond, and fometimes the third and fourth 
years, it is ufual to drill out potatoes, in the lame Ibil 
where they have been bedded or ridged oat the firft 
leafon ^ nor isH ancommon to have a crop of turnips 
the lall leafon, which generally fucceeds very welL 

It is needlefs to remark how rapidly plantations, 
thus managed, get on; but. this fyAem myft be coo- 
fined to particular fituations ; in expofed ones it can* 
not be put into praALce, as, by keeping the foil loofe 
forifuf:h a length of time, it could not be friendly to 
young plantations, froiy what they muft lufTer by 
fiorms. In Arong abiding Ibils, not much expofedj this 
mode can only be introduced to advantage. 

In the fecond cafe, or that of preparing land for lay* 
iog down by fowing potatoes, experience has fully 
evinced the great advaptage of it in this demefne, and 
efpecially on coarfe, boggy, and marfliy foils, where 
this mode of preparing them for laying down is gene-i 
rally and fuccefsfully followed. 

The 



and ffiruigi (if aa;>4re cut pC »iQ€l't4in,|)0rt|Qii x)£it}ip 
forface U IburAf^i ^.^ifift Uks^im^wYingUm tf^Hft- 
to^i ioiked very o£oeo;.4he)CMpiegsb<sl||lilbl^^ ^oa 
Ji^ quuHltf of aftk^ ip pl^iif^t^thjQlMiaoy ^iy(t%i|Cp 
fr/CHA other m«aii(«8, aod gf o^41j^ yeiry, pl^t^^ fefi^e^ 
sire prodnoed tkt^ ^rf^ifyifo^i Tvrt> fii^c^e^g cropli 
of ^otttoet are jdwAjr^jitakeo offi ittK^cftfcoM^ jci^ i$ 
genec^ly. dfiUed» a0d» of cwftfei a,ii»»}l^iialtipa-<0f mar 
nure ferves-, but this manure is c^ilAitoly.ccHiqpQfed 
•of riek modld aod duAg.; ,aflt^ jiciQ^}i^blQaii^:nfe4.^he 
iecood ieafoQi iaiid dj^ecfoUy* vlwr^ tbey^ have beea 
4tfed ihe ^reeedibgyfaf / as it is wisJl k^wn^ :tl^7 ^r^ 
jtoo lesihattftaog. iltKHi ibila, if|Copio{i6yt applied, froiR 
tbe great .propottfitytb^ybaTj^ of lat^ortiiog the. native 
oil from the ibiL :.., 

Qat» is the afilsd crop to layf dPWa yithi with pknty 
of Jiay^feeds^ cftuefty of tbe ivbUemddov^ Iciods, which 
are found to chrive:.beft^<iitid laC^lOag^i ia mpft of 

thofcAas*. •,/:;;<.-.:; ' = .. - v. 

Fpr.tbeftrftci»poiipolitpes ihe^laboarera are not 
chtrgedi but fi>r .the-ftoond crop.they.pay at the rate 
of forty IhilliDgs aa acre. ; The crop of oa^s. the. thir4 
yearjs worth 4Araa ae#e, dear of all exp^ace ; fo that 
this.bfiaga a ycafljr profit to the proprietor, dtiriag the 
operadoQt of thiity'fliilliogs aoaually, allowing isin an- 
anal rent of ten ihillings an acre for the original value 
of ihe land, had it not beci| brought into a courfe of 

culture 



eOxme at aH/ 'wtiteli, indeed, ii teO^ ^kly «ted. 
Sands ^cf <Ms dclcripdoQy afler bm^ lAd^owm, iec 
-firom two ;I0 four guifieai aa acre for ocad^w. 

fa a^fMxiailfedbdstriddy 1^^ as Una b, there 
cao 1)e no doobc 'Off being lAde to procure {>eople fafi- 
^enAj numemad to few potatoes every ftatfon «poB a 
large igsale; aod llad tlus ttode beaa adopted tveaiy 
•years «go, abooi the time oF thecoomaiiciiaeflKatiof iay- 
jDg dow!i4ie;grottkd9s4aafiy pottbdn svould have beea 
ifal^ to Lord Motmtjoy^ 

la lands ^f the foregoing dtfci^tion, this <niode is 
^hecbcs^eft^ alid aoft effeftnd to bring them inco a 
ftoStiHAe ftaie. Sven in the very b^ft foib, i am con- 
fident «faat dtetaUng off two iuoeeflbre cvops 4^ pota- 
toes ^1 always >be found the beft eoononr^ both for 
the proprietori and the community at lai^ if this 
r^Qi was fully and wiiYer&Ily eftabiilbed» thene could 
fcareely <be any dmiger of die poctr:foffeiang9 oir ape- 
tvencing the Hke 4iftref6 dkey underwent in the yeavs 
i8oo» and i8oi; nor could the country be oTerftocked 
with potatoes at any time^ if the ie^dtag of oattle with 
them were m^rc isnivierGdly adopted. Jf the poor «iaa 
had fix or eight baarrds of pototDcS* to fpare, from the 
•flock generally allowed for 4its faniily, how bettor 
could diey ibe applied, than for the iiif^rt of Ilk cow, 
and efpecially in thofe patts, where fodder is moA 
commonly very fcarce f 

Sect. 
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Sect.. :7j^. A dejcr^im^ of the mwtffmvt fftix^ hadt$ ,{f 
, j^e fiver at R^^Jo fwr^asit accet^ffonm jtU ^dmffhe, 
an cOaa, induJi^g, aHJts mm^if^^ ne^lj^tw9 suifes 
an4a half. , . . ^:;.. , , f\ ^ 

. .■' .' •. • '?:: . ■ ./'»' •' 1 

laSoeoi asitf'wtfsifdiiei^dnCtttiiik&itheittpc^^ 
i|4ucb dbiftrmfi^d tbcT^gishr courici o£idie:iMt0r, mtfe 
namovedi^ tH$ ^beaaty of the river vrooM i)e;tii a^;nju: 
tteafare Joft, and the prtodpal pact&vof itfacsiysoeit 
igrowdq (bared, indreadoredalmoftjileU&y'fipim'die 
loag GCMitiniiaace of the tbacfe^atert 'vfaidi^ by veaftb 
of the high<bAifk$ idong^e ri^er^ooiildmot efeape* or 
;^1 \mk. ifU;o>tbe hed of the rlfer^ wheafifac water fidlf 
or^partly^fg b fidcd ther«la>> L 

Tbe.firft pokitnipftradGeiraiiy to confidcr Wa8» hotr 
todiQpofe of thofe. banksy^pr Hpsy to the beft advantage, 
wittch aUDoU accompamed the river riiroogh ^he 4^ 
.4(efi^f aodalwaya near, aad.pacalki t» i^ 

Where the grbuiui .happened to fie hoUour, or low 
faehifld the Up^ there was no diflkolty ta difpofingof 
the &xkS to advaatage, as it was dtfaer wheeled or 
carted back, £> as to make the geaeral fall to the riv^er 
as abrupt as the nature of the jdace could adoiit of, in 
order to prevent the like accumubticHi of faad for the 
time to come. But, previous to the taking away thoie 

banks. 
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banks, the good foil or furface of the parts, on which 
they were intended to be laid, was taken ofi^ and re« 
ferved for a top-drei&ng for the whole, wheii brought 

<totheintenH^d(ha^. This precaution was the mere 
neceHary;'' fince thbfe banks wtere priacip^y compofed 
of barren fands, and of themielves not cilpable of &p> 
porting any agreeable verdure. 
. lo'mDft xa&s the grounds lie very flatbehiod the 
banks 'bo a confiderable extent, what in thefe parts are 
termed hohsy. Jands. Tboie fiats oi holmes bring na- 

rtnraliy extrenHely fertile, the covering of them with the 
barren banks was of courfe ^ven up; therefore the 
barren ftnfF was- in general caft into the river« or 

.buried in fame adjacent pitsor hollows. 

In order to render the (oil wholefome, where the 

, flats, and^ m. fome. places, concatres prevailed^ and 
efpecially when fituated at a confiderable diftance from 
the river, recourfe was had to another expedient, be- 
fides •that of cutting away the banks, atid floping them 
down to the water at ]ow*water-itiark \ fince, in fach 
cafes, the cafBng of the bank, &c. could only be of ufe, 
lb far as that operation could 1^ applied, to caufe the 
water to run off freely when the bed of the river fiib- 
fided, and alfo to prevent the accumulation of the fand 

.in future* 
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The method b fimply thu9^ 




tf» The loweft point of the hohnj at a confiderabtte 
diftance from the river, fuppofe a hundred yardsf. This 
point may be lower than the point b, in the riv&r at 
low-water-mark; but it may be confiderably hi^er 
than the point c, a confiderable way down the rlYer^ 
fuppofe three feet. Now, if the ground be excavated 
from c, to A, making the excavation fliallower and 
fhallower as you approach a, where it fiiould rife out 
to the furface, it is plain, that the whole of tKat quar- 
ter will be Idd dry when the river falls, or arrives at 
low-water-mark. In fmking about three feet at o 
the breadth of the excavation is about] twelve feet, 
and brought to a point at a. The fe^tion of the 

part excavated will appear thus, 

which has no bad cfFcft when 

fwarded over, nor can it be percehred without a clofe 

inlpcftion. Several of the foregoing contrivances have 

been introduced at Ra(h, none of which has been 

ever found to fail. 

T The 
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The back) or ftagnated vrater» is' the beft gnide to 
point but the courfe for iotroducing the excavations or 
difcharges into the river i it has^ however, been oftea 
found aeceflfary to attend to acQUf ate leveb along the 
banks : for inftance, if the fait from i^ to c^ was fomA 
jnconfiderable, it might be eDcreafed, by let^o^ |}ie 
end of the excavation fall into the river at d, inftead ol 
at c. 

It is plain that, when the water fubiides in the river, 
thfi waters of tih^ flats and plains will fall into the ex- 
C2vaJtioQSj and froia thence be immecUately carried ioto 
the river, and all behiod laid perfefUy dry in a few 
hQWS, which has \^eu, invariably the cafe here for 

4 

ipfM^y y^ars back. 

TI^ work is always performed in .Ac fptmg &a(boj 
ip order that the furf^ce may be completely fwarded 
oviert before the autumnal runs let in. With veife(k 
to fwarding, or creating a new furface for thoie exca- 
vations, the belt mode by far is, to make ufe of the: 
old furface; but, bftead of laying it on in regular 
uniform (bds, it Iho^ld be chopped into a number of 
fmall pie^es^ and firmly beateQ together by the back of 
th^ fpadp. Experience has, on many occafions here 
ofmaldog niew furfaces, fhewn the fuperiority of thi& 
practice over all others, in point of {lability and fina 
texture ; but it (hould be attended to early in the fea- 
fon, otherwife it cannot fucceed } l^fides, the old fur- 
face goes further when thus treated. The excavations, 

above 
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above alluded to^ have ia geBeralbeen fwarded from 
the fpace or old iiirface cut away, where the excava-^. 
tion was to be mtroduced ; though the area of the lat«' 
ter/nuft, of courfe>be cddfiderably the greateft. 

It is well underftood in this neighbourhood, that, 
fiace the banks of the river have been diTpofed of, and 
the excavations, &c. perfefted, little or no injury has 
been fuftained, and that the good eWc&^ refulting from 
it have been experienced 46 far up the river as the 
town of Omagh ; but this requires no demonftration 5 
the impedimfeots, which were formerly the caufe of the 
cwitraftion of the water, being removed, the lands up' 
the riTCf, for a confidcrablc way, muft, of courfe, 
benefit thereby, fincfr the water, in its progrefs thro' 
the demefne, meets no oppofiticn. 

Had the banks of the river, from the ftone-bridge^ 
which terminaiies the river on the norths to New- 
t0wo*{lewart, been low, no doubt but tlhe adja- 
cent .lands muft have •fuiFered by the fudden influx^ 
which was occafloned by removing all impediments 
riirough the demefne j but they are quite the reveffe; 
they are bold and permanent, and bid defiance to any 
encroachments or impreffions the water can po^foly 
make. 

' The foregoing part of this work coll upwards of 
tee thoufand pounds ; it was almoft all performed by 
talk or piece-work, of which regular accounts have 
been kept, as well as of all other fpecies of t^flc-work, 
T 2 fince 
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iince the year 1790, prior to which the Various kinds: 
of piece-works have not been brought under regular 
or diftiQ A headsj though. Ya(t fums. had been expend- 
ed ; but the real fpirit of working by taik did not com- 
mence till about the above period. To all parties 
concerned^ every day's experience fully demonftrates 
the great advantages taflc-work has oyer common day's 
labour, which iball be folly explained in another place* 
But to return. 

Wheeling or carting from forty to ilxty yards dtft- 
ance ^ the pric^ by the folid yard is generally from 2J* 
to 3</., and fo on in proportion. When the fiuff was 
call into the river, or immediately diipofed pf upon the 
fyot, the price was ofually fixed by the running perch, 
commonly from 5/. to losi according to the dimenfions 
of the bank or lip, which in many parts exceeds fix 
fret in height above the plane or general level, the bale 
bdng from fifteen to thirty feet, tapering to a pointy 
but the pan of the bank next the river is generally the 
moft abrupt 

But the great expepce did not end here. Vaft gul- 
lies, and breaches in the edges of the river, remained 
to be fecured, many of which were of fuCh magnitude, 
as to require a very ftrong barrier. 

Large creels or kilhes, made of oak and ha2el, were 
generally made choice of; thefe were commonly fix 
feet long, fqur feet wide, and from three to five feet 
deep,, according to arcumAances ^ and in many parts 

two 
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two creeb} perhaps five feet deep each, were let 
down by a kind of lever, one placed over the other, 
both being filled with ftones after bring fecurdy fixed 
at front by a ftrong row of oaken piles, placed within 
about a foot of each other ; the length of the piles ge« 
nerally from fix to twelve feet, and fomedmes more, 
according to the depth of the water. The piles are 
1>ound togethi^r by ftrong liazel wattles. The bark 
wa^ previoufly ftripped off the piles, not altogether on 
account of the profit to be made of it, but upon a pre- 
fiimption that they would laft longer, which indee4 
proves the conjeAure.to be well founded. 

The work is completed by floping the bank down to 
the piles, taking great precaution in introducing tough 
fixis, or fuch as beft agree with water, and that are 
leaft fubjeft to be wafted by the frequent agitation of 
the waves, at or near low-water-mark ; % circumftance, 
which cannot be too well attended to, being the pre^ 
dfe medium, at which the banks of rivers and lakes fuf* 
fer moft ; as banks, when (ecurely formed, and well 
floped, fcldom or ever fuffcr hj flood-water. The com- ' 
mon fedge, or reed-grafs, is admirably well calculated 
to fecure the banks ; on many parts of the hanks of the 
Mourae river (which b the general name) it grows 
fpontaneoully; and, where it fully eftabliihes itfelf, it 
generally fuperiedes all other precautions in point of 
fecurity. Here great induftry is ufed to introduce the 
reed-grafsj which, has hitherto fi^cceeded ; it is cut into 

large 
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large fods m ibme remote parts of the demefae, of 
wherever it can be procured, and placed behnd the 
piles ; and in many inftances it is fdnnd to focoeed 
without any further affiftaace ; bnt tMs mtiA be nnder- 
ftopd oqly o{ thole parts, where die water has no power 
of making much imprei&on. Many odier plants are well 
adapted to fecure againft the incnriions of water, fuch 
as th& flote-grafs, and the creeping bent-grafs* Ruflies 
and ff»rits make a ftrong'and permanent iecnrity to 
•banks, bat in a fine icene they fliould not b^ intro- 
duced, but, upon the other hand, fiionld be moft 
Induftriouily extirpated. Fortunately the banks of 
the beautiful river, which pafles through this demefhe, 
are not much encumbered with any (fifagreeaUie 
plants of the native growth. Where the banks arc 
principally compofed of barren land, the /arg^ ipedea 
of the native coWs-foat has eftabliihed itielf, which is a 
moft fortunate circumftance, as the roots are lb e3&-' 
tremely well calculated to bind the land, and the great 
fize of the leaves efFeftually conceals it in the fummer 
feafon. 

It is Scarcely neceflary in this place to remark, that 
the dtfpofing of the banks, and the creeling, piling, &C4 
went on at one time, fince the fecuring of the verges 
in a great meafure depended upon that mode } for, in 
moft cafes, had the banks or lips been firft taken away, 
or otherwife difpofed of, in one fumoier ieafon, and the 
piling, &c%' introduced the fummer .feafon foUowiogt 
' ' • the 
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the verges of tbe river ivould Ibftr cooCderabiy in the 
interveiUBg -whiter. At the commenceoieiit of tfaofe 
DperadoQS) part of the work Ibftred materially by not 
attendug to the aix>ve precai^oos i this difafter, hov- 
everi ferved one good end> namely, not to truA hi f n- 
tBre to tbe morcy of floods. 

It is plam, that this bulinds altogether mnft be at- 
tended -with great expence. The making of die ^umUT' 
crtdst at ix. each, is equal to about y.Ad, a perch for 
creeling only, befides the es^pcooe of catting and draw- 
ing the ftuiF. The number of piles, neceflfary to fecure 
a perch in length, wovld fell for 8j. for cabin-building, 
, &c. ; fo that, coniideriug the expence of drawing 
. fiones, letting the creels and piles, fioping and foddlng 
■ the banks, &c., the whole cannot be rated at lefs than 
, one guinea a running perch, befides the original coft of 
difpofing of the banks. Setting the creels, driving the 
pilesj and. floping and foddlng the vergeis, are always 
performed by day's work, as it would be found diffi- 
cult to fix a price by piece-work; and befides, too 
much care cannot be taken in thofe operations, fo that, 
even if they could be accurately fettled by talk- work, it 
(hould by all means be avoided, as the leaft miftake or 
hurry might be produftive of a great deal of raifchief ; 
and there is never any temptation of doing any work, 
when performed by day-labour, in a flovenly or bad 
manner. Yet, notwithfianding, ta(k or piece-work 
fhould always be preferred to day-labour, where there 

is 
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€8 any poffibtlity of letdiiig the price with accuracy, or 
that there be no hazard in performing the work hi 
a flovenly manner, without h6ng eafdy deteAed. Ic 
i^eqtiires a long and intimate acquaintance wi(h coontiy 
works, to be abje accurately to invefUgate the varioas 
prices and rates of tafk-work, which mnft in a great 
meafiire depend upon the rates of common day4aboar> 
being the beft guide to go by. 

So much for the weighty works of the banks of the 
riYer, which required to he managed, as above ftated^ 
in a moft permanent manner. Thofe parts, which 
were moft likely to fuller, were always firft attended 
to* 

But as tofuch parts as were not fuffering materiallyt 
fligbter materials were found fufEcient to iecure them. 
Spruce and Scotch firs, from fix to twelve feet lugh» 
were found to anfwer this purpole extremely well. 
Tbefe were cut down with their entire branches, and 
packed together, as cloTe as they could be placed, in the 
parts of the 4>anks difpofed to yield only (lightly, or 
where ftrand*like appearances 'were about to take 
place. In fuch cafes there is nothing more neceflary, 
than to arreft the faods and other materials, which 
may be brought down the river by flopds. 

The ftrand or naked parts being judidoufly covered 
with brn(h-wood of any fort (full of foliage, for the 
doier the better), and fecurely confined, a new furfaoe 
is foon created. A f^^ floods are fuffident to depofit 

plenty 
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ptc&ey of fandf &c. to forni the new-made ixnl^ after 
.'Which- there is ao further trouUe thaa that of planting 
^enty of fedge or reed*grafs, and other aquatic plants^ 
which are ibon fonoed'into a firm agreeable fward.. 

To «namerate the various expedients made ufe of in 
common cafes, or where great exertions were not 
found jieceiTary to fecure the banks, would be endlefa* 
.The fimple circumftance of finding fand, and other pro;- 
duftions after floods, detained on the banks by fome 
flight caufe, fuch as tufts of broom or furze, or, per«> 
haps, rank graft or weeds, was the firft indication, 
no doubt, to adopt fimple means, which mofl com- 
monly fiicceed befl. 

The great iecret in this bufinefs is, to contrive 
means to coUeQ: the fund, &c. by the foliage of the 
bruih-wood, and, when fo collefied, to prevent it from 
efcaping into the river at the time of the ebbing or re« 
turn of the water into its ufual channel. 

Since fo much depends upon the bru(h-wdod and 
branches being as rich in foliage as poflible, the fam- 
mer months anfwer beft for all works of this nature; 
not only on this account, but becaufe. at that feafim 
labourers make greater prc^refs than at any other fea- . 
ion, fince ibmetimcs they muft get into the water. 

The common mode is to make a fl'^ht hedge oijlake 
and riccy along the edge of the water at lo w- water- 
mark ; it i$ of no confcquence of what fpccies of wood 
the ftakes are compofcd, but the bru(h-wood, which 

forms 
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forms the rice^ or that part woven throi:^ the flakes, 
Ihoiild be very do&\ fir-brancbea of any ibr^ broom, 
farze, or juniper,^ are very well calculated for this pus- 
pqfe. About eighteen inches 13 the ufnal height of dm 
' £mple biurrier above the fnr£fu» of the water at low* 
water-mark, as its ufe is only temporary to detain the 
land, becanfe the reed^grafs, and other water-plants 
jdaced behind it, foon penetrate through it, and join 
the water in the courfe of one or two ieaibas, and 
overwhelm thejfaki and rice altogether* 

The bare parts of the bank, behmd the^aiejaoki rice 
hedge, are in general filled up with young trees of 
iprnce and Scotch firs (the former is the beft) of dif- 
ferent lengths ; thefe are ciit down, for the purpofe of 
thinning the young plantations, with their branches 
quite entire, and placed in the breaches of the banks, 
or where the water is difpofed to make any impre£> 
fions, as clofe as they can be packed together, inclining 
the tops fomewhat in^the direAii^ of the water ; thefe 
are laid down, and fecurec^ with any rough pieces of 
wood, which are in general about the thicknefs of the * 
fmall part of a man's leg. In order to fecure thefe 
pieces firmly, hooked ftakes are driven a confiderable 
way into the bank, fo that the hooked part of the ftake 
may come in contaA with the leger or rough piece, 
which binds down the bru(b-wood. In ibme cafes, 
where the breaches are not confiderable, fo^ and 
ftones are ufed to fecure the bru<h*wood from being 

carried 
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carried a>vay by At floods; but thU takes place only 
where brufli-wood of aay fort may be thrown In indit 
criminately, and where the aAion of the water is not 
Icvcre. ^ 

Whatever means may be «fed in fecuring the brufli- 
wood^ they ^re of no further ufe after two or three 
confiderable floods have taken place, as the quantity of 
fand, &c., colle£led by that time, is mod commonly 
fuffident to do the bufinefs for ever after. 

Roots of aquatic plants are always fcattered plenti- 
fully on the bare parts, before the brufh-wood is laid 
on, which Iboo vegetate, and make thdr way upwards 
through the bru(h*-wood, and affift in a furprifing man* 
ner to arreft the fand, &c. The common couch-grafs, 
fo deftruflive to fbme cultivated land, is found to an- 
fwer extremely well, when flrewed on the bare parts, 
before the brufti-wood be laid on 5 many other plants, 
not merely aquatic, will anfwer the fame purpofe. 

Several large pits, and aukward fpots, have been 
filled from time to time, in the holmy grounds in the 
neighbourhood of the river, and made completely even 
and uniform with the circumjacent land, by fimply 
throwing in brufti-wood of any fort, covered with a 
few fods and ftones, to prevent it from rifing, or being 
carried off by the floods. 

At Rafti fuch places are confidered as receptacles, 
for the purpofe of concealing the vaft quantities of 
brufh-wood, perpetually produced from the thinning 

of 
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of the yoting pkntadons ; aad> though large quanddcs 
are annually difpofed of otherwife, yet a great deal of 
the moft inferior fort reoiains for this purpofe. When- 
ever the brulh-wood becomes a nutfance, it is difpofed 
of, as above ftateid ; but th^ months of Auguft and Sep- 
tember are thofe preferred for filling pits or hollow 
parts, on account of the autumnal floods prevailing at, 
or ihortly after, thofe timeSt 



Sect. 8. ^n Jiccount of Tafk^ or Piece-worlf together 
with a eomparifon between it and common Day Labour , 
^tb/ome remarks on labouring Tools and Implements. 

Unber the head, Wa^es, &c., fome remarks have 
been already made -, but I could find nothing like a 
regular ftandard throughout the county,by which any 
material knowledge might be obtained, except at Ra(h, 
which here I ihall briefly ftate^, and It may be de- 
pended on, as an accurate report. 

At Ra(h, where common labour rates at 8 J. a day 
the year round, a fhilling is confidered a fair allowance 
to make for taflc-work upon the average of the whole 
year. In the winter feafon a labourer generally 
makes as much by day's work as by talk-work ; but 
m fummer there is no eomparifon at all, that fea- 
fon being fo favourable to the latter. But with 

ta(k- 
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taflciwork tUe labourers are always beft pkafed, and 
it is certainly mod m favour of all cooceracd^'ib far 
as the nature of the work will bear it to be carried on 
in that manner^ 

Ditches of feren by five, that is, ieven feet wide 
from the face of the bank to the verge of .the gripe, 
and five feet deep perpendicularly, at from 2s. to is. Bd. 
the running perch of feven yards ; ditches of fix by 
four, from ij-. 6d. to Zffi and ib on in proportion. 
The dreffing of the backs, and fodding the tops of the 
banks, are included in the prices of all ditches. The 
above dimenfions, with refpeft to the breadth, are clear 
of the /carc£ment or ojfi^t, which is commonly from 
fix to twelve inches, according to the fituation, or the 
nature of the foil^ 

Drains, in clay Ibils, from eighteen inche3 to two 
feet deep, at from 2d* to 3^. a 'perch ; one halfpenny a 
perch is ufually allowed for fcattering the ftuff on the 
fiirface, when they are intended to lie open for fome 
time. When iprings are in queftion, the prices, of 
courie, muft vary; for a given depth, fuppofe four 
feet, 6d. a perch is ufually allowed, and, if further 
finking be neceflary, in order to intercept the fprings, 
a fecond price is made $ for an additional foot, after 
finking four feet, 2f^/. is added, 3//. for the next foot, 
and fb on in proportion. When the depth neceflary to 
fink, in order to intercept the water, cannot be afcer- 
tained at the commencement, of the work^ there is no 

reftrainc 
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feftraint laid upon the labourer, wifh idTpeft to the 
breadth of the dram^ fince it is fufiicieiitly naderftood, 
that laboorera can make more progrefs when allowed 
fufHcicDt room to work, than when confined m a nar- 
row drain ; befidcs, fnch drauns cannot with propriety 
be finUhedofF the firft ieafoa. Fdlmg fai ftones, in 
drains o£ ail deficiiptioBS^ is always done by day-wcM-k, 
a work whkb flicnild nev«r be trofted to taflcers oo 
any account, as od& ftone, aokw^rdty placed> might 
deftroy the whole drain. This kind of work, too, is 
always performed by fteady labourers* Bog-drains are 
generally at half tlie prke of thoie made on firm land. 
Trenching. — Doable treaclung, generMy pra^flifed 
for nnrftry, at from W* to is. a fqnare perch.* This 
kind of trenching, when performed in lea-land, is 
done by paring the iiirface about two or thiee inches 
deep, and turning the fward downwards, over which 
the remainder of the good foil is turned. The whole 
depth is generally from eight inches to one foot for fe- 
HMoary, but, when intended for nurfery, the depth is 
generally more, and, in fl^llow foils, a few inches of 
the fubftratum are turned up. The ufual mode, how- 
everj of preparing the foil fo^ nurfery is, by fowing 
potatoes twfee, wliich is found by far the beft eco- 

nomy« 

* Though the Cunningham or Scotch meafure is adopted 
in many parts of the county, and even in^he neighbourhood 
of Rafh, yet, .when I ipeak of a f^juare perch, I always mean 
the plantation one, or forty-nine fquare yards. 
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norgiy. Trenduag is always performed before the 
frofts fet in^ aiKl raUed in rouad ridges of about three 
feet. By adopting this mode, the foil receives the full 
benefit of the froAs, and befideS) floveply or , flight per- 
formances are more eailly dete^ted^ than when the 
ground is trenched in the flat or level manner* Single 
trenching) for the purpofe of levelling and fmootbing 
the furface,, in laying down grounds where the plough 
cannot aft, at from 3(/. to 6d* a fquare perch. 

Removing earth by the folid yard, or a cube equal 
to twenty-feven folid feet. This kind of work is al- 
ways meafuredi before the earth be removed, and not 
after. Wheeling, from twenty to fluty yards diflianccy 
fjom 2d* to 3(/. a yard. 

A great deal of bogg; land has been covered or 
clayed here from time to time. A navigation wheels 
barrowj well filled^ will cover a fquare yard to the 
depth of two inches. A folid yard, in this cafe, is rated 
at eighteen barrows, at nine Aide -car-loads, and at 
three wheel-carJoads. The price by the perch, or by 
the acre, is always regulated by the depth of ftofflaid 
on the bog, which here is generally four inches, and 
has amounted to from 8/. to lo/. an acre, according to 
the diftance the fluff was wheeled or carted. 

It requires a great deal of addrefs and accuracy to 
prevent fraud in carrying on fuch works. The moft 
certain mode is, flrft of all to fmooth and level the bog, 
to be covered, efFeftually, a year or two previous to 

the 
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the coveriag ; indeed the longer the better, tn ordef to 
^ve the bog time to fabfide, and to acquire a vegetable 
fbrface of fome fort, to prevent the hard materialft 
from finking. When the bog is brought to the ixnihed- 
for (hape for laying on the day or gravel (the lattejf is 
Ctttzmlj the beft, and the coarfer the better), a num- 
ber of ftakes are put down in parallel lines, at about 
ten feet apart, or nearer (for accuracy, the clofet the 
better), leaving only four inches of theod to appear 
above the furface ; the covering fiufF is then laid On, 
to be equal to the tops of the ftakes. It is eafy to ex- 
amine the ftakes after the foil is laid on, where any 
foipicion may ariie; but, as it is fo easily deteQcd, 
there is feldom any advantage taken by the tafkersy 
and the more fo, as a penalty is always inflifted where 
ther^ is the Icaft appearance of fraud. I fhbtild have 
remarked before, that the white meadow grafs is fown 
iti large quantities on the bogs, after bei&g levelled, 
and previous to the laying on of the day or gravel, 
which feldom fails to produce a permanent and ftrong 
furface, capable of preventing the hard materials from 
finking. 

To enumerate the different M^orks, carried on by 
talk throughout the demefne of Ra(h and its environsi 
would fwell this article far beyond my prefent plan ; I 
ftiall, therefore, only give a general hint how to afcer- 
tain a reafonable price. 

It 
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It has been already obferved^ that the prices of talk- 
work muft be governed by thofe of common day- 
labour. Old eftabiahed rules, fqch as the prices of 
ditches, drains, 3cc. are eafily afcertained from long 
habit and experience ; but it is not eafy to determine 
the value, which fhould be fixed f6r many other 
'works, which may occur in an cxtenCve improvement, 
and it requires both ingenuity and'addrefs to be able ta 
deal fairly with labourers, who ire id general very 
keen with refpeft to the t&aking of bargains favour- 
able to their own views. 

. In order to fettle any doubts, which may atife with 
refpeft to the fair value to be given for any job of taflc- 
Work, which at firft view may be found difficult to des- 
termine, the labourer fhould be kept ignorant of the 
mode of payment ^ that is, whethet by day-labour, or 
by tafk-work. A few days, or perhaps a few hours, 
inay determine what may ht thought a reafbnable 
price by tafk-work. It is needlefs to remark here, 
how very neceflkry it is to have a trufly confidential 
perfon to fuperintend any bufinefs of this nature, and 
efpedally at the commencement of it. If labourers' are 
kept ignorant, during the whole time of executing any 
job of work, of the manner in which they are to be 
paid, they will, of courfe, work diligently, becaufe, if the 
payment fhould be made in coAfideration of tafk-work, 
without working diligently they would in the end find 
themfelves much difappointed. It is, however, by far 

u the 
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the beft mode for all concernedi to determine the prioe 
as foon as may be convenient^ by vhich the labourer 
will undertake his work at once with fpirit and ala- 
crityi and the employer will be certain of having his 
work done expeditioufly. 

I have often afcertained the objejl of my wiflies, by 
placing a fteady labourers for a few hours onlyy at a job 
of labouring work, the fair price of which at firft view 
appeared doubtful. A perfon may take out his watch 
after he turns his back to a labourer, walk away, and 
return again at a certain time, and thus be able to cal- 
culate the fair price, that (hould be given* 

To enable tafk-iabourcrs to carry on di/Ierent kinds 
of work with eafe and facility, fomething better than 
the common fpade and ihovel, peculiar to the county, 
U aljlowed to them. Ten pounds a year go a great 
way in purchafing drain- tools, navigation-ihovels, pick- 
axeS| calting-fcoops,. &c« Without allowing labourers 
iipplements prpperly calculated for different kinds of 
taik-work, .complete execution cannot be expeAed. 

Complete implements for labourers, ufually employed 
an talk-work, are always in readinefi at Ra(h, to be 
given out to them occafionally \ and, in order to pre- 
vent thofe tools from being loft, or otherwife diipofed 
of, fevere fines are infliAed, generally double the value 
of the article \ becaufe, if only the value of it was 
charged, the labourer would fuffer nothing by felling 
it at ^le (kme price. 

In 
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In ^ving out implements to talkers^ the firft pomt 
is, to^ charge them double value on the debt fide of 
thdr account, which charge it uken ofFat the condu- 
fion of the work, when the articles are delivered up 
unbrokeui or without being damaged, otherwife than 
common wear, for which they are never charged i but 
if they break an article during the time they have it in 
charge, they muft repair it at their own expence. 



Sect. p. Manner of training up Beys, fo as to become 
ufeful, fleady Labourers, with a number ofmmys to em* 
ploy them to tie befi advantage the year round, jlljo, 
feveral Modes, by which old Men, when partly paft their 
labour, may be applied to advantage to them/elves and 
their Employers. 

A coKsiDERATiOM of the greatcft importance is, that 
pf raifing a race of uleful peribns, at the conmience- 
ment of every ufeful and extenfive improvement. At 
Ralh this precaution was early attended to, which 
fince has been produflive of many folid advantages^ 
both to the proprietor, and the individuals themfelves. 

Since, in all great undertakings, feminary and nur- 
fery (hould always precede planting at large, boys will 
be found very ufeful from the commencement; and, by 
the time the firft courfe of feminary and nurfery may 

u 2 be 
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b^ 6rftt (proUbly m five, or fii^ycats)^^ they tirjll^^of 
courfe^ become, tery expcft^ and fit to eoi^j^^.iii. 
th^ general plantUig; aod^ as. this bufijpeis en^r^aiesji 
others, of courfe, will be con;^lng . fotward. Afi^cr 
feri^Dg fa long a fk^tiod in the infant part of the ifii*. 
proveo^nt^ they vrill be foutid more ufefnl than, 
gf own-up peribnsj picked Up iniiJifGriminately^thro^gl^: 
the country at large. At leaft boys^ thus trained^ the 
writer knows, from long experience, to have uni- 
formly turned out the beft planters and ground«> 
workers, having, by early habits, acquired a degree of. 
finartnefs and aClivity, which they feldonx depart from 
whfin grpwn up, or even in an, advanced ftage of life. 

Perhaps in this place it may not be amifs to (hew 
how to fecure boys, to as to make them attend regulady 
to the works of a deme&e, till they may become of more 
general ufe to themfelves and to their employers. Un« 
lefs ibme efTeAual method be taken, they will always 
wifh to wander upon every trifling occaiion, or any 
advantage they think may turn out in their favour. 

The method followed at Rafti I (hall briefly ftate. 

Boys, from ten to twelve years of age, are ufually 
taken b from dme to dme. They remain two years 
at 4d. a day; the third year they receive 51/} the 
fourth, and fometimes not until the fifth year, the 
wages are advanced to 6//.; and,* in the courie of a 
year or two after, they are raifcd to man's wages, or 
SJ. a day. 

When 
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When a hd is fotiiid to have an extraordinary (hare 
of ability and Tmartoefsi^ODe year of his time is giveii 
tip, or> in other \irordS| he is put on man's wages a 
year before the nibal thne. 

lam apt to believei that a fyftem, which has been 
found to be of fuch general nfe by the ever to be re- 
gretted the late Lord Mqfuntjoyi will not eafily be for* 
gotten by his fqcceflbr ; nor do I in the ieaft defpair of 
llnding it become general throughout oyr e^^tenfiye 
Improvements in the kingdom at large. 

It is eafy to conceive, that the certainty of having 
the wages ratfedi at fixed periodsi induces the boys 
to fcrve out their refpeftive times. If, however, it 
fliould fo happeUi that ft lad, throngh tricks, or other 
motives, fuch as going to (erviqe to a farmer, or the 
Bke, and If, after fbme time, he fhonld chaQge his 
imnd, and wifh to return agaia to Jbin his work, in 
this cafe he mufti begin again, as if he never had beeii 
eStered at al), though the tranfgref&6n fhould be com- 
mitted the laft year previous to his bemg entitled to 
man's wages ; thus few defertions ever take plac?. 

Upon the other hand, if any perfbn, either young or 
old, at Rafilt, (hould meet witlb any accident, when aftu- 
klly engaged in any of the works, his time is always al- 
lowed, as if he had been at work. Ra/b is feldom 
without a great number of invalids ; the great number 
of working people, tbgether Miridi thdr intrepidity, fully 
accounts for this ctrcutxiflaace. 

Here 
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Here is another great indacement bdd oat; namdjTf 
fome of the boySf through meriti deierve higher wages 
than others. Dexterity in pruoing, grafting, inoculat-^ 
ingj making cutdngs and layers, dipping hedges, vntb 
many other nice works, which naturally occur in fiich 
an extenfive demefni?, are motives to g^ve encourage- 
ment to the moft deferving* Th^ afpiring lads do, 
therefore, avail themfelves pf fuch opportunities as lie 
open to them* The moft aftive will, of courfe, be firft 
promoted to ferve gentlemen as planters, $cc.( the next 
clafs ftep into the place of the firft, and the third into 
that of the fecond, and fa on, ftep by ftep, to the 
loweft boy. Thus, like the army, there is always a 
feries of promotions after the ^rft takes plac^. 

Here it may not be amifs to point out the moft likdy 
ways of employing the boys to advantage the year 
round, fincc the eafe is not the fame yrith them as witb 
grown-up labourers, who may be (et to many kinds of 
ftock-jobs in all weathers ; whereas with young lads 
there muft be works laid out fuited to thqr ftrengtfa 
and conftitution, particularly in the winter months i 
ptherwife they will not be found uieful. 

I (hall now ftate the prindpal works fuited to Ix^rs, 
and pdrticularly fuch as occur at Ilalh, and (hall b^n 
with the fpriog quarter, at which feaion there never 
caa be a lofs for ufeful employment for them* 
, IJhe moft aukward of the planting labourers are ge* 
serally employed in making holes for^^ces^ the moft 
J I expert 
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expert of the boys are comxnonly engaged in piandng 
them, for which purpofe they are better calculated 
than labourers in general are, efpecially where the' foil 
is loofe, and the plants fmall. The weakeft of the boys 
anfwer to carry the plants about from place to place^ 
and alfo to drefs and fettle the ground after the planters^ 
CO pick off flones, and to do other ufeftil works. This 
dafs alfo, with an Intelligent perfon over them as a cap^ 
taiftf are extremely well calculated for bringing up the 
rerc of the planting, by fpwing broom, furze, and la- 
^rnum-feeds for Ihelter, 

In like manner they may be employed in planting 
out huribries. Indeed in that fpecies of planting there 
are fo many ways of performing it, that the weakeft of 
them may be employed to -as ufeful puppoies as the 
firongeft. .'.../ 

Wh$n much piandng is to be performed in one &a- 
fon, which here is commonly* the cafe, fmall parties are 
formed, with an intelligent perfbn at the head of each^ 
and efpedally when the feafon's piandng lies fcattered 
and detached; but, when the work lies connefted and 
compafV, the reverfe is the general praAlee^ in order 
to keep all as much as poflible under the eye of the 
head planter ; a fyftem which, in all cafes, let the 
work be what it may, (hould be attended to as much 
at poiCble. 

So mtich (<St the ipring, and now for the ilinimer 
quarter, wffich- iiiirturallypoifat8''out the necelfary works. 
l-^-j * I believe 
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I believe I need not point ou^ that vreeding^ 2nd 
cleaning the plantationty nurjferies, femioarie^ ditches^ 
&c* muft form the moft eilential .parts of the fununer 
works, for thele works bojs are^extremely well cal* 
culatedj fince a boy^.m fuch cafesi may be fonnd as 
nfcfal as a man, and frequently more ib. 

The regnlationSf with reipeft to tools and imple- 
snentSi may probably^ with ibme proprkty^ be intro^ 
dnced here» though fome hints have already beea 
l^ea upon that head. 

Each boy is fumi(hed with a fcuffler or puihing. 
hoe» a weeding-knifet kCf which are nnmbered and 
charged to their reipe^Ive accounts,! otherwife thot^ 
articles could never be kept together widi any deg^rce 
of regularity. At the latter end of the feaibn, whfea 
the works of the nnrferies> &c. are over^ the impi^ 
m^nts are put up^ and the charge taken off. the boys 
till the enfuing feafoni when it commences aguiif an^ 
fo on. . But this fyftem. is . not confined to the pknteis 
'alone; it is general in all other departments in thp 
.demefne. 

As the care and management of tools and Impk^ 
ments in an extenfive deme(ne is a matter of great 
confequencci and one which the mafUr of works 
ihould be particularly attentive to, I (hall throw out a 
few obfervations by way of advice. 

The firA thing to tonfider is, to ttake an ezaft in- 
ventory of all die t99> ^d .impkmvt^ « 1^^ P^<^ 

rang^g 
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{a^gbg every arucle under its proper head} the charge 
of which ihould be givea to one perfoa ooly, who 
fliould be of a flurp retentive torn. Every fet of arti- 
cles fliould be numbered; for example, vheel-barrows 
No* i^ 2, 3» &c.| and fo on with all other articles. 
Thia will enable the perfon, who is in charge, to keqi 
a rqi^r account. Next, let (hat peribn charge the ar* 
tides to thofe, who may occupy them j not the real va- 
lue, but the double of it, or, at leaft, confiderabiy 
above the value. This charge ihould rem^fai in force, 
till the articles are retume4» whether broken or not. 
Wear and tear upon all articles canmtf be avoided, nor 
is it fair to charge fnch to the labonter'^a 4iccoant \ in 
Ibme inftances, jiowever, according to contraft, it is 
cmnmon and fair that talkers fliould ftturn articles ill 
the fame order, in vfia^h they got them. 

There fiiould be» of all kinds of tools. and implex 
ments about a dem^ae or place, fbme ^are ernes in 
readinefs, in order to fnpply the place of loGh as may 
chance to be loft or broken. Such need not be num- 
bered, becaufe they only ftand as fubftitutes, in cafe a 
repair only b^ neceffary for the'ab&nt article; bot, if 
that article be loft, the fubftitute fliould be numbered 
agreeably to thp nnmber of the former. Thus r«-. 
gularity will be ubmjB. kept up,^ and labooren and 
taijcers vnll oieet wtbftomterniptioi^'in the progre^ 
of their work»« , 
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A fteady perfbni charged vnA the above kmd of ar- 
rangemeati U one of tke moft nfefiil men that caa be 
employed in a demefne^ or vhere much works are 
carrying on. 

I believe I need not point out the great advantage 
there is in keeping all articles dean and dry, when 
laud up, or not in ufe. The oftiener they s^re called In, 
and newly arranged) the better^ as thereby there will 
be fewer nuAakes and lofles. 

The new implementsi &c* ihould always be kept 
leparate from the old onesi in diftinft columns. 

It is now full time to returui in order to pdnt out 
die works of the autnmn quarter* 

The be^ning of this quarter is ufually taken up in 
putting out evergreen Ibrubs, fuch as laurel, Portugal 
laurel, lauruftiniis, &c., and^ alfo, in planting cuttings 
of the fame, and in many other articles, fuch as deamng 
hedges for the laft time, when it fo happens that two 
weedings are neceflary in one feaibn. 

But the greateft pdnt of all to attend te, fltould be 
that of Securing young tveet put out the laft ^ringt 
|iarticolarly of the pine kind. Tins is the time to gnre 
the.finiflung ftroke to. every plant encumbered with 
j^afs and weeds ; beoaufe, if fiich i^ontancous growth 
Ihould remjdn till too late in thct leafon, the radns* and 
damps, which ufiialty take place at that time, rot the 
vegetable matter about the tender brandies -of the 
f omg plants^ to their great detriment, and very often 

to 



APPENDIS. 89 

to their total deftraftioo. By not pfjj^ng dde attention 
to this particular, more plaata fuffer than by all other 
accidents put tog^ih^r, at leaft in moift fituations. In« 
deed this prfscaution is perhaps more necelTary in Ire- 
land, than in England or Scotland. 

In fnch cafes, the boys are furniflied with fmall 
hooks or iickles, which are alfo numbered, and 
charged to them h aQd> upon fuch occafions, a boy is 
found of more ufe than a man* 

In the latter part of the quarter, boys are employed 
to great advantage, in trenching ground, and digging 
Durftries. In thefe works the weakeft of them are 
placed at the lightelt and eaileft paru. In this former, 
marking out the lines for the trenchers, and fhovelling 
iip the cruinbling mould from the trenches, ate works 
fttitaUe to their ftrength. In the latter, cleaning the 
rows of [dants, before the diggers, is a lund of bufi-f 
neg, to which boys are well calculated. Thus, by a 
judicious diftribution of the whole, no part can be ufe« 
lefsly employed. 

Cblle^ng various Idnds of feqds is peculiarly fcuted 
to boys, as their dexterity in climbing gives them the 
pveference tp men. Upon thofe occafions they are 
gei^erajly t^^di that is, each cif them muft produce a 
cejTtain fl^eafure every evening, after the day's gather- 
ing, and continue the fame allowance fo long as the 
fee48 continue plenty. Bu| the ufual way is, to pay fo 

much 
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Attch a meafure,^&ecording to (he ipe^es of ieed ; aiiii 
fame articles are p^d for by weighti to prevent the iih^ 
pofitioD of mb(ing leaves and ftalks i^ith the pure-leeds. 
Wh^n the feeds are weighed, thp txiy is always a lofer 
by •ollefting leaver and ftalksi fince a meafiiire dftpnre 
feeds will always weigh better than when adulterated. 
The meafure of pure feeds, however, with tiCpt^ to 
weight, is alcert^ed at the begUinfaig <X the feafon, 
which prevents aiiy difputes that may arHe. ShilteeB 
gallons is the nfoal meafnre. In haws, when gathered 
dean, fuch nieafare }# conimoidy eqnal to dght fion^ 
and a half} a(h and fycamore keys abom fix ftonei 
and io on. 

I hi^ve DOW accounted for thre? qoarters of die y^ar 
fpent hi nicfttl works, to wludi I might add many inior^ 
but fliall proceed to the laft or winter quarter ; hi wluch^ 
though Ix^s ii^ay not be fo ufefiiUy employed as at 
other ftafons, yet, notwlthftandilig, many works may 
be ftruck out for theoi to uf^l purpoics. In the be* 
^nning of tl^e quarter, haws, hoUy-berries, ^i^e^ 
tree, ^c. are nfoally coUeded. Joined with labourcirs, 
boys are ufefully employed in turnmg and fbmiSng 
compofts; they break the clods, &c. and Uendthe 
parts together. In ftmfhine weather they ma^ be em«* 
ployed in colleftmg (lon^s off of lawns, tinineMfUii 
down grounds. * i 

Boys ar<; found extremely ufefud hi cbUefting leaves 
in the woods and plantations. Even though the leaves 

fllQUld 
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ibooldf.bc applied.only to affift in making manure for 
potatpes) they, iiQtwitbftaa4iag, pay amply for the. 
trouble atteodiog them. Indeed there are few works . 
boys can be better employed at^on a cold winter's day» 
thaQ coIleAing of leaves. 

Qoys are employed to a very good purpofet 10 
brm^g the prunings and loppings of trees to cqUp. 
venient pbces for cars to get at them cpnvenleotly. 

Tbefe are but few. among the many worksy that this: 
little iimj^ are uiefully) employed in, ( the. nature of the 
place, and other drcumftan^Si always point out the 
moft uleful works : to engage in.. 

By . good managemeiM^ ^mtc eaa be no dou^ but 
boys may always. be. found Q&fuli but, even if this 
ihould not be ezaftly the cafe in wimter, it is good, 
policy to retain them under half*pay, or for fbme 
trifle, till the bufy ieafon, ia order that they may not 
be altogether a burden to their parents, and diat they 
may be at hand, and hi readinefii, when there is a 
preffing call, and not fufferedto wander tlirough the 
country, as, probably, it ought not be eafy to collect 
them again when moft wanted. 

There is fcarcely a labourer now (1802) at Rafh, in 
any department, who was not formerly employed when 
a boy> and from one ftage pf pay advanced to another, 
till he arrived to man's wages; no wonder, there- 
fore, that it (hottld haVe, within the laft twenty years , 
(ending 1802), produced a great number of ufeful 

hands. 
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haodsi probably more fo than any other part oj^ the 
United Idiigdom. Indeed many of them are planters^ 
of no fmall confeqnence, to noblemen and gentlemen 
tbronghout the lungdoili; 

Some of the labourers, found at RaOi at the com- 
mencement of the improvementSi are at this time old 
men* 

Care has been taken, ftom time to time, to provide 
fnch labourers with employments in the demefne, (vit- 
able to their ftrength and drctimftances* The fbllpw- 
ing may ferve to (hew, how far this falutary objeft has 
been carried into execution, and aUb, what the late 
Lord l^untjoy's further incendons were, which, there 
is every reafon to hope, will be perfe£led by lAs fon, 
the prefent Lord Mountjoy* 



ObfervatioHs with reJpeB to old Mtn and their faimMeS'^ 
the manner of en^hying them-'^witb remarh on an 
hofpital intended to be ereSedfor their reception. 

The prefent praQice is, when a labourer drops oiF, 
fo as not to be able to fupport his ufual rank or. ftation 
among his fellow labourers, to place him at fome flight 
work, fuitable to his firength and capacity. In gene- 
ral a yearly allowance is fixed, moft commonly five or 
fix pounds, with a cabin, and other privileges, fuch as 

potatoc- 
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potatoeJand and torf, aod, if he has a Vife, a fpot for 
flaxi geoerally half a rood of land. There are fome 
inftanceSi howeveri of making it. a daily allowance in- 
fiead of a yearly onei the better to prevent impofidon^ 
which, indeed, upon thoie and many other occafions, 
cannot be too much guarded againft, fince there is no* 
thing more common, with thoie invalids, than to re« 
prefent their health to be much worfe than is really 
the cafe. In this cafe a charge is made of the privi- 
leges, and he gets credit for the dme he works, either 
by the day, by the job, or piece-work, as the cafe 
may be. ^ ' 

When the invaUd-dieay-tf-he^fliould leave a \ridow^ 
which is moft commonly the cafe, Ihe is taken care of 
alfo, by allowing her fome portion of what her hu& 
band enjoyed. Indeed frequently the whole of it, and 
elpecially if fhe (hould be encumbered with any charge, 
which often happens to be the cafe. 

The following are only a few, among the various 
jobs invalids are generally employed at throughout 
Lord Mountjoy's improvements. 

Lodge-keepers. 

Preparing walks and drives, where flight repsurs 
only are neceflary i conducting water from them after 
fttdden rains, &c. 

Making up billet-wood, &c for fuel. 

Cutting and preparing feollops for thatching. 

Sweeping 
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Sireepbg yardi^ tea 
' Attendo^ cattle, poultry, pigs, &c. 

Weeding norfaries, ditches, &C4 

CoUeOing leaves for ma&uve^ 

Picking and preparing potatoes for ieedi and for 
feodior cattle, &C. 

MaUag yariotts kinds of creels and baftets. 

Drawing tftraw for thatching. 

Torning and preparing dnng and compofi heap5< 

SpreacUng dnng for potatoes, &cV &c. 

Old men are of great nfe on many occafions^ indeed 
t have known many of ^hem to be more fo than' per-* 
Ions in the meridian of life. The only point to- at* 
tend to is, to fet them to works fnitable to their 
firedgth and conftitntion, and fhey will always be 
follndttfeful to themfelves, and to their employers and 
patrons* 

Old men in general are fond of company. If two 
of them are placed together, they look npon them^ 
felves to be well; treated. They fpend the day in talk- 
ing over paft dmes, and of their great feau when yoong 
men \ yet all this will not prevent them from gcnng on 
with tbeir works in a flow but fare manner. 

In fetting old men to work, many jobs (honld not 
be laid ont, or propofed to them at one time, ad in ge- 
neral they are forgetfoL The beft way tO' make the 
moft of them is, to praiie their performances, and find 
as little fault as poffible, fince they are in general te- 
nacious 
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ntdous of their own ways, and cannot bear ihtfpur^ 
which, on account of thrir age and infirmidesj fltould 
not be often applied. 

The late Lord Moun^oy had no objeA more u 
heart, than that of eftablUhing an hofpital upon a large 
fcale for the accommodation of invalids, not only thole 
of the demefne, but fuch as were found proper objeAs 
Uironghout his extenfive eftates in the counties of Ty- 
rone and Donegal. His intention was to have it amply 
endowed, and divided into three principal heads or 
dalles, namely ; 

1. For invalids, with their wives. 

2. For invalids^ without y/vreu. 

3. For widows (tf invalids, and other dtftrefled ob« 
jefts. 

Gardens to be annexed to the dtlTerent departments, 
and to be cultivated, for the ufe of the whole^ by fach 
of the invaUds as were found able to work. 

Flax and wool to be ferved out to a certain propor- 
tion, to employ the women in fpinning and knitting f 
with an annual allowance of cbthing and fuel for the 
whole. 

In this place I am happy to have it in my power to 
fay, that his prefent Lordihip appears fully determined 
to put this laudable plan into execution, with many 
others, which his memorable father had fu^efied. 



F I N I «. 



J 



THE NEW 
REF 

This book is 


YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY ' 
ERENCB DEPARTMENT 


iict<l«r QO circumstciEiceB to be 
ea from the Bu ltd lug 












t 
















































































lurm «f 







/ 



>v 




